ZOO-Journal 5: 97-98, 2019

Short Communication

ISSN: 2631-2204

CINNAMON BITTERN, IXOBRYCHUS CINNAMOMEUS
(GMELIN) FROM ANNAPURNA CONSERVATION AREA,
NEPAL

Rishi Baral !, Tulasi P Dahal ?, Suresh Thapa *, Dhan K. Gurung ! and Raju Acharya *

!4 National Trust for Nature Conservation - Annapurna Conservation Area Project, Hariyo Kharka,

Pokhara, Nepal,
*Friends of Nature, Sundhara, Kathmandu, Nepal

E-mail: right rishil@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION

The Cinnamon Bittern, Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
(Gmelin) is a common resident of marshes and
rice fields which is widespread in Asia being
found throughout the Indian Subcontinent,
South-East Asia and North-East China (Noske
and Ueda 1996, Coates and Bishop 1997) but
not recorded from Australia and New Guinea
(Beehler et al., 1986; del Hoyo et al., 1992).

This species is frequent, mainly a summer
visitor, but found in all month below 250 m.
It has breed at 1370 m and is small sized with
uniform looking rufous flight feathers and tail
in all plunages (Grimmett ez al., 2000). Male
has cinmamon 1ufous crown, hind-neck and
mantle/scapulars, whereas, female has dark-
brown crown and mantle, and dark-brown
streaking on fore neck and breast. Juvenile has
buff mottling on dark- brown upperpaits, and is
heavily streaked with dark brown on under paits
(Grimmett et al, 2000).

DESCRIPTION ON SECOND RECORD

On 12" August, 2017 Saturday, at 8.00 hrs
the bird was chased by four Large-billed
Crow (Corvus macrorhynchos, Wagler) and
suddenly the bird flew inside the compound
of District Police Office of Jomsom (Figure
1). The Police staff protected the bird and

informed Annapurna Conservation Area
Project (NTNC-ACAP), Unit Conservation
Office, Jomsom. The staft (third co-author)
of Unit conservation Office, Jomsom
took the bird in the office. They called to
Annapwrna Conservation Area Project,
Head Office Pokhara about the details of the
bird. Then a photograph of bird was taken
and later released in nature at evening in
the paddy field on the same day. Finally the
bird was able to fly back to nature. Then the
bird's photograph was posted in facebook
for identification. By the facebook post,
ornithologists Hathan Chaudhary, Som GC
and Manshanta Ghimire identified as it is
Cinnamon Bittern. After identification the
bird was confirmed as male. It was found at
the altitude of 2,727 m from sea level. The
exact point of recording was 28.7834° N and
83.7307° E of Jomsom, Gharapjhong Rural
Municipality, Ward numnber 4, Mustang. It
was the second high altitude record of this
bird from Annapurna Conservation Area.
The first high altitude record of Nepal was
from 3,715 m by Mr. Madhu Chetri.
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Figure 2. Cinnamon Bittern
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