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Abstract

This article focuses on the relationship of the Sanskrit language with the languages of the
world, its influence on global language, literature, religion, philosophy, and grammar, as well
as its relevance in the present time. In the article prepared on the basis of a qualitative
approach, primary sources include the Sanskrit language and various texts related to it, while
secondary sources comprise world languages and materials related to them. In order to study
the relationship between Sanskrit and other languages, as well as its influence on literature,
religion, philosophy, and grammar, materials have been collected from various dictionaries.
For analytical purposes, historical linguistics—particularly theories of Glottochronology, the
tree model, and linguistic reconstruction—has been used as the foundational framework. The
key conclusion drawn from this analysis is that among the many languages that evolved after
the origin of life on Earth, Sanskrit stands as one of the most ancient. However, just as
changes have occurred over time in the world, languages—being an integral part of
existence—have also undergone changes. Therefore, the language that was in use at the
beginning of human civilization was not the same as today’s Sanskrit but a closely related
predecessor. Sanskrit is the language in which the Vedas, Upanishads, epics, Puranas,
Dharmashastra (religious texts), literature, Economics (Arthashastra), Ayurveda, Architecture
(Vastu Shastra), Yoga, Astrology, and the world’s most structured grammar— Astadhyayt —
have been composed. Owing to the immense knowledge preserved in these texts, Sanskrit has
had a profound and lasting influence not only on the literature, philosophy, religion, and
grammar of the Indian subcontinent but also on those of other countries like Germany, the
United Kingdom, the United States, China, and Japan. Sanskrit has even made significant
contributions to the field of modern linguistics. With its beautiful, harmonious, and logical
structure, Sanskrit is a language capable of preserving a vast store of knowledge and science,
making it highly valuable in today’s global context.
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Introduction

Language is the primary medium that enables human beings to engage in deep
contemplation, thereby giving true meaning to the identity of "man" (manusya). The ancient
etymologist Yaska also affirms this by stating: “Matva karmani sivyati iti manusyah —
meaning, one who acts through thought and reflection is called a human (Yaska. 600,
BCE/Nirukta, Naighantuka Kanda, 2). Humans acquire knowledge through contemplation
and express it with the aid of that same reflective process. If contemplation is the inner form
of language, the mind is the instrument that performs this task. Since only humans possess
the capacity for such reflective thought, it is the mind and language that distinguish humans
from other living beings. The word language (bhasa) itself signifies the external expression
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of internal contemplation. Through spoken language, humans convey their thoughts to others
and receive others' thoughts in return—engaging in mutual exchange of ideas. Therefore, the
primary purpose of language is communication and thought exchange. It can be said that
language came into existence shortly after the creation of humanity for this very reason. Once
people began exchanging ideas through language, the tendency to collaborate socially and to
transfer acquired knowledge and experience also developed. With the evolution of written
language, traditions of documenting knowledge, experience, history, and culture for future
generations emerged. This shows how significantly language has contributed to the overall
development of human civilization. Thus, language originated alongside the creation of the
world, and over time, various forms and distinctions of language developed in response to
temporal change.

Among the languages of the world, Sanskrit is one of the most ancient. Historians
and linguists estimate Sanskrit to be at least four thousand years old, though it seems even
older. This estimation is based on the availability of written records in Sanskrit. The Rigveda,
considered the world's oldest text, is written in this language. Not only Eastern scholars, but
also Western scholars like Max Miiller and A. A. Macdonell have regarded the Rigveda as
the earliest written document in the world. Since this knowledge was passed down orally, the
Vedas are referred to as sruti (that which is heard). According to traditional Hindu calendars,
we are over 5,126 years into the Kali Yuga, and since the Mahabharata—which used
Sanskrit—occurred just before this era, it is evident that Sanskrit has been in use for over
5200 years. Based on the traditional division of ages (Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and Kali Yugas)
as described in the Puranas, some even suggest that this language is hundreds of thousands of
years old. Although it's clear that language has existed since the dawn of human civilization,
it remains uncertain whether the language in use back then was Sanskrit itself or a closely
related predecessor. Historical linguists, by comparing available linguistic forms, have
reconstructed a hypothetical Proto-Indo-European language, which appears slightly different
from standardized Sanskrit but closely related to it. Hence, based on linguistic proximity and
antiquity, Sanskrit is often considered older than Greek or Latin. Just as time brings change to
the world, language too evolves over time; thus, while the language from the beginning of
creation may not be today’s Sanskrit, it was likely a close predecessor. Despite such
evolution, all the above evidence confirms that Sanskrit is indeed an ancient language. Not
only is it ancient, but it also encompasses subjects from diverse fields such as the Vedas,
Upanishads, Epics, Puranas, Dharmasastra (religious law), literature, Economics
(Arthasastra), Ayurveda, Architecture (Vastusastra), Yoga, Astrology, and more. It also
possesses the world’s most well-structured grammar. In terms of vocabulary and literary
elegance, Sanskrit is one of the richest languages in the world. It offers a vast number of
synonyms that are unmatched by other languages. Panini’s Astadhyayr, a foundational
grammar of Sanskrit, was cited by linguist Noam Chomsky as a precursor to his Generative
transformational grammar theory. Similarly, linguist Leonard Bloomfield referred to it as one
of the greatest monuments of human intellect. In 1985, NASA scientist Rick Briggs, in his
article 'Knowledge Representation in Sanskrit and Artificial Intelligence’, stated that due to its
systematic structure, Sanskrit is a suitable language for computer programming and artificial
intelligence.

Because Sanskrit is an ancient, rich, and structurally organized language, it has
naturally influenced many other languages around the world. Therefore, this article focuses
on addressing the scholarly inquiry : Which languages have been influenced by Sanskrit, and
what is the contemporary relevance of Sanskrit today ?
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Methodology

This is a qualitative study based primarily on library research. The primary sources
used in this study include the Sanskrit language itself and various related classical texts. The
secondary sources comprise global languages and literature associated with them.To
examine the influence of Sanskrit on other languages, relevant materials were collected from
various dictionaries. For the study of linguistic similarities, the research is grounded in the
principles of historical linguistics, particularly: Glottochronology, The Tree Model, and
The Theory of Linguistic Reconstruction. According to glottochronology, it is assumed
that in every 1,000-year period, approximately 15% of a language is lost and another 15% is
added. The tree model posits that languages evolve from a common root or origin.
Linguistic reconstruction involves collecting words from available written records to
reconstruct the probable earlier forms of a given language. In this process, the study follows
an analytical method, comparing phonological and structural similarities between Sanskrit
and other languages. Through this analysis, the study determines both the influence Sanskrit
has exerted on other languages and its current relevance in the modern linguistic landscape.
The Approach and Influence of the Sanskrit Language among Global Languages

To determine an approach and the influence of Sanskrit among world languages, it is
essential to first understand the origin, development, and expansion of language itself.
Therefore, before delving into Sanskrit’s global impact, this section begins with a discussion
on the origin and evolution of world languages.
The Process of Language Creation and the Sanskrit Language

Questions such as when was language created ?, how did it come into being?, and
what did it originate from? have long intrigued people. Just as there is curiosity about the
origin of the universe, it is natural to be curious about the origin of language, the very
medium through which we understand and describe the world. As a result, various theories
have been proposed to explain the creation of language. Among these, the main theories
include: The Imitation Theory (Bow-wow Theory), The Spontaneous Expression Theory
(Pooh-pooh Theory), The Work-Related Theory (Ding-dong Theory), The Performance
Theory(Yo-he-ho Theory), The Sociological Theory, The Religious Theory, and The Sphota
Theory.
According to the Imitation Theory, language was born when humans imitated the sounds of
animals—for example, the barking of dogs (bow-wow) or the meowing of cats (meow).The
Spontaneous Expression Theory suggests that language originated from natural expressions
of emotions such as pain, joy, surprise, etc., such as "ah!", "Oh!", or "ouch!". The Work-
Related Theory holds that language emerged when humans identified and vocalized the
natural sounds associated with various objects or actions. The Performance Theory argues
that language evolved from the collective sounds humans produced while working in groups,
such as chants or calls like "ho" or "hey-ho". According to the Religious Theory, language
was a divine gift bestowed by God upon humans and thus came into existence fully formed.
The Sociological Theory asserts that language originated out of a social necessity—
specifically, the need to communicate ideas and emotions. Lastly, the Sphota Theory
proposes that the potential for language has always existed in a latent "seed" form. It emerged
as a cosmic sound at the time of the universe’s creation to help distinguish and identify all
objects within it. As living beings came into existence and favorable conditions developed,
this potential manifested into spoken language through gradual evolution and expansion.

Among the various theories of the origin of language, the Sphota Theory presents a
view that appears particularly scientific. Sphotavada is a theory developed within the Eastern
grammatical tradition to study the process of linguistic creation. Although Panini alluded to
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the concept of sphota and Patafijali elaborated on some aspects of it, it was Bhartrhari (5th
century CE) who provided a detailed and systematic explanation and analysis of sphota from
philosophical, theoretical, and practical perspectives. His seminal work, the Vakyapadiya, is
fundamentally based on the analysis of this theory.

Drawing inspiration from the Rgveda and the Upanisads, Bhartrhari discusses the
origin of language and introduces the idea of sabda-brahman (Word as the Absolute Reality).
According to him, sabda-brahman is the eternal essence that holds the foundational elements
such as sat (existence) and cit (consciousness) in a quantum form, necessary for the creation
of the world and language. This essence is eternal, devoid of origin and destruction. In this
framework, Om is the signifier (vacaka) of Brahman, while Brahman is the signified (vacya).
The relationship between the signifier and the signified is mutually dependent. Hence, with
the creation of the cosmos, a language to denote and signify it must also arise. In this process
of creation, meaningful sound units like ka, kha, etc., emerge and extend into the living world
(Bhartrhari, 1965.Vakyapadiya 1.1). According to Sphotavada, every child, as a part of the
universe, possesses the inherent capacity to acquire and organize language. This cognitive
capacity is innate, resides in the intellect (buddhi), and is universal in nature. Just as from the
all-pervading sky (@kasa), the creation of a pot gives rise to ghatakasa (space within the pot),
and once broken, that space merges back into the universal sky—similarly, when a child
learns specific words like "mother” or "father,” it is essentially the manifestation of a
particular linguistic expression from a universal linguistic potential.

If a pot cannot exist without space, no matter how much effort is made, similarly, had
a child not possessed this universal capacity, it would not be able to learn such specific
linguistic forms. This capacity, like the sky, is universal, while the words are language-
specific, like particular pots. This explains why different languages use different words—
Sanskrit uses vrksa, Nepali rukh, and English tree—to represent the same object.

Bhartrhari refers to the relationship between signifier (word) and signified (meaning) as
sphota. According to him, "That from which meaning is revealed or illuminated is sphota"
(Bhartrhari, 1965.Vakyapadiya 2.31). Therefore, a word cannot exist without meaning, and
the very purpose of a word is to convey meaning. Consequently, the ability of language came
into existence simultaneously with the creation of life and the world. From the perspective of
its internal structure, language is one; but when expressed externally, it manifests in diverse
forms. Hence, Bhartrhari says:

Ekameva yadamnatam bhinnam Saktivyapasrayat

aprthaktve'pi saktibhyah prthaktveneva vartate .

(Bhartrhari, 1965.Vakyapadiya 1.2)

This means: Although language is fundamentally one, it appears diverse in the world
due to being grounded in different powers or capacities.

Bhartrihari said this in the context of the internal structure of language. Therefore, his
belief is that although the spoken words may be different, their linguistic potency remains the
same. To clarify linguistic competence and its external manifestation, Bhartrihari accepted
the four levels of speech as mentioned in the Rgveda:



Sahayaatra, Vol. 9(1), 2026 (May), ISSN: 2594-3154
55

Diagram 1
The Process of language creation

-~ External Form of Language
__ Forms Present in the Expression Process

_ Internal form of language

According to the diagram 1, the Para stage is the seed form (quantum form) of
language, while the Pasyantt stage is the state where the necessary background for language
use is prepared. Just as a plant contained as a seed in a corn kernel is ready to sprout only
after the combination of soil and water, similarly, language, which exists in a latent or seed-
like state, also sprouts in a mature state. Therefore, this stage represents the state where the
linguistic form arises in the intellect. The Madhyama stage is the second stage of language.
Just as a maize seed that has absorbed soil and water becomes active and ready to grow, the
linguistic form in the intellect enters the articulation process, preparing its internal structure
for external expression. In this stage too, language remains in an abstract state, making
Madhyama another aspect of the internal structure of language. The combined form of
Pasyanti and Madhyama stages collectively represents the Sphota. The external expression of
language is the Vaikhari stage. This stage is therefore called the external structure of
language, which is an organized community of sounds. Once language is articulated, it
returns to the seed form stage. This fact is indicated by the double-arrow symbol in the
diagram.

Thus, every living being possesses linguistic capacity in the Para stage. However, due
to limited linguistic ability, non-human animals can produce sounds but cannot fully develop
them as humans do. Therefore, modern linguist Hockett (1970, p. 574) defines the fully
developed meaningful sound system that humans use for exchanging ideas as language,
whereas the sound systems used by non-human animals to communicate with one another are
termed communication.

The linguistic capacity and its process of manifestation mentioned by Bhartrhari have
been termed Langue and Parole respectively by Ferdinand de Saussure (1959, p. 96), while
Noam Chomsky (1965, p. 45) referred to them as Competence and Performance. From an
internal or conceptual perspective, language is one and the same, but in terms of speech, it is
diverse. Chomsky proposed that since language is uniform at the competence level and
differs only at the performance level, all languages of the world can be studied through a
single grammar. He called this universal grammar/UG (Chomsky, 1965, p. 45). This idea is
essentially an interpretation of the Sphota theory. Historical linguists also attempt to
reconstruct ancient forms of language by comparing words from different languages, which is
essentially an effort to discover the original language.

Bhartrhari also explained the linguistic creation process that occurs from the Para
stage to the Vaikhari stage. According to him, the world was created from Brahman, and
language originated from the utterance 3% (Om), which is its Vacaka (signifier). Since the
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signifier and the signified are intrinsically connected, Om is another name for Brahman
(Sharma, 1961, Mandikya Upanisad 1.1-8). This sound arose spontaneously alongside the
creation of the living world. This represents the Para stage of language. Therefore, it is not
uttered by any particular individual but is a collective sound pervading the entire universe
eternally and continuously.

This Om (3%), when expressed externally (as Vaikhari) through internal articulatory

processes—such as sprsta (fully touched by the tongue and palate), Tsatsprsta (slightly
touched), 1sadvivrta (slightly open), and vivrta (fully open)—manifests as three fundamental
sounds: "A", "U", and "M". From these three basic sounds, all other phonemes (sounds) are
subsequently generated. The unified script symbols of Om also indicate these three sounds:
‘A’, ‘U’, and ‘M’ (Sharma, 1961, Mandikya Upanisad 1.1-8). Since, in the process of
language creation, the first sounds to arise are vowels without obstruction (Avarna), followed
by rounded vowels (Uvarna), and then labial consonants (Osthasthaniya Vyafjana), it is clear
that Om is the primary source of language. This is further confirmed by the fact that when
children begin to speak, they first produce vowels without obstruction (A, A), then rounded
vowels (U, U), followed by labial consonants (P, Ph, B, Bh, M), and only afterward do they
pronounce other vowels and consonants.

It is clear that at the beginning of creation there was only one language. However, it is
not certain how much time it took for that ancient language to evolve into Sanskrit. Panini
used the word Sanskrit in the sense of “refined” (Astadhyayi, 2003, 4.2.16). Therefore, as
Panini stated, Sanskrit was standardized after he composed the Astadhyayi based on the
refined forms taken from various linguistic varieties prevalent in his contemporary society.
The language standardized by him is somewhat different from the language of the Vedas.
Hence, later scholars classified Sanskrit into two types: Vedic Sanskrit and Classical
(Laukika) Sanskrit.

After this, Sanskrit developed along two streams. One group continued to use the
Sanskrit standardized by Panini, while the other group modified it for ease of pronunciation
and spoke a changed form. The language that developed through this transformation is called
Prakrta, and from this Prakrta language, the modern Aryan languages such as Hindi, Nepali,
Maithili, Gujarati, and others originated. The Prakrta language that developed from Sanskrit
carries some features of Classical Sanskrit as well as some features of Vedic Sanskrit. Thus,
it is evident from the following proofs that Prakrta is not only developed from Classical
Sanskrit but also directly from Vedic Sanskrit.

(1) The plural forms in the third case (karana and anukta karta) of indeclinable words

ending in ‘-a’ in Classical (Laukika) Sanskrit—such as 'devaih', 'gambhirail’',

jyesthaih'—have transformed into 'devehi', 'gambirehi', and 'jyetthehi' respectively in

Prakrit. However, in Vedic Sanskrit, the use of ‘bhih’ is found, for example,

'karnebhil', 'aksabhih' (Rgveda Samhita, 1940, 1.89.8). This indicates that the Prakrit

language developed not from Classical Sanskrit but from Vedic Sanskrit.

(2) In Prakrit, the vowel ‘r’ in Sanskrit is often replaced by ‘u’, for example, 'vrnda'

— 'vunda', 'rtu’ — 'utu', 'prthivi’ — 'puhavt, Similarly, in Vedic Sanskrit, ‘r’ is

sometimes replaced by ‘u’, such as 'krta' — 'kuta' (Rgveda Samhita, 1940,1.46.4).

(3) In Prakrit, the use of the genitive case (sasthi vibhakti) is sometimes replaced by

the dative case (caturthi vibhakti). This phenomenon is also observed in the Vedas.

Panini has addressed this rule as ‘caturthyarthe bahulam chandasi’ (Astadhyayt

Sutrapatha, 2003, 2.3.62), meaning that in the Vedas, the genitive case is often used

interchangeably with the dative case.

(4) In the Vedas, words ending in ‘-2’ in the dative case like ‘Sankaraya’,

‘mayaskaraya’, ‘Sivaya’, and ‘Sivataraya’ have similar forms with “u’-ending words
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like ‘éambhu’ becoming ‘Sambhavaya’ (Suklayajurveda samhita, 1944, 16.41).

According to Panini’s Astadhyayi, the form ‘Sambhavaya’ is incorrect, and the correct

form is ‘éambhave’. However, Panini did not consider the Vedic language to be

incorrect but provided separate grammatical rules to accommodate these usages.

These evidences demonstrate that even the Vedic language was a vernacular and that
the Vedic seers themselves expressed the Vedic knowledge in the language they used.
Therefore, among the various languages developed after the origin of language, Sanskrit
stands out as one of the ancient and significant languages.

Sanskrit Language Among the Languages of the World

Although languages are internally similar in structure, externally they manifest in
diverse forms. This process of variation led to the emergence of different languages.
According to Ethnologue (2025), there are currently 7,159 languages spoken worldwide.
These languages are classified into various language families. A language family is a group
of languages that share a common origin or root. This classification of language families is
based on external structure. Although languages around the world are similar in their internal
structure, they differ in their external form (speech), and since the eighteenth century, there
has been a quest to explore these differences. In this exploration, the Sanskrit language holds
an important role.

It was British scholar Sir William Jones who first pointed out the relationship of
Sanskrit with other world languages from the perspective of external structure. In 1786, while
establishing the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, he spoke about Sanskrit, describing it as a
language more perfect than Greek, more copious than Latin, and more refined than both,
possessing a marvelous structure.

The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful structure; more
perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than
either, yet bearing to both of them a stronger affinity, both in the roots of verbs and the
forms of grammar, than could possibly have been produced by accident; so strong
indeed, that no philologer could examine them all three, without believing them to
have sprung from some common source, which perhaps no longer exists.

(The statement, delivered by Sir William Jones, in his address to the Asiatic Society in

Calcutta in 1786)

In fact, as Jones stated, because Sanskrit shows such strong connections with Greek
and Latin in verbal roots and grammatical structures, linguists have come to believe that these
three languages originally developed from a common linguistic source. The relationship
among these three languages in some aspects is not accidental. That common source perhaps
no longer exists.

Subsequently, many linguists proceeded with comparative studies of Sanskrit, Greek,
Latin, Gothic, Celtic, and ancient Persian languages. Linguist Franz Bopp compared the verbs
of Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Germanic, and Persian languages. During this period, Sanskrit’s
role in the study of languages was firmly established. Substantial progress was made in
collecting material, which enabled the classification, reconstruction, and determination of
language families worldwide. During the same period, languages available globally were
classified into various families based on linguistic similarities. The main families determined
based on linguistic similarity are—

Table 1

Main Language Families Determined by Linguistic Similarity

Language Language Main Languages Main Region
Family number

Indo-European 455 Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Nepali, Hindji, Europe, South Asia

English, French, Persian, Russian
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Sino-Tibetan 462 Chinese, Burmese, Tibetan East Asia
Afro-Asiatic 391 Arabic, Hebrew, Amharic Middle East, North Africa
Niger—Congo 1554 Swahili, Yoruba Sub-Saharan Africa
Austronesian 1257 Malay, Indonesian, Tagalog Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands
Dravidian 85 Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam South India
Uralic 42  Finnish, Hungarian Northeastern Europe
Australian 384 Warlpiri, Arrernte, Tiwi, Murrinh-Patha, ~ Australia

Gunwinyguan languages, Bunuban

Japonic 12 Japanese, Ryukyuan, Japan, Ryukyu Islands

Historical linguists have reconstructed the language spoken before the current
available forms of the Indo-European language family by comparing these languages. This
reconstructed language is called Proto-Indo-European. Since many of the reconstructed
Proto-Indo-European words appear very close to Sanskrit, it can be said that Sanskrit is the
oldest language among the Indo-European languages and that it has influenced other
languages. According to analyses by historical linguists, some reconstructed forms of the
Proto-Indo-European language are as follows:

Table 2

Some reconstructed forms of the Proto-Indo-European language

Proto Indo- Sanskrit Latin Greek Old English Modern English
European German

*méhter matr- mater meter modor Mutter mother
*phtér pitr- pater patér feeder Vater father
*bhréhter bhratr- frater phreter bropor Bruder brother
*Swésor svasr- soror eor sweoster Schwester sister
*suhnus stna- - hyids sunu Sohn son
*dhughtér duhitr- - thugater dohtor Tochter daughter
*gWEWS gau- bos bous cil Kuh cow

* Wiros weera uir iroas wer - brave
*newn nawa noven enna niun neun nine

The reconstructed words (The asterisks given in the table indicate the reconstructed
words) listed in the above table are very close to Sanskrit, which clearly shows that Sanskrit
is a very ancient language. The influence of Sanskrit is seen not only in Greek, Latin, and
German but also in Russian and Lithuanian. There are some differences in certain words.
Based on these differences, the Indo-European family has been classified into Satam and
Centum groups as follows:

Table 3

The Linguistic Classification of Indo-European Languages into Satem and Centum Groups

Sanskrit Russian Lithuanian Greek Latin Gothic (I_East Old high
Germanic language) German

shatam sto Simtas hekaton centum hund hundarat

bhratr brat brélis phrater frater bropar Bruder

bhri brov’ bruvis ophrus - - brawa

vidhava vdova - vidua widuwo Widuwd

vi$ ves’ vie§eé oikos vicus weihs

vrka volk vilkas lykos lupus wulfs Waulfs

dina den’ diena diés - -

jani Zena gyné - gino -

dina den’ diena dies - -

katara kotoryj kuris poteros uter huapar hwedar

laghu ljogok lefigvas elaphros levis leihts lungar

madhu mjod medus méthy - - metu

The Indo-European family of languages has been primarily divided into two groups:
Satam and Centum. Languages such as Sanskrit, Avestan, Lithuanian, Bulgarian, Russian,
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Hindi, Nepali, and Persian belong to the Satam group because the words for the number
hundred in these languages begin with the sounds ‘s’ or ‘sh’. On the other hand, languages
like Greek, Latin, Gothic, English, Irish, Italian and French belong to the Centum group as
their words for hundred start with the sounds ‘k’ or ‘h’. This distinction confirms the
classification of these languages into Satam and Centum groups.

The above words are cognates. In any language, over time, changes occur that lead to
the emergence of historical languages or different languages. The Glottochronology
(language change over time) primarily uses mutual intelligibility as the main criterion to
determine how much change leads to the formation of a new language or dialect. The key
basis for measuring mutual intelligibility is linguistic similarity. Such changes appear at the
levels of sounds, words, and structures of the language. According to the Glottochronology,
during linguistic changes, some old words disappear while new words enter the language. In
a span of one thousand years, only about 85% of words are retained in a language, with 15%
being lost and 15% newly added (Lehmann, 1962, p. 108). Therefore, through the processes
of word loss and addition, a language evolves into a dialect or a different language.

To determine how much change results in the emergence of a new language or
dialect, mutual intelligibility is taken as the main criterion. Linguistic similarity is the
fundamental basis for measuring this. Based on linguistic similarity, the historical dialect or a
different language that arises from chronological changes in a language can be identified and
analyzed. Blair (1997, p. 25) stated that when there is 60% or more linguistic similarity in
chronological or geographical variants of a language, these variants are considered dialects of
the same language. He used basic vocabulary as the main measure of similarity. Hence, based
on mutual intelligibility, regional dialects and historical dialects of any language can be
determined. In the Glottochronology, two word lists have been prepared to measure linguistic
similarity: a basic list of 100 words and another of 200 words. Among these, the basic 100-
word list is more widely used. This list includes words that are relatively more common in
linguistic usage, such as body parts, numbers, pronouns, and universal geographical features.
Based on the similarity of these basic 100 words, the relationships among language families
of the world and the languages developed from them can be studied.

Although Glottochronology primarily proposes this method to determine the
divergence time within a single language family, this method can also be used to study
languages of different families. Therefore, based on the accepted principles of language
chronology, the linguistic similarities of Sanskrit, German, Japanese, Chinese, and Tamil
languages have been analyzed here. In this analysis, words with at least 10% similarity in
pronunciation with Sanskrit have been considered cognates and marked with the symbol (+).
Table 4
The Linguistic Similarities among Sanskrit, German, Japanese, Chinese, and Tamil

Languages

Basic vocabulary Sanskrt German Japanese Chinese Tamil

| Jay (+) aham ich (-) watashi (+) wo (-) nan (-)
we /wi/ (+) wayam wir (+) watashitachi (+)  women (+) nankal
you /ju/ (+) yliyam du (+) anata (-) ni(-) ni(-)
this /&1s/ (+) etad dies (+) kore (-) zhe (-) itu (+)
that /deet/ (+) tad das (+) sore (-) na (-) atu (+)
who /hu/ (+) kah wer () dare (+) shéi(-) yar(-)
what /wat/ (-) kim was(-) nani(-) shénme(-) enna(-)
not /nat/ (+) nahi nicht (+) nai (+) bu(-) illai(-)
all /ol/ (-) sarve alle(-) zenbu(-) sudyou(-) anaittum(-)
many /'meni/(-) bahu viele (+) 6i(-) xtidud(-) pala(-)
one /wan/ (+) eka eins (+) ichi(-) yi(-) onru(-)
two /tu/ (+) dvi zwei (+) ni(-) er(-) irantu(-)

big /big/ (-) sthiila groR(-) okii(-) da(-) periya(-)
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long /loy/ (+) lamba lang(+) nagai chang nilamana
small /smol/(+) laghu klein(-) chiisai(-) xido(-) siriya(-)
woman /' 'wimin/ (-) strT Frau(-) onna(-) niirén(-) penkal(-)
man /men/(+) manusya Mann (+) otoko(-) nanrén (+) an (+)
person /'psrson/ (+) purusa Person (+) hito(-) rén (+) nabar(-)
fish /Tyl (-) matsya Fisch(-) sakana(-) ya(-) min (+)
bird /bsrd/ (-) chataka Vogel(-) tori(-) nido(-) paravai(-)
dog /dog/ (-) kukkura Hund(-) inu(-) goéu(-) nay(-)
louse /lavs/ (-) charmakita  Laus (-) shirami(-) shizi(-) stmattuppai (-)
tree /tri/ (+) druma Baum (-) ki (-) shu (-) maram (-)
leaf /lif/ patra Blatt (-) ha(-) yezi(-) ilai(-)
seed /sid/ (-) bija Saat(-) tane(-) zhongz(-) vitai(+)
root /rut/ (-) jada Wurzel(-) ne(-) gen(+) ver(-)
bark /bark/ (+) balkala Rinde(-) juhi(-) shupi(-) tol(-)
skin /skin/ (-) charma Haut (-) hifu(-) pifu(-) tol(-)
flesh /flefl (-) mamsa Fleisch(-) niku(-) rou(-) mamisam(+)
blood /blad/ (-) rakta Blut(-) chi(-) Xué(-) irattam(+)
bone /boun/ (-) asthi Knochen(-) hone(-) gutou(-) elumbu(-)
grease /gris/ (-) vasa Fett(-) shibo(-) y6uzhi(-) koluppu(-)
egg /eg/ (-) anda Ei(+) tamago (-) dan(-) muttai(-)
horn /horn/ (+) $rnga Horn(+) tsuno(-) jidgo(-) kombu(-)
tail /terl/ (-) puccha Schwanz(-) o(-) weéiba(-) val(-)
feather /'fedor/ (-) paksa Feder(-) hane(-) yumao(-) iraku(-)
hair /her/ (-) roma Haar(+) kami(-) toufa(-) muti(-)
head /hed/ (-) sthayuka Kopf(-) atama(-) tou(-) talai(-)
ear /ur/ (-) karna Ohr(-) mimi(-) érduo(-) katu(+)
eye /ai/ (-) aksi Auge(+) me(-) yanjing(-) kan(-)
nose /nouz/ (-) nasika Nase (+) hana(-) bizi(-) miukku(-)
mouth /mau6/ (+) mukha Mund(+) kuchi(-) zui(-) vay(-)
tooth /tu6/ (+) danta Zahn (+) ha(-) yachi(-) pal(-)
tongue /tan/ (-) jihva Zunge(+) shita(-) shétou(-) nakku(-)
claw /klof (-) nakha Kralle(-) tsume(-) zhuazi(-) nakam(-)
foot /fot/ (+) pada FuB(-) ashi(-) jido(-) kalai(-)
knee /ni/ (-) ghunta Knie(-) hiza(-) x1gai(-) mulankai(-)
hand /haend/ (+) hasta Hand(+) te(-) shou(-) kai(-)
belly /'beli/ (+) peta Bauch(-) hara(-) duzi(-) vayiru(-)
neck /nek (-) kantha Hals(-) kubi(-) bozi(-) kaluttu(+)
breast /brest/ (+) stana Brust(-) mune(-) xiong (-) marbakam (-)
heart /hart/ (+) hrdaya Herz (-) shinzd (-) xin (-) itayam(+)
liver /'livar/ (+) yakrt Leber (-) kanzo (-) gan (-) kalliral (-)
drink /drigk/ (-) piba/pana trinken (-) nomu (-) hé (-) kutikka (-)
eat /it/ (-) khadana essen (-) taberu (-) chi (-) cappita (-)
bite /bait/ (-) damsana beilen (-) kamu(-) yéo (-) katikka (-)
see /si/ (-) iksana sehen (-) miru (-) kanjian (-) parkka (-)
hear /hir/ (-) Sravana horen (+) kiku (-) tingjian (-) kétka (-)
know /nou/ (-) jhana wissen (-) shiru (-) zhidao (-) arital (-)
sleep /slip/ (-) Sayana schlafen (+) neru (-) shuijiao (-) tanka (-)
die /dar/ (-) marana sterben (-) shinu (-) si (-) irakka (-)
kill /kil/ (-) marana téten (-) korosu (-) sha (-) kolla (-)
swim /swim/ (+) snana schwimmen (+) oyogu (-) youyong (-)  ninta (-)
fly /flai/ (-) udyana fliegen (-) tobu (-) fei (-) parakka (-)
walk /wok/ (-) hindana gehen (-) aruku (-) zoulu (-) natakka (-)
come /kam/ (-) agamana kommen (-) kuru (-) lai (-) vara (-)
lie /lat/ (-) visramana  liegen (-) naru (-) tang (-) kitakka (-)
sit /sit/ (-) basana sitzen (+) suwaru (-) zuo (-) utkara (-)
stand /stend/ (-) utthana stehen(+) tatsu (-) zhan (-) nirkka (-)
donate /'dou nert/ dana geben (-) ataeru (-) géi (-) kotukka (-)
say /se1/(-) bhanana sagen (-) iu(-) shud (-) colla(-)
sun /san/ (-) strya sonne(+) taiyo (-) taiyang (-) striyan (+)
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moon /mun/(-) candra mond (-) tsuki (-) yueliang ()  cantiran (-)
star /star/ (+) taraka Stern (-) hoshi (-) xingxing (-)  natcattiram (-)
water /'wator/ paniya Wasser (-) mizu (-) shui (-) tannir (-)
rain /rem/ (-) varsa regen (-) ame (-) yi (-) malai (-)
stone /stoun/ (-) prastara stein (+) ishi (-) shitou (-) kal (-)
sand /sand/ (-) baluka sand (-) suna (-) shazi (-) manal (-)
earth /3r6/ (+) prthvi erde (-) tsuchi (-) tu (-) pumi(+)
cloud /klaud/ (-) vardala wolke (-) kumo (-) yun (-) mékam (-)
smoke /smouk/ (-) dhtima rauch (-) kemuri (-) yan (-) pukai (-)
fire /' faror/(-) agni Feuer (-) hi (-) huo (-) ti(-)
ash /efl, (-) ksarani asche hai (-) huijin (-) campal (-)
burn /barn/ (-) jvalana brennen (-) moeru (-) shao (-) erikka (-)
path /pz6/ (-) pantha weg (-) michi (-) b (-) patai (-)
mountain/'maovnton/ (-) parvata Berg (-) yama (-) shan (-) malai (-)
red /red/ (-) rakta rot(+) akai (-) hongse (-) sivappu (-)
green /grin/ (-) harita griin (-) midori (-) liise (-) paccai (-)
yellow /'jelou/ (-) pita gelb () kiiro (-) huangsé (-) mafical (-)
white /wart/ $veta (-) weil (-) shiroi (-) baiseé (-) vellai (-)
black /blaek/(+) kala schwarz (-) kuroi (-) h&ise (-) karuppu(-)
night /nart/ (-) ratri gut (-) yoru (-) yewan (-) iravu (-)
hot /hat/ (-) tapta heif (-) atsui (-) ré de (-) veppamana (-)
cold /kould/ (-) $itala kalt (+) samui (+) léng de (-) kulirnta (-)
full /fol/ () bharya voll (-) michita (-) man de (-) mulumaiyana (-)
new /nu/(+) nava neu(+) atarashii (-) xin (-) puthiya (-)
good /gud/ (-) ramya gut (-) yoi (-) héo (-) nalla (-)
round /ravnd/ (-) gola rund (-) marui (-) yuan de (-) vattamana (-)
dry /drai/ (-) Suska trocken (-) kawaita (-) gan de (-) ularnta (-)
name /neim/ (+) nama Name (+) namae(+) mingzi(+) peyar (-)

The English language differs significantly between its written and spoken
forms, which is why its pronunciation is also represented in the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA). Among the languages mentioned above, only Sanskrit, German, and English
belong to the same family. Therefore, phonetic similarity between Sanskrit and the German
and English languages is about 30%, while the phonetic similarity between Sanskrit and
Tamil is 12%, between Sanskrit and Japanese is 6%, and between Sanskrit and Chinese is
5%. Words showing phonetic similarity with Sanskrit are marked with a (+) sign, whereas
those without phonetic similarity are marked with a (-) sign.

According to these data and based on the Glottochronology, Sanskrit is estimated to
have separated from German and English around 4,500 years ago, from Tamil about 9,000
years ago, and from Japanese and Chinese about 9,500 years ago. Although these languages
show linguistic differences in their external structures, they are not different in terms of their
linguistic system. This can be clarified based on the Wordorder system of linguistics as
shown in the table below:
Table 5

The Word order of world languages
Language Word Order example

Sanskrit SOV Ramah Sitam pasSyati (Rama Sita sees) — "Rama sees Sita"
Main clause: SVO (with verb in 2nd position) Example: Ich sehe den Mann
German V2 / SOV — "I see the man" Subordinate clause: SOV
Example: ..., weil ich den Mann sehe —"..., because I the man see
Japanese Sov Watashi wa ringo o tabemasu (I apple eat) — "I eat an apple"
Chinese SVO Wé chi pingguo (I eat apple) — "I eat an apple"
Tamil Sov Nan oru pustakam vasirén (I a book read) — "I read a book"

Word order is one of the linguistic systems. Word order exists in all languages of the
world, but not all languages have the same type of word order. The presence of word order in
all languages is a shared linguistic feature, while differences in word order at the level of
external structure are language-specific characteristics. Based on word order, there are six
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types of languages in the world. Except for the main clauses in Chinese and German, the
word order in other languages typically follows the sequence of subject (agent), object, and
verb. This similarity in word order even across different language families indicates linguistic
relatedness.

Similarly, grammatical categories such as gender, number, person, tense, aspect,
mood, and honorifics exist in all languages. Therefore, although these languages differ in
their linguistic forms, they are similar in terms of linguistic systems. This similarity suggests
that originally the languages were one. The following table clearly shows that languages
developed from Sanskrit also exhibit a high degree of phonetic similarity:

Table 6
The phonetic similarities among Sanskrit, Prakrit, Hindi, Maithili, and Nepali languages

Basic vocabulary Sanskrt  Prakrt Nepali Hindi Miaithili
I fa/ (+) aham amho (+) ma (+) main(+) ham(+)
we /wi/ (+) wayam amhe(+) hami (+) hum (+) hamsabh(+)
you /ju/ (+) yliyam tuvam (+) timT (+) tum (+) ahaan (+)
this /61s/ (+) esa eso (+) yo (+) yah (+) ee(+)
that /ozt/ (+) tad to (+) tyo (+) vah (-) o(-)
who /hu/ (+) kah ko (+) ko (+) kaun (+) ke (+)
what /wat/ (-) kim ki (+) ke(+) kya (+) kee (+)
not /nat/ (+) nahi nai (+) nai (+) nahin (+) nahi (+)
all o1/ (-) sarve sabba(+) sabai (+) sabhi (+) sabh (+)
many /'meni/(-) bahu(+) dhei (-) dherai (-) kai(-) bahut (+)
one /wan/ (+) eka ekka (+) ek (+) ek (+) ek (+)
two /tu/ (+) dvi dui (+) dui (+) do (+) dui (+)
big /big/ (-) sthiila thullo (+) thulo (+) bada (-) paigh (-)
long /lay/ (+) lamba lamma (+) lamo (+) lamba (+) lamb (+)
small /smal/(+) shirna sinno(+) sano(+) chhota (-) chhot (-)
woman /*'wimin/ (-) stri itthi(+) stri(+) aurat(+) mehraru(+)
man /man/(+) manusa manusa(+) manis (+) aadmi (-) manukh(+)
person /'p3rsan/ (+) purusa purisa (+) purus(+) vyakti (-) purush(+)
fish /fuff (-) matsya maccha(+) machho(+) machhli(+) machh(+)
bird /b3rd/ (-) chataka chatao(+) charo(+) pakshi (-) panchhi(-)
dog /dag/ (-) kukkura  kuura(+) kukur (+) kutta (+) kukur (+)
louse /laus/ (-) charmakit chammaido jumro (+) joon(+) joon (+)

a (+)
tree /tri/ (+) druma rukkho (+) rukh (+) ped (-) gaachh(-)
leaf /lif/ patra patta(+) pat (+) patta (+) paat(+)
seed /sid/ (-) bija bia (+) biu(+) beej(+) biya(+)
root /rut/ (-) jada jado (+) jaro(+) jad(+) jar(+)
bark /bark/ (+) balkala balkaa (+) bokro (+) chal (-) chaal (-)
skin /skin/ (-) charma chamma (+) chala (+) tvacha(+) chaal (+)
flesh /fleff (-) mamsa massa (+) masu (+) mans (+) mas (+)
blood /blad/ (-) rakta raada(+) ragat (+) rakt (+) ragat (+)
bone /bown/ (-) asthi atthi (+) haddi (+) haddi (+) haddi (+)
grease /gris/ (-) vasa vassa (+) boso (+) chiknai (-) tel(-)
egg /zg/ (-) anda - anda(+) anda(+) anda(+)
horn /harn/ (+) $rnga sinna (+) sin (+) seeng (+) sing (+)
tail /texl/ (-) puccha pucchao (+) puchchhar(+)  punch(+) punchh (+)
feather /'fedor/ (-) paksa pankha (+) pwankh (+) pankh (+) paankh (+)
hair /her/ (-) roma - rati(+) baal (-) kapaal (-)
head /hed/ (-) sthayuka  sthayua(+) tauko(+) sir (-) tor (-)
ear /ir/ (-) karna kanna (+) kan (+) kaan(+) kaan(+)
eye /ar/ (-) aksi akkhi (+) akha(+) aankh (+) aankhi (+)
nose /novz/ (-) nasika - nak(+) naak(+) naak(+)
mouth /mauv6/ (+) mukha muha(+) mukh (+) munh (+) munh (+)
tooth /tu6/ (+) danta danto (+) dat (+) daant (+) daant (+)
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tongue /tan/ (-) jihva jibbhado (+)  jibro (+) jeebh (+) jib (+)
claw /Kkla/ (-) nakha nakkha (+) nan (+) panja (-) nakh (+)
foot /fot/ (+) pada khutta (-) khutta (-) pair(-) paer (-)
knee /ni/ (-) ghunta ghunta (+) ghundo (+) ghutna (+) ghutan (+)
hand /haend/ (+) hasta hattha (+) hat (+) haath (+) haath (+)
belly /'beli/ (+) peta - pet (+) pet (+) pet (+)
neck /nek (-) kantha - ghati (+) gardan (+) gardan (+)
breast /brest/ (+) stana thana(+) stan(+) stan(+) stan (+)
heart /hart/ (+) hrdaya - hridaya (+) dil(+) dil(+)
liver /'livar/ (+) yakrt - kalejo (+) jigar (-) kalejo(+)
drink /drigk/ (-) piba/pana  pana(+) piunu(+) peena(+) piya(+)
eat /it/ (-) khadana  khaana(+) khanu(+) khana(+) khaay(+)
bite /bart/ (-) dam$ana  dasana(+) dasnu(+) kaatna(+) katkay(+)
see /si/ (-) iksana ikkhana (+) hernu (+) dekhna (-) dekhay (-)
hear /hir/ (-) $ravana su-ana(+) sunnu (+) sunna (+) sunay (+)
know /nou/ (-) jiiana jhana (+) jannu (+) jaanna (+) janay (+)
sleep /slip/ (-) Sayana sa-ana (+) sutnu (+) sona (+) sutay (+)
die /dar/ (-) marana ma-ana (+) marnu (+) marna (+) maray (+)
kill /kal/ (-) marana maana (+) marnu (+) marna (+) maaray (+)
swim /swim/ (+) snana hnana (+) nuhaunu (+) tairna (-) tairay (-)
fly /flax/ (-) udyana uddana(+) udnu(+) udna(+) uray(+)
walk /wak/ (-) hindana hindana(+) hidnu(+) chalna (-) chalay (-)
come /kam/ (-) agamana  — aunu(+) aana (+) abay (+)
lie /lar/ (-) visraman  bissana(+) paltanu(-) letna(-) sutay (-)

a
sit /sit/ (-) basana vasana(+) basnu (+) baithna(+) baisay (+)
stand /steend/ (-) utthana utthana(+) ubhinu(+) khada hona thaadh hoy (-

() )

donate /'dou nert/ dana dana(+) dinu(+) dena(+) dey(+)
say /ser/(-) bhanana - bhannu(+) kahana (-) kahay (-)
sun /san/ (-) siirya ghamma shurya (+) suraj (+) suraj (+)
moon /mun/(-) candra - jun (-) chaand(+) chaanan(+)
star /star/ (+) taraka tarao(+) taro(+) tara(+) tara(+)
water /'watar/ paniya pania(+) pani(+) paani(+) paani(+)
rain /remn/ (-) varsa barsa (+) varsa(+) barish (+) barkha(+)
stone /stoun/ (-) prastara pattha-a(+) patthar(+) patthar(+) pathar(+)
sand /send/ (-) baluka balto(+) baluwa (+) ret (-) balu(+)
earth /3r0/ (+) prthvi puhavi (+) prithvi (+) prithvi (+) dharti (+)
cloud /klawd/ (-) vardala baddala(+) badal(+) baadal(+) baadal(+)
smoke /smouk/ (-) dhtima dhumma (+) dhuva(+) dhuaan(+) dhuaan(+)
fire /'farar/(-) agni aggi (+) ago (1) aag(+) agni (+)
ash /eefl, () ksarani - kharant (+) raakh (+) rakkh (+)
burn /bsrn/ (-) jvalana - balnu(+) jalana(+) jaray(+)
path /pz0/ (-) vartma batta (+) bato(+) rasta (-) rasta (-)
mountain/'mavntan/ (- parvata pabbata (+) pahad (+) parvat (+) pahad (+)
)
red /red/ (-) rakta raada (+) rato (+) laal (+) laal (+)
green /grin/ (-) harita haria (+) hariyo (+) hara (+) hariyar (+)
yellow /'jeloo/ (-) pita pitala (+) pahélo (+) peela (+) pahira (+)
white /wart/ $veta seta (+) seto (+) safed (+) seto(+)
black /blaek/(+) kala - kalo (+) kaala (+) kaal (+)
night /nart/ (-) ratri ratti (+) rat (+) raat (+) raati (+)
hot /hat/ (-) tapta (+)  tatta (+) tato (+) garam (-) garm (-)
cold /kould/ (-) $itala si-ala (+) chiso(+) thanda (-) thandh (-)
full /fol/ (-) bharya bharia (+) bhari (+) poora (-) bharal(+)
new /nu/(+) nava naya(+) naya (+) nav(+)
good /gud/ (-) ramya ramila(+) ramro (+) accha neek (-)
round /raond/ (-) gola golao(+) golo(+) gol(+) gol(+)
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dry /drav/ (-) Suska sukkha(+) sukkha(+) sukha (+) sukhayal (+)
name /neim/ (+) nama naa (+) naii(+) nam (+) naam(+)

The languages mentioned above belong to the Indo-Aryan family. Among these
languages, Sanskrit shares a phonetic similarity of 30% with the basic vocabulary, 84% with
Prakrit, 90% with Nepali (including tatsama words), 74% with Hindi, and 75% with Maithili.
Words that have phonetic similarity with Sanskrit are marked with a (+) sign, while words
without phonetic similarity are marked with a (-) sign. According to historical linguistics,
Hindi, Nepali, and Maithili have diverged from Prakrit approximately one thousand years
ago. Considering this, it would be expected that the separation from Sanskrit occurred much
earlier; however, this is not the case because many Sanskrit words have been retained
unchanged in these languages. Therefore, it is clear that Sanskrit is the mother language of
Prakrit, Nepali, Hindi, and Maithili.

The Influence of Sanskrit Language on World Literature, Religion, Philosophy, and
Modern Linguistics

The Sanskrit texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Yogashastra, Vedanta philosophy, Astrology, and Vedic mathematics have influenced not
only the countries of the Indian subcontinent but also the literature, religion, philosophy, and
even modern linguistics of various countries including Germany, Britain, America, China,
and Japan. Sanskrit words have been used in their original form in the literature, religion,
philosophy, and modern linguistics of these different countries.

Sanskrit Language in World Literature

Among world literature, Sanskrit has had an influence on Hindi, Maithili, and Nepali
literature as well. Sanskrit has also influenced English and American literature. In the 20th
century, the famous English poet and critic T.S. Eliot (1888-1965, Awarded the Nobel Prize
in Literature in 1948) used Sanskrit words from the Upanishads— ‘datta’, ‘dayadhvam’,
‘damyata’, and ‘shanti’—in the final poem ‘What the Thunder Said’ of The Waste Land, such
as:

These fragments | have shored against my ruins

Why then lle fit you. Hieronymo’s mad againe.

Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.

Shantih  shantih  shantih

(Eliot, T. S. (1922). “What the Thunder Said’. In The Waste Land.)

The words ‘datta’, ‘dayadhvam’, ‘damyata’, and ‘shanti’ used in the above poem are
from the Upanishads. Influenced by the meanings these words convey, Eliot incorporated
them into his poetry. Among these Upanishadic words, ‘datta’ means ‘give’, ‘dayadhvam’
means ‘have compassion’, ‘damyata’ means ‘exercise self-control’, and ‘shanti’ means ‘may
there be peace everywhere’.

Similarly, the American poet Andrew Schelling (1953) has translated ancient Sanskrit
poetry into English and used Sanskrit words in his essay collection The Real People of Wind
and Rain Talks, Essays & an Interview (2014). In this, he employs Sanskrit words related to
poetry, culture, and philosophy such as ‘prana’ (life force), ‘vayu’ (wind), ‘rudra’, ‘parjanya’
(rain), ‘dhara’ (stream), ‘kadamba’ (a type of tree), and ‘drava’ (liquid).

Another American poet who used Sanskrit words in his poetry is Allen Ginsberg
(1926-1997). Influenced by Sanskrit, his major poem ‘Wichita Vortex Sutra’ expresses anti-
war sentiments. During his travels in India in the 1960s, he was influenced by Hinduism and
Buddhism, which inspired this poem. He uses words like ‘om’, ‘maya’, ‘samadhi’, and
‘bodhisattva’ in it.

Influence of Sanskrit Language on World Religions
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Sanskrit has had both direct and indirect influences on many of the world’s religions.
The religions directly influenced by Sanskrit include Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.
Among these, Sanatan Vedic Hinduism has been most deeply influenced by Sanskrit.
Sanskrit is the primary language of Hinduism. The main religious texts of Hinduism—such as
the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Dharmashastras, and
Puranas—are composed in Sanskrit.

Similarly, Buddhism also shows a profound influence of Sanskrit. Major Buddhist
scriptures like the Saddharma Pundarika Sutra and Prajnaparamita Sutra are written in
Sanskrit. Words frequently used in Buddhism, such as ‘dharma’, ‘karma’, ‘bodhisattva’,
‘nirvana’, and ‘samadhi’, also originate from Sanskrit. These words are still used in Tibetan,
Japanese, Chinese, and Korean forms of Buddhism. Another religion influenced by Sanskrit
is Jainism. The foundational texts of Jainism are written in Sanskrit and Prakrit languages.
The principal Jain text Tattvartha Sutra is written in Sanskrit. Indirect influence of Sanskrit is
also found in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Various scriptures in these religions include
Sanskrit words such as ‘om’, ‘moksha’, and ‘prana’.

Influence of Sanskrit Language on World Philosophy

Sanskrit language has had both direct and indirect influences on various philosophies
around the world. Among the philosophies developed in the Indian subcontinent, Sanskrit has
been used in Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Samkhya, Yoga, Purva Mimamsa, Uttara Mimamsa,
Bhakti philosophy, Shaiva philosophy, Vaishnava philosophy, Saura philosophy, Shakta
philosophy, and Charvaka philosophy. The main texts of Buddhist and Jain philosophies are
also composed in Sanskrit.Eastern philosophies primarily contemplate subjects such as the
soul/Brahman, creation, ignorance/avidya/maya, knowledge, karma, devotion, liberation,
reincarnation, heaven, and hell. These concepts have now become universal and timeless in
philosophical thought. These ideas have deeply influenced Western philosophies as well.
Some Buddhist texts are written in Pali. Even in these Pali texts, words such as
‘Madhyamarga’ (Middle Path), ‘Shunyata’ (Emptiness), ‘Prajna’ (Wisdom), ‘Dukkha’
(Suffering), ‘Anitya’ (Impermanence), ‘Dharma’, ‘Karma’, ‘Nirvana’, ‘Bodhicitta’, and
‘Samadhi’ are originally Sanskrit words. The influence of these words has spread to China,
Tibet, and Japan.

Sanskrit has also had an indirect impact on Western philosophy. Western thinkers of
the 19th and 20th centuries, such as Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, studied the Upanishads,
Bhagavad Gita, and Yoga Sutras. Based on their studies, they incorporated Sanskrit terms
like ‘Om’, ‘Atma’ (soul), and ‘Moksha’ (liberation) into their works.

Influence of Sanskrit Language on Modern Linguistics

The Astadhyayt, composed by the grammarian Panini, is not only a cornerstone of
Eastern linguistic tradition but is also regarded as one of the most scientific grammars of all
time. Based on this systematic and scientific grammar, the study of Sanskrit has been well-
structured. The Astadhyayi explains the overall linguistic structure of Sanskrit and has also
influenced the grammars of languages derived from Sanskrit such as Pali, Prakrit,
Apabhramsa, and Aryan languages including Hindi, Maithili, and Nepali.

Moreover, modern linguists recognize the Astadhyayr as a foundational work that
inspired linguistic studies. Ferdinand de Saussure, the pioneer of modern linguistics,
completed his doctoral thesis on “De I'emploi du génitif absolu en Sanscrit,” (Translation in
English : The use of genetix in Sanskrit) laying the groundwork for linguistic theory. Firth
acknowledged that the development of the International Phonetic Alphabet was based on
Sanskrit grammar (Allen, 1953). Structural linguist Leonard Bloomfield called the
Astadhyayr a monument to human intellect in his work Language and explained some of
Panini’s sutras in an article titled ‘Some Sutras of Panini’ (Bloomfield, 1904, p. 379-406).
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Similarly, Noam Chomsky, in his 1965 work Aspects of the Theory of Syntax, noted that the
seed of generative grammar can be found in Panini’s work (Chomsky, 1965, Preface, p.1).
The phonological systems, derivational processes, and morphological processes
explained in the Astadhyayr align closely with modern linguistics. The American structural
linguist Hockett, influenced by the scientific nature of Panini’s grammar, used the concept of
sandhi (phonological combination) to explain sound changes in English and other languages,
classifying sandhi into internal and external, regular and irregular, automatic and non-
automatic types (Hockett, 1970, p. 277-81). Researchers have also stated that the
grammatical structure of Sanskrit has practical applications in computational linguistics,
machine learning, and artificial intelligence. NASA researcher Rick Briggs noted that
Sanskrit’s structure is useful for artificial intelligence:
There is at least one language, Sanskrit, which for the duration of almost 1000 years
was a living spoken language with a considerable literature of its own Besides works
of literary value, there was a long philosophical and grammatical tradition that has
continued to exist with undiminished vigor until the present century. Among the
accomplishments of the grammarians can be reckoned a method for paraphrasing
Sanskrit in a manner that is identical not only in essence but in form with current
work in Artificial Intelligence. (Briggs,, 1985, p. 32)
Thus, modern linguistics is deeply influenced by Sanskrit grammar, and Panini’s
Astadhyayt remains foundational for contemporary linguistic theory.
Conclusion
Sanskrit is one of the most ancient languages in the world. Although historians and
linguists generally estimate Sanskrit to be around 4,000 years old, its origins appear to be
much more ancient. The estimated age refers to the period from which written records of the
Sanskrit language are available. The Rgveda, the world’s oldest known text, was composed in
Sanskrit. Not only Eastern scholars but also Western scholars such as Max Miller and A.A.
Macdonell have acknowledged the Rgveda as the first written document in human history.
Because the knowledge in the Vedas was transmitted orally before being written down, they
are referred to as sruti (that which is heard). Given that the current Hindu calendar counts
5,126 years since the beginning of the Kali Yuga, and considering that the Mahabharata—
composed before the Kali Yuga—was also written in Sanskrit, it becomes evident that
Sanskrit could be over 6,000 years old. If one considers the traditional Yuga division (Satya,
Treta, Dvapara, and Kali) mentioned in ancient texts, the age of Sanskrit could extend back
hundreds of thousands of years. While it is evident that language has existed since the
beginning of human civilization, it remains unclear whether Sanskrit was the very first
language or if it evolved from an earlier language. Based on comparative linguistic
reconstruction, historical linguists have identified a Proto-Indo-European language form that
closely resembles Sanskrit, suggesting that Sanskrit predates Greek and Latin and is perhaps
the nearest known language to this reconstructed root. As time changes all aspects of
creation, language too has evolved over time. Hence, the original language used at the dawn
of civilization might not be modern Sanskrit but an ancestral form closely related to it.
Nonetheless, all the available evidence supports the claim that Sanskrit is indeed an ancient
language. Beyond its antiquity, Sanskrit encompasses a vast range of knowledge systems,
including the Vedas, Upanishads, epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana, Puranas,
Dharmasastra, classical literature, economics, Ayurveda, architecture, yoga, and astrology.
The most systematic grammar in the world, Astadhyayt by Panini, was written in Sanskrit. In
terms of vocabulary and the beauty of literary expression, Sanskrit is considered one of the
richest languages globally. Its wealth of synonyms is unparalleled in other languages. The
great linguist Noam Chomsky acknowledged the influence of Panini’s grammar in the
development of his transformational-generative grammar. Similarly, linguist Leonard
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Bloomfield referred to Astadhyayr as one of the greatest intellectual achievements of
humanity. In 1985, NASA researcher Rick Briggs stated that due to its structured nature,
Sanskrit could be an ideal language for artificial intelligence and computer programming. As
a language that is ancient, rich, and structurally refined, it is only natural that other world
languages have been influenced by Sanskrit. Thus, Sanskrit stands not only as one of the
world’s oldest languages but also as a language that has left a profound impact on global
literature, religion, philosophy, and modern linguistics.
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