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Cultural Study of Rajbhandar Maharajsthan
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Abstract

The tradition of Gramthan Pooja is an important cultural practice in
Nepal, which is in existence from the very early days. It is a tradition
to honor and venerate different types of folk deities in the village
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shrines collectively. This tradition is found especially in the Terai communities like Tharu,
Rajabanshi, Dhimal, Yadhav, Majhi, Jhangar, Mushahar/Musher and so on. The village shrines
are by constructed using local materials, technology and indigenous architectural style. In
these pilgrimages, the local people offer special worship to their folk deities once a year on
a particular day during the months of Baishakh, Jestha and Ashar. On the Occasion, a huge
mela, a kind of fairis organized which is locally called Siruwa Mela in Tharu, Siruwa Pawani
in Rajabanshi and Srijat or Dhandhange Mela in Dhimal community especially in Morang
district of eastern Nepal. In many villages there are several gramthansi. e. village shrines
which are considered as the commonsite of pilgrimages of the locality. This paper deals
with the Rajbhandar Maharajthan located in the Belbari Municipality 10, Morang. It is based
on primary and secondary data. Secondary data have been collected through the previous
works whereas;primary data have been gathered through the field survey. During the field
work observation, key informants interviews, focus group discussions and questionnaire
methods and tools have been applied. It is based on qualitative approach and descriptive
and analytical research design as well. Finally, this paper addresses the following research
questions such as Who is the Rajbhandar Maharaj? What is hishistoricity? Which are the folk
deities worshipped by the villagers? and What is the method of worship?
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AU J&T A hl THRTYT FIST T FRATH a&qcl FITUHT [dHA ST Jargadiel ST
JaTe TAH oo &1 | Tl JArEciedT e §ETed, A ¥ ddiesd araeaaHd
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