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Abstract

The article charts how the Magars from being important Gorkha monarchs’ supporters in the Middle
Ages and helping to unite the country were sidelined from governance and ultimately have ended up in
unjust imprisonment, forced identity changes, and state violences like the Romeo and Kilo Sierra Two
police operations during the 10-year Maoist insurgency. With 29 Heads of State in 35 years (from 1990 to
2025), the recent Gen Z upheaval of September 8/9 2025 is a stark demonstration of Loktantrik democratic
governments of Nepal’s miserable failure in the last three decades. This failure is not only for the Magars
but also for the over three and half million young Nepalese who, due to non-creation of job opportunities in
Nepal, are forced to go abroad just to keep their family’s kitchen fires burning back home!
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‘By God, he that is weakest among you shall be in my sight the
strongest, until [ have vindicated for him his rights; but him that
is strongest will I treat as the weakest, until he complies with the
laws.’— From Asoka by Macphail (1951)

i) Introductory — On Being a Magar

The writer hails from the village of Nangi, presently ward 9
of Annapurna Gaon Palika Myagdi district, but has been living at
Dhumbarahi ward 4 of Kathmandu Mahanagar Palika since BS 2034.
Just across Dhumbarahi at Chandol lived the writer’s friend, Ananda
Prasad Shrestha, a retired professor of Tribhuvan University’s Centre
for Nepal and Asian Studies (CNAS). It was in early 2000 AD at the
height of Maoists’ insurgency, that the government, fearing Maoists’
infiltration into Kathmandu valley by lodging as tenants, published
the circular that all house owners having tenants must report the
tenants’ details to the CDO office. In such an environment, in the
middle of the night an armed security group knocked at Professor
Ananda Shrestha’s house at Chandol. He was asked whether he had
any tenants in his house. Despite the reply that he had none, they
barged into his house and searched each and every room. Before
leaving the house, the officer in charge asked Ananda where he came
from. To Tansen/Palpa reply, the officer immediately questioned ‘Are
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you a Magar?’ Palpa naturally is the heartland of
the Magarat region and the Maoist’s rag-tag army
at that time was literally all over the country. Next
morning, Ananda rang the writer informing about
the night episode and advised him to be extra
careful.

To explain the officer’s ‘Are you a Magar?’
inquisition, it is, perhaps, necessary to relate
in short the history of Magars during the last
four century rule of Shah monarchs. Some may
question the futility of this discussion in an era of
modern loktantrik democratic Republic Nepal. But
history, after all, is history and Winston Churchill
is supposed to have said: ‘A nation that forgets its
history has no future.” In the same breath, ‘If the
Magars forget their history, they too will have no
future.’

ii) Magars in Medieval Nepal

The ethnically majority Magars in the Gandak
region were one of the principal ally of the Gorkha
Shah kings from the time of Drabya Shah (1559—
1570 AD). Gorkha King Ram Shah (reign 1606—
1633 AD), famed for ‘Nyay paunu Gorkha janu’,
has in his 11"Thiti (Government of Nepal, 1854):

‘Pande, Panth, Arjyal, Khanal, Ranal,
Bohara timiharu Chha Thar bhayau
timiharu Chha Thar bhanyako baddhyako kya
arthale ho bhanya ... timiharuka santan, dar
santanlai hamra santan darsantanle gadiko
sojho garyanjal samma thami baksaula bhani

hokum bhai thiti badhi baksanu bhayo ...’

Over a century later King Prithwi Narayan
Shah (reign 1742 — 1775 AD) had that Chha Thar
distilled down to Char Thar (Government of
Nepal, n.d.) with:

‘Pande, Basnyat, Pant bhaiyad Magarlai

maratap dida alopalo gari khana dinu. Yi mera

nun gun ka swajha sewak hun. Yiniharuko

Jjib janya biram garyako bhaya pani afule

namarnu baru maratap diyera ladaima jhosi

dinu ...’

While Pande, Panth and Magar were
retained, Prithwi Narayan Shah displaced Arjyal,
Khanal and Bohara by Basnyat. Researchers
should also note that Ram Shah’s Rana thar has
been replaced by the whole Magar ethnicity. In the
writer’s opinion it is likely that Prithwi Narayan
Shah, after his Nuwakot victory, repented killing
Gyami (Jayant) Rana by skinning him alive. He,
hence, remembering Gyami Rana’s ... huna ta ma
hajuraiko hun tara Jaya Prakash Mallako nun
khaihalya!’, ‘afule namarnu’ and in his Char Thar
included the whole ethnic Magars.

As the largest ethnic group (National Statistics
Office, 2023)% the Magars have played important
roles during the critical unification of the Baise and
Chaubise Rajyas of Nepal though some question
the word unification preferring subjugation instead.
The erudite scholar, Mahesh Chandra Regmi,
lucidly put that role on record (Regmi, 1995):

‘Approximately 49 men attained the position
of Kajis during the period from 1768 to 1814
... At least seven among the 49 Kajis of this
period were Magars of the Rana and Thapa
clans while one, Narsing, was a Gurung.
Several Magars were appointed as Kajis during
Queen Rajendra Laxmi’s regency (1777-’85)
including Bandhu Rana, his brother, Sarvajit
Rana and Devadatta Thapa. The turbulent
period following Ran Bahadur’s assassination
marked the virtual end of Magar-Gurung
representation at the Kaji level.’

During the regency of Queen Rajendra
Laxmi, Pratap Shah’s widow and mother of Rana
Bahadur, Kazi Sriharsha Panth was instrumental
(Acharya, 2022 B.S.)? in circulating false rumours
about Kazi Sarvajit Rana being the paramour of
Queen Rajendra Laxmi®. This resulted in Sarvajit
Rana’s beheading when Bahadur Shah became the
Regent and imprisoned the Queen. As indicated by
Mahesh Chandra Regmi, the Magar representation
at the upper echelon of ruling virtually ended
when General Abhiman Singh Rana (Magar) was
assassinated during Jung Bahadur Kunwar’s® Kot
Massacre of September 1846 AD. Then with the
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hanging of Lakhan Thapa, a Captain in Nepal
Army, at Bungkot Gorkha in 1877, Jung Bahadur
completely decimated the Magars’ representation
in the governance of Nepal. The Ranas with the
support of colonial British India ruled Nepal for 104
years from 1847 to 1951 AD. So now let us move
forward to Magars of Modern Nepal. The writer,
deliberately refraining from discussing the Gurkhas
in the Indian and British armies, merely wishes
to illustrate the present plight of Magars with the
following three sad cases of mal-governance in
Nepal.

ili) Magars in Modern Nepal - during
Panchyati Raj:

a) Plight of Mahabir Pun: It is, perhaps,
best to quote Mahabir himself from his
autobiographical book (Pun, 2023):

2038 HITTh! SR WI SHAd 908
ETYUTT a1 7 e BTSEheT garse g |

AT | 1 BT TRl A dseTeht ferderTeht T
e srfeepry sreriq. fafeetre gmmer o |
fafeatien! AT THFST 9= Sl AFS AL 3eh!
T T A 2 A W ke |

R0¥3 WGl THUAH. I Afeqw udren
Ifegea e | warremr fomffes Sta
fegteant feru T frershes ferietenent wamm sfeeshT
forg | Y fom T T heTTehIa e o Rt
qATS T T fRrershesetrs aret foo fora |

ot ¥ o faderesr fufeen mem s
e SfeTashl ek SwearehiamT e 7T | et
frlereren! 9T SHr TR fRrershaTs <TdhT
&, foe 9 g, foe =ie 3@ W das 3
FHSTE! T A Tl ATt | Riershes et
afy ket siter | 7 fafestient ufesafs fod | seht
q AYE AT WL AATE I F8a A i
3340 |
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fafesn qor gt wilarfesr faer e
RreTheEaTs TSIyl ? Riarshesah! o TTed!
forIT T 2 Tt 3 TR 9T UfS FRATE TR T
I Bt afe o= farfaes ot fafestt o ae o,
“f 1 B AATS THeRTs 2 AR qfereeEat ad
“FEATS THIA 7 ¥ | T qfereese HaTs qHTe

=R (p. 39) |

T A e T T fafestiar aas |wmat
TR, | T et HfeTI e U Thet D wuats
H TRt AT e Tetent T | 3R Us1ls URer et
T UfRAT | okt 2aT T foer Fafest wa |
Aot Aed afy 9 | 3 AT S <l
ST AR 2 9o A | B HE S AT
B YUl o MM S 9 | 3 S
foAet xRt gferarsieham @ | S1f qfererers
“AGATS T TR HHT ST FF |

TG AT qfereEhET ufeEr ® R g
| TR | 7omg R T & R i
qfTHEEaTS HIeaT STewt Ui el oITeT T
F0 9 | “fafest daet W gfeE & A
EElle

qfcrer=ehlehl 32T AT SHISTHT &R ST Sfetts
R TRITEHT & | IRTalTE fofa hieh ek
TR Afted | e qferd o ST SgHe
Qe SAfecre af fomien 8 |

Tl TIE TTg o AT AT et | Tl wfen
WIS STST Eaeal | T HIBHT & IgHes
forq T aptament ot § 1w afeus 3ga
et firTet TefiTuent SRt PRI | et Sterstedt
gied | dar foafs 9 Sgaet ke afy
oITeT &1 BTl | Faqh arefieeel TaTEfeusht
@ F0 @ | foee T st fafiare
ATEEHTERT JfTeret «f ST |
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QAR S8 o T oot gfore T
“qUTE TIHE T AR Bifefey | 6 7 wRiEe
|3 st fafestt siftemm ¢ | et
et we fafves <ners fr oo & 2
WU | FafeTer HaATS gehld IO AR Shed
ST AN deRd gE W, THRET qeRy” W |
Aot af “fafestt W@ fommerer o= a3 2
qUISEHT SR 7 @i~ 17 9K ek | wreufs
G BTeThel T w Arefiears TrsfET fe
ST T | Helel 7S Tt To1e] Wl I,
TTATT | T Bl HIfH |

cAfISIATehT TSHTEET ST STl et HeATs el
fa Tt 311y W Tere fogva | 3 T
Teffep e WO | 9 3 e we W | ushes
femufes arefiewein “n ora Rershsht SR @
T ekt Ut ST s hramTel &8 (p. 48) |

From Kathmandu’s

American Library,
Mahabir applied for scholarship from various
colleges in USA for over a year. Finally in
September 1988 (4soj 2045 BS), Leonard Skov,
Dean of Kearney State College, Kearney, Nebraska,
(which while Mahabir was still at Kearney later
became University of Nebraska at Kearney)
offered® Mahabir the scholarship of ‘cither a
graduate assistantship or some form of financial
aid of comparable value’. After four years of hard
work, Mahabir earned his Bachelor and Master’s
degrees in August 1992 (Bhadra 2049 BS). Despite
being jailed for seven days by the Chitwan CDO,
Mahabir decided to return to his Nangi village in
Nepal. In his book, he records:

TR A SHNHER] THT FH1E g1 SR T

FEHIA BIST AT HIGQUH 9T I &aT T

ehehl B~ WHHT 9L ST EIED | aT Ford

[REUEECER

He records that he actually returned to Nepal
just to meet his family that he had missed for four

years and travel around his birth place. It was during
such travels around the beautiful Myagdi, Lamjung

and the Annapurna region that generated in him
the call for service to the areas. He first raised his
birthplace Nangi’s Himanchal Secondary School to
High School and later constructed two lodges for
tourists at Nangi and Mahare. For his innovative
Wi-Fi work in rural areas, he was awarded the
Ramon Magsaysay Award in 2007. While working
on his Kirtipur based National Innovation Centre,
he was inducted, after the Gen Z upheaval of
September 8/9 2025, as the Minister of Education,
Science and Technology on September 22, 2025 in
the Interim Government of Prime Minister Sushila
Karki.

b) Plight of Pasang Tamangni: In Shrawan
2064 BS, a fortnight ahead of Janai Purnima,
the writer made a pilgrimage to Gosaikunda
where he happened to meet Pasang Tamangni
of Namaste Lodge.

The writer had ample opportunity to chat with
the lodge owner, a middle-aged Tamang, and his
sprightly young cook, Pasang Tamangni — aged
about 20/21 years. Hearing that he had come from
Kathmandu, Pasang was quick to inform that she
had undertaken a three months’ cooking course
at Rabi Bhavan’s Hotel Management. Apparently
seeing the writer’s flat mongoloid face, she was
keen to know what his jat exactly was. Told that he
was a Pun Magar, she exclaimed that she too was
a Magar. The writer teased how come a Tamangni
could dare to claim to be a Magarni. But when she
replied that her father had told her never to marry
a Pulami Magar boy, he realized that she was not
concocting a story. Yes, Pulami is indeed a Magar
clan. With a little prodding, Pasang Tamangni’s
story unfolded thus: Pasang’s grandfather was
a Pulami Magar in the Tadi/Nuwakot area and
married a Tamangni from Rasuwa. As the couple
had difficulties making their living with the little
lands they had at Tadi, her grandmother coaxed her
husband to migrate to Sanu Bharkhu in Rasuwa
where her Maiti had plenty of land. There her
father was born and after his marriage she and her
brothers were also born at Sanu Bharkhu. As her
father needed a citizenship certificate, he went to
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Dhunche, the district headquarter. Because her
father hailed from Sanu Bharkhu, an exclusively
Tamang village, the CDO refused to give him
the citizenship certificate with the Pulami Magar
surname. Pasang’s father was, thus, converted into
a Tamang and she a Tamangni! If one may add, a
gotra hatya by the Rasuwa CDO!

Such atrocities on Mahabir and Pasang’s
family were all conducted during the Panchyati
Raj. Let us now see the fate of Magars during the
democratic Loktantrik multiparty Raj’after the fall
of Panchyat Raj in 1990.

iv) Magars in Modern Nepal — during
Loktantrik multiparty Democratic Raj

Going back to the introductory paragraph of
this article’s ‘Are you a Magar?’ question, readers
must be quite familiar with the government’s two
police operations ‘Romeo’ and ‘Kilo Sierra Two’
during the Maoists’ insurgency.

a) Romeo Operation: In September 1995
(Asoj 2052), Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s Home Minister Khum Bahadur
Khadga launched a special police operation
called ‘Romeo’ in Rolpa. The Human Rights
Yearbook 1995 (Informal Sector Service
Centre, 1996) reported ‘The government
initiated ...... suppressive operations to a
degree of state terror. Especially the workers
of United People’s Front (UPF) were brutally
suppressed.” Under the direct leadership of
local ruling party workers, the police searched
UPF cadre’s homes in 11 villages of Rolpa
district and tortured and arrested many of
them. Nearly 600 locals left the villages due
to this police operation. One hundred and
thirty-two people were arrested without being
served with warrants. Among the arrested
were some who were over 75 years of age. All
the detained were subject to torture (Thapa &
Sijapati, 2003).

b) Kilo Sierra Two Operation: In May 1998
Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala and his
Home Minister Govinda Raj Joshi launched

<)
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the infamous search and kill operation
codenamed ‘Kilo Sierra Two’. The killing
of Maoists and their supporters — as well as
civilians caught in the middle — escalated to
unprecedented heights. And unlike Operation
Romeo that had concentrated on a particular
area in the western hills, ‘Kilo Sierra Two’
was spread out across all the ‘Maoist-affected’
regions of the country. It is to be noted that
this police operation was launched at a time
when the Koirala government was dependent
of the external support of the CPN(ML) and
continued even after the CPN(UML) had
replaced the CPN(ML) in December 1998.

Around 500 people were killed during ‘Kilo
Sierra Two’, and although many of them may
have been Maoists or their supporters, some
of the casualties were definitely innocents.
The pain and suffering of the peasantry due
to police action seems to have boomeranged
on the political establishment and the police,
as new recruits flocked to the Maoist side. ‘In
the main areas of struggle when massacres in
dozens were carried out in one village after
another, the poor peasants inspired the Party
continuously asserting ‘let the Party continue
People’s War for which they were ready to
sacrifice everything’, wrote Puspa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ (Thapa & Sijapati, 2003,
p. 92).

40-Point Charter of Demands to Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba by Dr.
Baburam Bhattarai on behalf of the United
People’s Front Nepal on 4 February 1996:

In such environment of police operations,
just six days after the Foreign Ministers
of the two countries, Dr. Prakash Chandra
Lohani and Pranab Mukherji, signed the
Integrated Mahakali Treaty® at Kathmandu
on 29" January 1996, Dr. Baburam Bhattarai,
Chairman of Central Committee, United
People’s Front delivered the 40-Point Charter
of Demands to Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba on 4" February 1996 (RAOnline Nepal,
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n.d.). Of the 40 Points, the writer would like
to highlight the following eight salient points
(Satp.org, n.d.):

1) Point One: All discriminatory treaties,
including the 1950 Nepal-India Treaty,
should be abrogated.

2) Point Two: The so-called Integrated
Mahakali Treaty concluded on 29
January 1996 should be repealed
immediately, as it is designed to conceal
the disastrous Tanakpur Treaty and
allows India imperialist monopoly
over Nepal’s water resources.

3) Point Four: The Gurkha/Gorkha
Recruitment Centres should be closed.
Nepali citizens should be provided
dignified employment in the country.

4) Point Six: The domination of foreign
capital in Nepali industries, business and
finance should be stopped.

5) Point Fourteen: Everyone arrested
extra-judicially for political reasons or
revenge in Rukum, Rolpa, Jajarkot,
Gorkha, Kavre, Sindhupalchowk,
Sindhuli, Dhanusa, Ramechhap and
so on should be immediately released.
All false cases should be immediately
withdrawn.

6) Point Fifteen: The operation of armed
police, repression and State-sponsored
terror should be immediately stopped.

7) Point 20: All racial exploitation and
suppression should be stopped. Where
ethnic communities are in the majority,
they should be allowed to form their
own autonomous governments.

8) Point 21: Discrimination against
downtrodden and backward people
should be stopped. The system of
untouchability should be eliminated.

However, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba, turning a complete deaf ear to Dr.
Bhattarai’s 40-Point demands, opted instead
to head for his New Delhi pilgrimage with his

d)

entourage and again re-initialed the Integrated
Mahakali Treaty with Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao on 12" February 1996.A day
later on 13" February 1996, the CPN-Maoists
fired their first ‘People’s War Shots’ attacking
the police posts simultaneously in three
districts: Rolpa/Holeri, Rukum/Athbiskot-
Rari and Sindhuli/Sindhuligarhi (OHCHR,
2012). Thus began the 10-year insurgency
(1996-2006) that took the precious lives
of over 17,000 Nepalese, mostly Magars,
while fighting the so called ‘rag-tag People’s
Army’ of CPN-Maoists (TIJER, 2024). The
following is an illustrative case of atrocities in
Rolpa, a Magar majority district:

Fate of Rolpa’s Mulman Budha and
Kumari Budha:

From the book A4 Kingdom Under Siege
Nepal’s Maoist Insurgency, 1996 to 2003
(Thapa & Sijapati, 2003, p. 4-5):

‘Mirul, a village in Rolpa district is a village
without men. It is a Kham Magar village of
265 houses without men. In the first year of
the insurgency, Mirul held the record for the
largest number of killings in Rolpa district.
This village is a case study in the ‘making of
Maoists.” ...

Sympathizers of the UPF [United People’s
Front, the then political wing of the CPN
(Maoist)], teachers, farmers and in the end,
all the able-bodied men, had fled in the wake
of arbitrary arrests and killings. It started with
the killing of Mulman Budha, the ‘smart’
farmer of the village who was organizing the
community’s drinking water project. Mane
Karne, the son of the local village Mukhiya
(chief), now allied to the Nepali Congress,
used the police to settle political and personal
scores, targeting Mulman Budha. Just two
days before, he [Mulman] had begun adult
literacy classes. Maoists retaliated and killed
the ‘informer” Man Bahadur Roka. The
police hit back charging 42 people with his
murder, including in the charge-sheet the




names of all those associated with the UPF
and others whom Mane Karne wanted to get
even with — women and men. Police justice
was dramatically demonstrated when four
men were picked up one night. Kumari Budha
(aged 23), the daughter of one of the men
went with food and clothes for her father. She
too was detained at the police post. Kumari
Budha was raped and killed. The five half-
burnt bodies were found smouldering the next
day. It is a memory which even the children
obsessively recall.’

Concluding Words

When Prime Minister GP Koirala was heckled
and shown black flags during his Rolpa visit, an
infuriated Prime Minister requested King Birendra
to mobilize the Army against the Maoists. The
benign King Birendra refused and many believe his
refusal was based on the following logic as recorded
by Narendra Raj Panday, former Press Secretary to
King Birendra, in his book King Birendra — As |
Knew Him (Panday, 2019):

‘Maoists: One of the fundamental causes of
the rise of the Maoists is that the system is
not functioning. Added to it are, of course,
poverty, underdevelopment, ideology
etc...Non-functioning system: when a
complaint is lodged with the police against
high-handedness of miscreants in villages
there is no action at all and even when there
is action and arrest, the culprits are released
under political pressure. Then people turn
to Maoist or become Maoist to take revenge
with the person....The Maoist areas used to
be hemp-growing region at a time. It used
to grow everywhere and India was a big
market. But after it was banned, the people
there felt deprived. So it is more an economic
than political. ... Using army to solve the
Maoist problem is the last option. It means
acceptance of defeat. ... To the Institution of
Monarchy, a Maoist is first and foremost a
Nepali then only he is a Maoist.’
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Thus, the atrocities committed on Rolpa’s
Mulman and his daughter Kumari Budha, Rasuwa’s
Pasang and Myagdi’s Mahabir are but a mere
tip of an iceberg. The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) set up in 2015, nine years after
the Comprehensive Peace Accord of 2006, is still
languishing for ten years (Ghimire, 2025) as the
concerned political parties (Nepali Congress, CPN-
UML and CPN-Maoists) have their own vested
interests and not that of the nation. South Africa’s
TRC, chaired by Desmond Tutu, constituted in
1996 after the end of apartheid, submitted its report
in 2000 AD and was succeeded by the Institute for
Justice and Reconciliation (Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, South Africa, 2026). With 29 Heads
of State in 35 years (from 1990 to 2025), with
many heading the government three or four times
and Sher Bahadur Deuba an incredible five times,
the recent Gen Z upheaval of September 8/9 2025
is a stark demonstration of Loktantrik democratic
governments of Nepal’s miserable failure in the
last three decades. This failure is not only for the
Magars but also for the over three and half million
young Nepalese who, due to non-creation of job
opportunities in Nepal (Karki, 2025), are forced to
go abroad just to keep their family’s kitchen fires
burning back home!

References

Acharya, B. (2022 B.S.). Nepalko sarksipta vrttanta
[T |l Far=]. Promod Shumshere

and Nir Bickram “Pyasi”; FinePrint Books.

Bista, D. B. (1991). Fatalism and development:
Nepal's struggle for modernization. Orient
Longman.

Ghimire, B. (2025, December 14). Transitional
justice panels stuck in red tape now cite March
polls for delay. The Kathmandu Post.

Government of Nepal. (1854 BS). Muluki Ain
ReeEal ). Government of Nepal.

Government of Nepal. (n.d.). Bada Maharajdhiraj
Prithwinarayan Shahko Dibya Upadesh [S€1
HENSIRRST qediArm=eT smeshl feg 3uqe).
e weTer, qde form.

Shodhmala (3TEMTET) ISSN: 2350-8531


https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/12/14/transitional-justice-panels-stuck-in-red-tape-now-cite-march-polls-for-delay
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/12/14/transitional-justice-panels-stuck-in-red-tape-now-cite-march-polls-for-delay
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/12/14/transitional-justice-panels-stuck-in-red-tape-now-cite-march-polls-for-delay

Volume 11, Issue 1,2026

Informal Sector Service Centre. (1996). Human
rights yearbook 1995. Informal Sector Service
Centre.

Karki, H. (2025, December 16). Nepal’s ban fails
to stop Nepalis from working in Iraq. The
Kathmandu Post.

Macphail, J. M. (1951). Asoka. The Heritage of
India Series.

National Statistics Office. (2023). National
population and housing census 2021 : National
report. Government of Nepal.

OHCHR. (2012). OHCHR Nepal conflict report
2012 (summary). Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Panday, N. R. (2019). King Birendra—As I knew
him. Nalini Panday.

Pun, M. (2023). Mahabir Pun: Samjhana, sapana
ra abiral yatra [FeTAR 9 GFERAT, 99T
T Hfare A (First publication). National
Innovation Centre.

RAOnline Nepal. (n.d.). History of Maoist
insurgency — Main causes of the conflict.
RAOnline.ch.

Regmi, D. R. (2007). Modern Nepal (Vols. 1 & 1I;
reprint of original 1961 ed.). Rupa & Co.

Regmi, M. C. (1995). Kings and political leaders
of the Gorkhali Empire, 1768—1814. Orient
Longman.

Risal, B., & Pokharel, B.R. (2018). Nepalaka mantrt
ra samsadhari: 2007-2075 BS: Pradesaka
mantri ra samsadaharitko namavali sahita
[(TeTeRT TT T AiAees: R009-300Y a9
TRITHT HAT T FIAGEed! ATHEel died).
Sikai Samiha.

Satp.org. (n.d.). 40-point demand — Nepal Maoists.
South Asian Terrorism Portal.

Thapa, D., & Sijapati, B. (2003). 4 kingdom under
siege: Nepal's Maoist insurgency, 1996-2003.
The Printhouse.

TIJER. (2024). The Maoist insurgency in
Nepal: Overview and consequences. The

International ~ Journal — of  Engineering
Research (TIJER), 11(9), 1-15.

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, South
Africa. (2026). Encyclopaedia Britannica.

Notes

1. Magar Ranas are the original Ranas and should
not be confused with the later period Ranas.
Prime Minister Jung Bahadur Rana is actually
a Kunwar as his father is Bal Narsingh Kunwar
who killed Sher Bahadur Shahi as he had
killed King Rana Bahadur Shah in 1806 AD.
Dor Bahadur Bista (1991) in his well-known
book Fatalism and Development stated °...
a Khas general secured a position of power
soon after he became the Prime Minister and
took the title of Rana for himself and his
family imitating the Indian Rajput style ...’

2. According to the 2021 Population Census
of Nepal: Chhetri — 16.45%, Brahman (hill)
— 11.29%, Magar — 6.90%, Tharu — 6.20%,
Newar —4.60%

3. During the first Regency of Queen Rajendra
Laxmi, Bahadur Shah wanted to attack
Tanahu and expand the Gorkha kingdom
towards the west. As the Queen was not for
it, the feud started between them. With the
support of Kazi Sarvajit Rana, the Queen
imprisoned Bahadur Shah. This cost Sarvajit
Rana his head when Bahadur Shah, with the
help of Chautariya Daljit Shah, took over the
Regency by imprisoning Rajendra Laxmi.
From Acharya (2022 B.S.).

4. Queen Rajendra Laxmi, keen to protect

her infant son, Rana Bahadur, the rightful
heir of the Nepal throne °...was a dynamic
personality... handled the swords and guns
like an officer...She rode horses and marched
at the head of a procession of soldiers bidding
them farewell to go to the battlefield. She
had raised a corps of women volunteers
arming them to the teeth (for her protection).
... But this was done to the chagrin of the
traditionalist nobility who took offence at her
manly habits... (and thus worked) to bring
about her downfall. Daljit Shah, the Chief of
Chautara, was the leader of this group.” From
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Regmi (2007).

To be noted at the time of 1846 Kot Massacre,
Abhiman Singh was a Rana while Jung
Bahadur was a Kunwar. Dor Bahadur Bista
(1991) in his incisive book Fatalism and
Development writes (p. 37): ‘... The last
historic incident was when they (Bahun
pandits) had Jung Bahadur Kunwar, a
Khas, adopt the title of Rana, developing a
fictitious ancestry of Rajput origin from the
southern plains.’

Mahabir in his book records that the Dean,
Leonard Skov, selected him not because of his
educational qualifications but because he very
much wanted to have someone in his college
from Nepal, the land of Everest!

During the 35 years (1990-2025 AD) of
Loktantrik multiparty democratic Raj, the
following 29 personalities headed the Nepal
government: Of those 29, one was King GB
Shah, two others Chief Justices Khil Raj
Regmi and Sushila Karki and the rest of 26
were all Political leaders. From April 1990
till December 2025: 1- KP Bhattarai 2- GP
Koirala 3- MM Adhikari 4- SB Deuba 5- LB
Chand 6- SB Thapa 7- GP Koirala 8- KP
Bhattarai9- GP Koirala 10- SB Deuba 11- LB
Chand 12- SB Thapa 13- SB Deuba 14- King
GB Shah (February 2005) 15- GP Koirala 16-
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PK Dahal 17- MK Nepal 18- JN Khanall9-
Dr. BR Bhattarai 20- Chief Justice KR Regmi
(March 2013) 21- S Koirala 22- KP Sharma
Oli 23- PK Dahal 24- SB Deuba 25- KP
Sharma Oli26- SB Deuba 27- PK Dahal28-
KP Sharma Oli29- Sushila Karki former Chief
Justice (till December 2025). From Risal and
Pokharel (2018). One notes SB Deuba 5
times Prime Minister, GP Koirala 4 times, KP
Sharma Oli and PK Dahal each 3 times, the
2 timer Prime Ministers were KP Bhattarai,
SB Thapa and LB Chand! Of the 29 Heads of
State in 35 years, these seven persons alone
were Prime Ministers for 21 times! Such is the
Shakespearean tragedy of Nepal!

While ratifying the Integrated Mahakali Treaty in
1996, Water Resources Minister Pashupati SJB
Rana claimed that the 6,480 MW Pancheshwar
Project, the Treaty’s main flagship, would make
Nepal’s sun rise from the west. Not to be out-
smarted, the ebullient Khadga Prasad Oli Sharma,
the then Coordinator of CPN-UML’s Mahakali
Treaty Study Task Force, further claimed that
Nepal would earn annually Rs 120 Arab from
sale to India of Nepal’s portion of electricity from
Pancheshwar Project. Unfortunately, for 29 years
till 2025, Nepal’s sun continues to rise from the
east and not a paisa has tinkled into Nepal’s coffer
from sale of Pancheshwar electricity to India!
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