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COVID-19 outbreak is pandemic worldwide with increasing 

total reported cases, new cases and total deaths. This 

devasta�ng situa�on has affected every corner of human 

lives including academic sector globally. Although there are 

various measures to prevent spread of COVID-19 infec�on, 

online educa�on could be the most suitable op�on 

concerning academic ins�tu�ons to curb its spread, and 

developing na�ons including Nepal are in urgent need to 

implement it.
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View Point Ansari M

It is quite distressing that COVID-19 outbreak, ini�ally 
started from Wuhan, a city in the Hubei Province of China, 
has become pandemic globally. COVID-19 seems to reach a 
new and catastrophic breakthrough every day. According to 
the World Health Organiza�on (WHO) COVID-19 situa�on 
report-101 (30 APRRIL 2020), nearly 3.1 million confirmed 
cases and more than  217 thousands deaths have been 

1reported globally �ll date and the trends are rampant.  Till 
few weeks ago, the confirmed cases of COVID-19 infec�on 
were compara�vely low in South East Asia Region including 
Nepal and India, but the recent trend shows a surge of the 

1 infec�on in this region too. This devasta�ng situa�on has 
affected every corner of human lives including academic 
sector globally. Governments all around the world including 
Nepal have taken all possible necessary precau�ons;  closed 
educa�onal ins�tu�ons and even locked down in an a�empt 
to control the global pandemic. 

According to the United Na�ons Educa�onal, Scien�fic and 
Cultural Organiza�on (UNESCO) monitoring, more than 100 
countries have implemented na�onwide closures, 

2,3 disrup�ng educa�on over half of world's students. It is 
evident that transmission of virus may take place though 
airborne (aerosol), droplet spray and direct contact, and 
indirect (fomite); and the schools are one of the most 

4vulnerable places for such transmission.  In this situa�on, it 
is obvious for the Government of Nepal to extend lockdown 
period, and it is s�ll uncertain that how long does it persist. 
However, we s�ll have op�on in context to academic 
ac�vi�es to con�nue with and prevent the spread of COVID-

19 infec�on through use of electronic learning or virtual 
classes which most of the developed countries including 
Saudi Arabia have been prac�cing in this emergency 
situa�on. This start up would be the most suitable 
alterna�ve to prevent the spread of COVID-19 infec�on 
without much affec�ng the academic ac�vi�es. Schools and 
universi�es in industrialized na�ons are moving to online 
instruc�on to curb the spread of the coronavirus. However, 
there are challenges with electronic learnings par�cularly 
with developing countries, such as infrastructure, training of 
educators to improve IT competencies, need of mul� 
disciplinary team support, and issues related to equity as 
some students don't have access to computers, internet 
access, or a safe, suppor�ve learning environment outside 

5of school.  Despite these challenges, I s�ll believe that 
switching to online classes would be a be�er choice.

There are variety of digital or online so�ware for live sessions 
and some of which includes Blackboard collaborate, Zoom, 
Canvas, Panopto, WizIQ, Electa live, Eliademy, BrainCert, 
ezTalks Webinar, Edvance 360 Learning Management 
So�ware and eTrainCenter So�ware. Currently, we have been 
successfully using Blackboard Collaborate to deliver live 
lectures to the students, conduc�ng online quizzes and 
assignments in this emergency situa�on at the University of 
Hail, Saudi Arabia. 

Thus, I would like to draw the a�en�on of the Ministry of 
Educa�on, Government of Nepal to coordinate with 
academic ins�tu�ons and encourage them to commence 
with online classes.


