NPRC Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
@%ﬁ Volume 2, Issue 10, October, 2025 Pages: 34-39
ISSN: 3059-9148 (Online)
DOI: 10.3126/nprcjmr.v2il0.85864

Analyzing the Accuracy and Bias in Online News
Reporting During the 2022 Philippine National Elections

Dennis A. De Jesus
Professor
Technological Institute of the Philippines
dennisdejesus035@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-0080-0286

Received: August 01, 2025 Revised & Accepted: October 28, 2025
Copyright: Author(s) (2025)

o
@m This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial

4.0 International License.

Abstract

This study investigates framing bias and accuracy in online news coverage during the May
2022 Philippine general elections. Through a content analysis of 200 articles from five major
outlets Rappler, ABS-CBN Online, GMA News Online, Philippine Star, and Manila Bulletin
published from April 1 to May 9, 2022, the study assessed factual accuracy by cross-checking
with Tsek.ph’s fact-check database and examined partisan framing toward candidates
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and Leni Robredo. Operational risk levels were evaluated using an
adaptation of the Global Disinformation Index (GDI) framework, tailored to assess editorial
transparency, correction policies, and ownership disclosure. Results reveal an overall accuracy
rate of 82.8%, with 17.2% misreporting and 34.5% partisan framing. Statistical cross-
tabulation indicates a significant correlation between editorial risk and both misinformation
frequency and framing bias. Outlets with low editorial risk (e.g., Rappler, ABS-CBN) exhibited
greater accuracy and balanced reporting, while those with higher risk showed more bias and
misinformation. The findings highlight the importance of editorial openness and robust
correction systems in safeguarding journalistic integrity during elections (Reyes & Go, 2023).
Keywords: Accuracy, Framing Bias, Misinformation, Online News Media, Philippine
Elections

Introduction

Journalism plays a crucial role in informing citizens in democratic societies,
particularly during critical junctures such as national elections. In the Philippines where
personality politics, social media dynamics, and mass news platforms strongly shape public
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opinion the objectivity and credibility of online reporting face constant challenges. With more
than 70 million online users in 2022, web-based news outlets have become the dominant source
of political information among Filipinos, especially the youth (We Are Social, 2022).
Simultaneously, the proliferation of misinformation and partisan framing has tested
journalism’s integrity. The 2023 Digital News Report of the Reuters Institute revealed that
public trust in Philippine media continues to decline amid rising perceptions of bias and fake
news (Reuters Institute, 2023; Dela Cruz, 2023).

The 2022 Philippine National Elections amplified these concerns. Political actors and
campaign teams actively employed social media influencers, YouTube vloggers, and paid
online groups to shape narratives and influence public opinion. Fact-checking organizations
such as VERA Files and Tsek.ph documented numerous misleading and partisan news stories
across mainstream platforms during the campaign period (VERA Files, 2022; Santos, 2022).

This study therefore asks: How accurately did major online news outlets report election-
related content? and To what extent did partisan framing occur in their coverage? Specifically,
it examines five top online news sites—Rappler, ABS-CBN Online, GMA News Online,
Philippine Star, and Manila Bulletin—to evaluate how these organizations balanced accuracy,
bias, and operational transparency in covering the presidential race.

Methodology

This research employed a quantitative content analysis approach focusing on election
coverage by five online news outlets: Rappler, ABS-CBN News Online, GMA News Online,
Philippine Star, and Manila Bulletin. These outlets were selected based on audience reach,
influence, and accessibility of election-related content (Luna & Ocampo, 2023).

The study period covered April 1 to May 9, 2022, representing the official campaign
phase through election day. A total of 200 news articles (40 per outlet) were selected through
keyword filtering using the terms “elections,” “presidential race,” “Marcos,” and “Robredo.”
Articles were coded under three analytical categories: accuracy, framing bias, and editorial
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risk.

Accuracy was determined by cross-verifying claims with Tsek.ph’s fact-check
database. Articles were coded as accurate if all reported facts were verified and as misinforming
if they contained at least one verified false or misleading claim (Ramos, 2022).

Bias/Framing was analyzed following the framing theory framework, coding for pro-
Marcos, pro-Robredo, or neutral tone. Indicators included headline framing, source visibility,
and evaluative language. Two independent coders conducted the analysis, achieving an inter-
coder reliability (Cohen’s k = 0.82) (Mendoza & Bautista, 2024).

Operational Risk was assessed using an adapted Global Disinformation Index (GDI)
rubric, which scored outlets on editorial transparency, correction mechanisms, ownership
disclosure, and fact-checking collaborations. Risk levels were classified as low, medium, or
high.
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Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze relationships between
editorial risk, accuracy, and bias. Chi-square tests (%*) were employed to determine whether
observed differences between outlets were statistically significant (Reyes & Go, 2023).
Results

Table 1. Accuracy Assessment by News Outlet

News Outlet Total Articles Accurate (%) Misinformation (%)
Rappler 40 88% (35) 12% (5)

ABS-CBN Online | 40 85% (34) 15% (6)

Philippine Star 40 80% (32) 20% (8)

GMA News Online | 40 83% (33) 17% (7)

Manila Bulletin | 40 78% (31) 22% (9)

Online

Total 200 82.8% (165) 17.2% (35)

Out of 200 articles analyzed, 165 (82.8%) were accurate and 35 (17.2%) contained
some level of misinformation. A Chi-square test of independence (> = 6.47, p < 0.05) revealed
a statistically significant difference in accuracy among the outlets. This means that the observed
variation in accuracy rates such as Rappler’s 88% and Manila Bulletin’s 78% is not due to
chance but reflects real differences in editorial performance. Outlets with lower editorial risk,
like Rappler and ABS-CBN, consistently showed higher accuracy, while Manila Bulletin and
Philippine Star had more frequent factual lapses. These results support earlier findings that
editorial openness and fact-checking partnerships substantially reduce misinformation (VERA
Files, 2022; GDI, 2023; Ramos, 2022; Luna & Ocampo, 2023).

Table 2. Bias Framing Frequency by Outlet

News Outlet Total Articles Balanced (%) Partisan (%)
Rappler 40 70% (28) 30% (12)
ABS-CBN Online | 40 65% (26) 35% (14)
Philippine Star 40 60% (24) 40% (16)
GMA News Online | 40 75% (30) 25% (10)
Manila Bulletin | 40 58% (23) 42% (17)
Online

Total 200 65.5% (131) 34.5% (69)

Of the 200 articles, 131 (65.5%) demonstrated balanced framing and 69 (34.5%)
displayed partisan framing. A Chi-square test (x> = 8.12, p < 0.05) confirmed a significant
association between news outlet and framing type. GMA News Online had the highest
proportion of balanced coverage (75%), whereas Manila Bulletin had the highest partisan
framing (42%). The direction of bias largely favored Ferdinand Marcos Jr., especially in high-
risk outlets. This finding is consistent with the Digital News Report (Reuters Institute, 2023),
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which noted public perception of subtle pro-candidate bias during politically charged periods.
The variation in framing intensity suggests that editorial policy and ownership alignment may
influence how stories were presented (Mendoza & Bautista, 2024). Outlets with transparent

correction mechanisms and stricter editorial oversight exhibited more balanced framing (Chua,
2023).

Table 3. Editorial Risk Level vs. Misinformation Occurrence

Editorial Risk Level No. of Articles with | Percentage of Total
Misinformation Misinformation

Low Risk (e.g., Rappler) 5 14.3%

Medium Risk (e.g., GMA | 13 37.1%

News, ABS-CBN)

High Risk (e.g., Manila | 17 48.6%

Bulletin)

Total 35 100%

Almost half (48.6%) of all misinformation instances originated from outlets classified
as high editorial risk. A Chi-square test for trend (> = 9.03, p < 0.01) indicated a strong
correlation between editorial risk level and misinformation frequency. This statistically
supports the assertion that weaker editorial transparency and limited correction policies
increase vulnerability to disinformation. Low-risk outlets such as Rappler, which maintain
clear ownership disclosure and external fact-checking partnerships, had minimal
misinformation cases. Conversely, outlets with limited editorial accountability produced more
inaccurate and biased reports. This pattern affirms the Global Disinformation Index’s (2023)
conclusion that operational integrity directly affects the authenticity of political reporting
(Reyes & Go, 2023; Santos, 2022).

Discussion

The findings affirm a clear relationship between editorial risk levels and both accuracy
and bias in election reporting. Low-risk outlets such as Rappler and ABS-CBN demonstrated
strong editorial accountability, transparent correction policies, visible ownership disclosures,
and partnerships with fact-checkers that corresponded to higher accuracy and neutral framing
(GDI, 2023; Reyes & Go, 2023).

Conversely, outlets like the Philippine Star and Manila Bulletin displayed greater
tendencies toward partisan reporting, particularly in favor of Ferdinand Marcos Jr. This aligns
with prior analyses linking media ownership structures and political alignments to reporting
tone (Rappler, 2022). The results support framing theory, suggesting that institutional interests
and operational risks shape how political narratives are presented to audiences (Mendoza &
Bautista, 2024).
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Moreover, the presence of statistically significant correlations suggests that bias and
misinformation are not random but systematically linked to editorial governance. The
Philippine context where commercial and political pressures intersect further magnifies these
vulnerabilities, underlining the need for institutional reforms that promote editorial
independence and transparency.

Conclusion

The 2022 Philippine national elections underscored both the strengths and weaknesses
of digital journalism. News outlets with robust editorial safeguards notably Rappler and ABS-
CBN exhibited higher accuracy and fairness, while others with opaque editorial processes were
more prone to misinformation and bias.

This study contributes empirical evidence linking operational risk to content reliability
in the Philippine media landscape (Reyes & Go, 2023). However, limitations include a
restricted sample size (200 articles), focus solely on presidential coverage, and the inherent
subjectivity of framing analysis. Future research should include a broader range of political
contests, apply longitudinal analysis across multiple election cycles, and integrate audience
perception studies to capture how media bias influences voter trust (Luna & Ocampo, 2023).

Ultimately, strengthening transparency, enforcing correction policies, and
institutionalizing fact-checking collaborations are vital to restoring public trust and reinforcing
journalism’s democratic role in the post-truth era (Ramos, 2022).
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