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Abstract 

 

Microfinance has been widely promoted as a strategy for poverty alleviation in 

developing countries. This mixed-methods study evaluates the socioeconomic impact of 

microfinance services on the rural poor in Kailali district, Nepal. We surveyed 150 

microfinance beneficiaries from three major microfinance institutions and conducted in-

depth interviews and focus group discussions. The findings indicate that access to 

microfinance leads to positive socioeconomic outcomes, including increased income, 

asset accumulation, improved food security, and better education for children. However, 

the impact varies across different types of loans, geographic regions, and occupations. 

The study also reveals challenges such as over-indebtedness and repayment stress among 

some participants. These findings have important implications for microfinance policy 

and practice in Nepal and similar contexts. 

Keywords: microfinance, Kailali district, Nepal, socio-economic impact, rural 

poor 

 

Introduction 

 

Background 

Poverty alleviation remains one of the most pressing challenges in developing 

countries. Despite significant progress in recent decades, millions of people still live in 

extreme poverty, particularly in rural areas of low-income nations. In this context, 

microfinance has emerged as a promising tool for poverty reduction and economic 

development. Microfinance refers to the provision of financial services, primarily small 
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loans, to individuals who lack access to traditional banking services due to their low 

income or lack of collateral (Armendáriz & Morduch, 2010). Recent studies have shown 

varied impacts of microfinance on poverty alleviation, with some reporting positive 

socioeconomic outcomes while others highlight the limitations and challenges faced by 

microfinance initiatives (Banerjee et al., 2015; Kabeer, 2005; Dahal & Fiala, 2020). 

The concept of microfinance gained global attention in the 1970s with the 

establishment of the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh by Muhammad Yunus. Since then, 

microfinance institutions (MFIs) have proliferated worldwide, offering a range of 

services including microcredit, microsavings, and microinsurance. The core idea behind 

microfinance is that access to credit can enable poor individuals to invest in income-

generating activities, smooth consumption, and better manage financial risks, ultimately 

leading to improved economic outcomes and reduced poverty (Yunus, 1999; Morduch, 

1999). 

However, the effectiveness of microfinance in achieving these goals has been a 

subject of ongoing debate in academic and policy circles. While some studies have 

reported positive impacts on various socioeconomic indicators, others have found limited 

or even negative effects in certain contexts (Duvendack et al., 2011; Bateman & Chang, 

2012). This mixed evidence underscores the need for rigorous, context-specific 

evaluations of microfinance programs to inform policy and practice. 

The Nepalese Context 

Nepal, a landlocked country in South Asia, presents a compelling case for 

studying the impact of microfinance. With a population of approximately 30 million and 

a per capita GDP of around $1,155 (as of 2022) (World Bank, 2023), Nepal remains one 

of the poorest countries in the world. The country's economy is predominantly agrarian, 

with about 65% of the population engaged in agriculture. Rural poverty is particularly 

acute, with limited access to financial services being a significant constraint on economic 

development (CBS, 2021). 

The microfinance sector in Nepal has grown substantially since the 1990s, with 

the government actively promoting it as a poverty alleviation strategy. The sector 

includes various types of institutions such as microfinance development banks, financial 

intermediary non-governmental organizations (FINGOs), and savings and credit 

cooperatives. Despite this growth, the outreach of microfinance services remains uneven 

across the country, with many rural areas still underserved (NRB, 2022). 
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Kailali district, located in the far-western region of Nepal, provides an interesting 

setting for examining the impact of microfinance. The district is characterized by a mix 

of plains and hilly terrain, with agriculture being the primary economic activity. It also 

faces challenges typical of many rural areas in Nepal, including limited infrastructure, 

market access constraints, and vulnerability to natural disasters. Understanding the 

effectiveness of microfinance in this context can provide valuable insights for similar 

regions in Nepal and other developing countries. 

Research Problem and Questions 

Despite the growth of microfinance in Nepal, there is limited empirical evidence 

on its socioeconomic impact, particularly in rural areas. This study aims to address this 

gap by examining the effects of microfinance in Kailali district. The main research 

question guiding this study is: 

● What is the socioeconomic impact of microfinance services on the rural poor in 

Kailali district of Nepal? 

Specific sub-questions include: 

● How does microfinance affect key socioeconomic indicators such as income, 

asset ownership, food security, and children's education? 

● What are the differential impacts of microenterprise loans versus consumption 

loans? 

● What role do complementary services (e.g., financial literacy training) play in 

enhancing the impact of microfinance? 

● What challenges or negative effects, if any, are associated with microfinance 

participation? 

Research Objectives 

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the socioeconomic impact of 

microfinance services on the rural poor in Kailali district of Nepal. 

 To assess the impact of microfinance on key socioeconomic indicators, including 

income, asset ownership, food security, and children's education. 

 To compare the effects of different types of microfinance products, with a 

particular focus on microenterprise loans versus consumption loans. 

 To evaluate the contribution of complementary services in enhancing the overall 

effectiveness of microfinance programs. 
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 To investigate potential adverse consequences of microfinance, such as over-

indebtedness and repayment challenges. 

Significance of the Study 

This research contributes to the existing literature on microfinance in several 

ways. First, it provides a comprehensive mixed-methods analysis of microfinance impact 

in a specific rural context in Nepal, adding to the limited empirical evidence from this 

region. Second, by examining various dimensions of socioeconomic impact and 

considering regional variations, it offers a nuanced understanding of how microfinance 

outcomes are shaped by local conditions. Third, the focus on different types of loans and 

complementary services provides insights into how microfinance programs can be 

optimized for maximum impact. Finally, the policy recommendations derived from this 

study can inform the design and implementation of more effective microfinance 

interventions in Nepal and similar contexts. 

 

Literature Review 

 

Theoretical Framework of Microfinance 

The theoretical underpinnings of microfinance draw from various strands of 

economic thought, including theories of financial intermediation, institutional economics, 

and development economics. At its core, microfinance is based on the premise that lack 

of access to credit is a key constraint for the poor, preventing them from engaging in 

productive economic activities or smoothing consumption in the face of income shocks 

(Armendáriz & Morduch, 2010). 

The pioneering work of Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank highlighted 

the potential of group-based lending models to overcome information asymmetries and 

reduce transaction costs in lending to the poor (Yunus, 1999). This approach leverages 

social capital and peer monitoring to ensure high repayment rates, challenging the 

conventional wisdom that the poor are not bankable. 

Another theoretical justification for microfinance comes from the capability 

approach to development, as articulated by Amartya Sen (1999). This perspective views 

access to financial services as a means to expand the capabilities and freedoms of the 

poor, enabling them to pursue a wider range of economic opportunities and life choices. 
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Empirical Evidence on Microfinance Impact 

The empirical evidence on the impact of microfinance presents a mixed picture. 

Early studies often reported positive effects on socioeconomic indicators like income and 

asset ownership, but more recent evaluations, such as randomized controlled trials 

(RCTs), reveal varied outcomes. Systematic reviews, like Duvendack et al. (2011), 

highlight methodological challenges and inconsistent evidence regarding microfinance's 

transformative effects on poverty. While some studies, such as Khandker and Samad 

(2014), show that microfinance significantly reduces extreme poverty, others, like Breza 

and Kinnan (2018), highlight negative consequences, including reduced consumption and 

entrepreneurship during credit contractions. Critics, including Bateman and Chang 

(2012), warn against overestimating microfinance’s potential, pointing to risks like over-

indebtedness and financial stress. This underscores the need for cautious implementation 

and complementary support systems to maximize its benefits. 

Microfinance in Nepal 

Microfinance research in Nepal, though expanding, is still less extensive 

compared to other South Asian nations. Early studies, such as Bhatta (2001), identified its 

potential to alleviate poverty while highlighting challenges like limited outreach and high 

operating costs. Paudel and Basnet (2014) demonstrated positive effects on income and 

consumption, especially for the ultra-poor, but also noted regional disparities in access. 

Chaudhary (2018) emphasized the role of microfinance in empowering women by 

enhancing decision-making and income-generating capabilities, though issues like high 

interest rates and over-indebtedness persist. Sharma and Zeller (2017) linked repayment 

performance to factors like social cohesion, group homogeneity, and savings activities, 

underscoring the importance of community dynamics in the success of microfinance 

initiatives. 

Research Gaps and Contribution of this Study 

Despite the expanding literature on microfinance in Nepal, significant research 

gaps persist, including a lack of rigorous evaluations addressing selection bias and 

limited studies on rural microfinance dynamics. Existing research often overlooks the 

interplay of contextual factors such as geography, infrastructure, and market access. This 

study seeks to fill these gaps by conducting a detailed, context-specific analysis of 

microfinance in rural Nepal's Kailali district using a mixed-methods approach. It explores 

the socioeconomic impacts of microfinance, differentiates outcomes by loan types, 
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examines complementary services, and identifies potential negative effects, offering a 

holistic understanding of its effectiveness. 

 

Methodology 

 

Research Design 

This study has employed a mixed-methods case study approach to evaluate the 

socioeconomic impact of microfinance in Kailali district, Nepal. A mixed-methods 

approach integrates quantitative data on socioeconomic indicators with qualitative 

insights into lived experiences and contextual nuances. This combination ensures a 

comprehensive and reliable evaluation of microfinance's impact, capturing both statistical 

trends and individual narratives. It is particularly suitable for complex social phenomena, 

providing actionable insights for policy and practice. The case study design allows for an 

in-depth examination of microfinance outcomes within their real-world context, capturing 

the complexity of local socioeconomic conditions and their interaction with microfinance 

interventions (Yin, 2018). 

Study Area 

Kailali district, located in Sudurpashchim Province in the far-western region of 

Nepal, was chosen as the study area. The district covers an area of 3,235 square 

kilometers and has a population of approximately 775,000 (as of the 2011 census). 

Kailali is characterized by diverse topography, including both Terai (plains) and hilly 

regions, which allows for the examination of how geographic factors influence 

microfinance outcomes. 

The district's economy is predominantly agrarian, with rice, wheat, and maize 

being the main crops. However, there is also a growing non-farm sector, including small 

businesses and service industries, particularly in urban and peri-urban areas. 

Sampling Strategy 

The study employed a multi-stage sampling strategy to select participants: 

● Selection of Microfinance Institutions (MFIs): Three major MFIs operating in 

Kailali District were selected based on their market share and geographic 

coverage. These included Kisan Bahuudeshiya Sahakari Sanstha Limited (a 

prominent savings and credit cooperative), Khaptad Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha 

Limited (a licensed financial intermediary NGO), and Kisan Laghubitta Bittiya 
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Sanstha Limited (a microfinance development bank). Their selection ensured a 

diverse representation of institutional types and their roles in microfinance within 

the district. 

● Selection of Branch Offices: From each MFI, two branch offices were randomly 

selected, ensuring representation of both the Terai and hilly regions of the district. 

● Selection of Clients: From the client lists of each selected branch office, 25 

clients were randomly selected, stratified by loan type (microenterprise vs. 

consumption loans) and duration of membership with the MFI. 

This sampling approach resulted in a total sample size of 150 microfinance clients (3 

MFIs × 2 branches × 25 clients). 

Data Collection Methods 

Quantitative Survey 

A structured questionnaire was administered to all 150 sampled clients. The 150 

samples in this study were determined using a multi-stage sampling strategy to ensure 

representation across different dimensions of the study. This systematic sampling 

approach resulted in 150 participants (3 MFIs × 2 branches × 25 participants), ensuring 

the sample was both diverse and representative of the study area. The questionnaire was 

adapted from previously validated instruments used in similar studies, with modifications 

to suit the local context. The questionnaire was further refined based on pilot testing with 

20 microfinance clients in a neighboring district. The validation process involved several 

steps: 

● Literature Review: Identifying validated questions from existing studies. 

● Expert Consultation: Consulting with local microfinance experts and researchers 

to ensure cultural relevance and clarity. 

● Pilot Testing: Conducting a pilot test with a small sample to refine the wording 

and structure of the questionnaire based on feedback and observed difficulties. 

The survey was conducted through face-to-face interviews with trained enumerators 

fluent in the local language. 

Qualitative Interviews 

In-depth interviews were conducted with: 

● 15 selected clients (5 from each MFI) to gain deeper insights into their 

experiences with microfinance 

● Branch managers of the 6 selected MFI branches 
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● 3 local government officials involved in poverty alleviation programs 

● 3 community leaders 

These interviews explored themes such as the perceived benefits and challenges of 

microfinance, factors influencing its effectiveness, and suggestions for improvement. The 

interview guides were developed based on the research objectives and informed by the 

literature review. 

Focus Group Discussions 

Six focus group discussions (FGDs) were conducted, one in each selected branch 

area. Each FGD included 8-10 microfinance clients and community members. These 

discussions focused on community perceptions of microfinance, its role in local 

economic development, and social impacts. The FGD guide was developed to 

complement the individual interviews and survey data. 

Data Analysis 

Quantitative Analysis 

Quantitative data from the survey were analyzed using SPSS software. The 

analysis included: 

● Descriptive statistics to characterize the sample and summarize key outcomes 

● Comparison of means tests (t-tests and ANOVA) to examine differences in 

outcomes across groups (e.g., by loan type, region, occupation) 

● Multiple regression analysis to identify factors associated with positive 

socioeconomic outcomes, controlling for relevant variables 

● Propensity score matching to compare outcomes between clients with different 

loan types or participation in complementary services 

● Factor analysis to create composite indices for complex constructs like 

empowerment and social capital 

Qualitative Analysis 

Qualitative data from interviews and FGDs were transcribed and analyzed using 

NVivo software (version 12). The analysis followed a thematic approach (Braun & 

Clarke, 2006), involving the following steps: 

● Familiarization with the data through repeated reading of transcripts 

● Generation of initial codes 

● Searching for themes 

● Reviewing and refining themes 

● Defining and naming themes 
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● Producing the report 

Integration of Quantitative and Qualitative Data 

Following the parallel mixed-methods design, quantitative and qualitative results 

were integrated at the interpretation stage. This integration involved: 

 Comparing and contrasting findings from both strands 

 Identifying areas of convergence and divergence 

 Using qualitative data to explain and contextualize quantitative results 

 Developing a comprehensive narrative that synthesizes insights from both 

methods. 

 

Findings 

 

Sample Characteristics 

The study sample comprised 150 microfinance participants, with a majority being 

female (78%) and 22% male. The average age of participants was 38.5 years (SD = 9.7), 

indicating a primarily middle-aged group. In terms of education, 32% of the participants 

were illiterate, 45% had attained primary education, 18% had secondary education, and 

5% had higher education. The primary occupations included agriculture (58%), small 

business (25%), wage labor (10%), and other activities (7%). The average household size 

was 5.2 members (SD = 1.8), representing moderately sized families. Participants had an 

average membership duration of 3.7 years (SD = 2.4) with microfinance institutions, 

reflecting a substantial period of involvement in these programs. 

Impact on Income and Assets 

Income Changes 

A majority of respondents (73%) reported an increase in household income since 

joining the microfinance program. The average reported increase in monthly income was 

32%, from NPR 15,200 to NPR 20,064. 

Regression analysis showed that the following factors were significantly 

associated with higher income growth: 

● Duration of MFI membership: β = 0.18, p < 0.01 

● Participation in microenterprise loans vs. consumption loans: β = 0.25, p < 0.001 

● Participation in financial literacy training: β = 0.15, p < 0.05 
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Asset Accumulation 

62% of respondents reported acquiring new productive assets (e.g., livestock, 

agricultural equipment, business inventory) since joining the microfinance program. The 

average value of new assets acquired was NPR 45,000 (SD = 32,000). 

Asset accumulation was positively correlated with: 

● Income growth (r = 0.42, p < 0.001) 

● Loan size (r = 0.38, p < 0.001) 

● Duration of MFI membership (r = 0.29, p < 0.01) 

Food Security and Nutrition 

85% of respondents reported improvements in household food security since 

joining the microfinance program. Specific improvements included: 

● Increased meal frequency (from 2.1 to 2.8 meals per day on average) 

● Greater dietary diversity (increase in consumption of fruits, vegetables, and 

protein-rich foods) 

● Reduced periods of food scarcity (average number of food-scarce months per year 

decreased from 2.3 to 0.8) 

Logistic regression analysis showed that improvement in food security was 

significantly associated with: 

● Income growth (OR = 2.3, 95% CI: 1.7-3.1) 

● Participation in nutrition education programs offered by MFIs (OR = 1.8, 95% CI: 

1.2-2.7) 

Children's Education 

Among households with school-age children (n = 112): 

● 78% reported increased spending on children's education 

● 45% reported being able to send children to better-quality schools 

● 38% reported a reduction in school dropouts 

The average annual expenditure on education per child increased from NPR 8,500 

to NPR 12,700. 

Improved educational outcomes were significantly associated with household 

income growth, mother's participation in microfinance, and access to education-specific 

loans. 
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Social Standing and Empowerment 

A notable 68% of respondents reported an improvement in their social standing 

within the community, with this effect being more pronounced among female participants 

(75%) compared to their male counterparts (55%). Insights from qualitative interviews 

highlighted that participation in microfinance groups significantly contributed to 

increased confidence in financial decision-making, greater involvement in community 

affairs, and enhanced status within the household, particularly for women. These findings 

underscore the broader social benefits of microfinance, beyond its economic impact. 

A composite empowerment score (based on decision-making power, mobility, 

and control over resources) showed a significant increase from baseline (mean increase of 

0.42 on a 0-1 scale, p < 0.001). 

Comparison of Microenterprise and Consumption Loans 

Of the sample, 65% had taken microenterprise loans, while 35% had taken 

consumption loans.  

Table 1 

Comparison of Microenterprise and Consumption Loans 

Outcome Microenterprise 

Loans 

Consumption 

Loans 

p-value 

Average income growth 38% 22% < 0.001 

New asset acquisition 72% 44% < 0.001 

Improved food security 89% 77% < 0.05 

Increased education 

spending 

83% 69% < 0.05 

Source: Primary data from a survey of microfinance clients in Kailali district, 

Nepal 

Propensity score matching analysis, controlling for baseline characteristics, 

confirmed that microenterprise loans were associated with significantly better outcomes 

across all measured indicators. 
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Figure 1 

Comparison of Microenterprise and Consumption Loans 

 

Regional Variations 

Significant regional variations were observed in the impact of microfinance: 

● Plains (Terai) regions showed higher average income growth (37% vs. 24% in 

hilly regions, p < 0.01) 

● Hilly regions reported greater improvements in food security (92% vs. 81% in 

plains, p < 0.05) 

● Access to markets was a significant moderator of income effects (β = 0.28, p < 

0.001) 

Impact of Occupation 

Table 2 

The Varied Impact of Microfinance Across Occupational Categories 

Occupation Average Income Growth Asset Acquisition 

Agriculture 28% 58% 

Small business 45% 79% 

Wage labor 18% 41% 

Other 22% 53% 

Source: Primary data from a survey of microfinance clients in Kailali district, 

Nepal 
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Small business owners showed the most significant improvements across all 

indicators, while wage laborers showed the least improvement. 

Graph 2 

The Varied Impact of Microfinance Across Occupational Categories 

 

Role of Complementary Services 

Participation in complementary services offered by MFIs was associated with 

better outcomes: 

● Financial literacy training: 35% higher income growth (p < 0.001) 

● Business skills training: 48% higher business profit growth (p < 0.001) 

● Market linkage programs: 52% higher likelihood of expanding business (OR = 

2.4, 95% CI: 1.8-3.2) 

Challenges and Negative Effects 

While the overall impact was positive, some challenges and negative effects were 

identified: 

● 18% of respondents reported difficulty in loan repayment 

● 12% reported feeling stressed about repayment obligations 

● 8% showed signs of over-indebtedness (debt-to-income ratio > 50%) 

● 15% reported having to sell assets to repay loans at some point 

Qualitative interviews revealed concerns about high interest rates and inflexible 

repayment schedules, particularly among agricultural borrowers facing crop failures or 

market fluctuations. 
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Discussion 

 

Overall Impact of Microfinance 

The results of this study suggest that microfinance has had a generally positive 

impact on the socioeconomic status of the rural poor in Kailali district. The majority of 

clients reported improvements in income, asset ownership, food security, and children's 

education. These findings are consistent with some previous studies in Nepal (e.g., 

Paudel & Basnet, 2014) and other developing countries (e.g., Khandker & Samad, 2014) 

that have found positive effects of microfinance on poverty reduction. The positive 

outcomes align with the theoretical framework suggesting that access to credit can enable 

poor individuals to invest in income-generating activities and manage financial risks 

(Armendáriz& Morduch, 2010; Yunus, 1999). 

Microenterprise vs. Consumption Loans 

The superior performance of microenterprise loans compared to consumption 

loans in terms of income growth and asset accumulation suggests that the productive use 

of credit is a key factor in maximizing the impact of microfinance. This aligns with the 

theoretical arguments for microfinance as a tool for promoting entrepreneurship and 

economic development (Yunus, 1999). However, the fact that consumption loans also 

showed positive (albeit smaller) effects on various outcomes highlights the importance of 

access to credit for consumption smoothing and risk management among poor 

households. This dual role of microfinance in supporting both productive investments and 

consumption needs should be recognized in program design and policy formulation. 

Regional and Occupational Variations 

The observed regional variations in microfinance impact, particularly the higher 

income growth in plains regions compared to hilly areas, point to the critical role of 

infrastructure and market access in determining outcomes. This finding echoes the 

arguments of scholars like Khalily (2004), who emphasize the need for complementary 

investments in infrastructure and market development to enhance the effectiveness of 

microfinance interventions. The differential impact across occupational categories, with 

small business owners benefiting the most, suggests that microfinance may be 

particularly effective in supporting the growth of microenterprises. However, the 

relatively lower benefits for wage laborers raise questions about the ability of 

microfinance alone to address the needs of the poorest segments of the population. 
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Importance of Complementary Services 

The strong positive association between participation in complementary services 

(such as financial literacy and business skills training) and better socioeconomic 

outcomes underscores the value of an integrated approach to microfinance. For example, 

financial literacy training was associated with a 35% higher income growth, and business 

skills training led to a 48% higher business profit growth. These findings support the 

arguments of scholars like Karlan and Valdivia (2011), who advocate for bundling credit 

with training and other support services to enhance impact. Market linkage programs 

were also found to significantly promote business expansion, highlighting the importance 

of addressing both supply-side (credit) and demand-side (market access) constraints faced 

by microentrepreneurs. 

Empowerment and Social Impact 

The reported improvements in social standing and empowerment, particularly 

among women, suggest that the impact of microfinance extends beyond purely economic 

dimensions. This aligns with the findings of studies like Chaudhary (2018) on women's 

empowerment through microfinance in Nepal. The group-based lending model employed 

by many MFIs may contribute to these social effects by fostering social capital and 

collective action. For instance, one female participant stated, "Joining the microfinance 

group gave me the confidence to start my own small business and participate in 

community meetings, which I never did before." 

Challenges and Risks 

While the overall impact of microfinance appears positive, the identified 

challenges such as repayment difficulties and signs of over-indebtedness in a minority of 

clients highlight the need for careful program design and monitoring. The stress reported 

by some borrowers and instances of asset sales for loan repayment raise concerns about 

the potential for microfinance to exacerbate vulnerability if not implemented judiciously. 

One participant noted, "I had to sell my livestock to repay the loan when my crops failed 

due to bad weather." These findings resonate with critiques of microfinance that have 

emerged in recent years, cautioning against viewing it as a panacea for poverty (e.g., 

Bateman & Chang, 2012). They underscore the importance of responsible lending 

practices, appropriate product design, and consideration of borrowers' repayment 

capacity. 
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The mixed evidence on microfinance impacts underscores the need for context-

specific evaluations and a nuanced understanding of how local conditions shape 

outcomes. As highlighted by Morduch (1999), while microfinance holds promise, its 

success depends on addressing the broader structural and systemic issues that contribute 

to poverty. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This study highlights the significant socioeconomic impacts of microfinance in 

Kailali District, Nepal. The findings reveal that microfinance has positively influenced 

key indicators, including household income, asset ownership, food security, and 

children's education. Microenterprise loans demonstrated greater effectiveness compared 

to consumption loans, emphasizing the importance of productive credit use in 

maximizing socioeconomic benefits. Additionally, complementary services such as 

financial literacy and business training significantly enhanced the outcomes of 

microfinance programs, supporting the need for an integrated approach to intervention 

design. 

Despite these positive effects, the study also uncovered challenges such as over-

indebtedness and repayment stress, underscoring the need for careful program design, 

responsible lending practices, and robust regulatory frameworks. These findings suggest 

that while microfinance is a valuable tool for poverty alleviation and economic 

development, its success depends on addressing structural and contextual factors, 

including geographic disparities, market access, and borrower capacity. 

This research contributes to a nuanced understanding of microfinance, offering 

insights that can inform policy and practice. Future studies should explore long-term 

sustainability, gender dynamics, and the role of digital financial services to further 

enhance the effectiveness of microfinance initiatives in similar contexts. 
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