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Abstract

Stone Curlew, albeit claimed to be a wader bird oflamels, is more biased
towards dry or semi-dry shores of wetlands and apesslands in Kurukshetra
environs. Although, reported to be a nocturnal birdyas often observed in day
time here. The diurnal visibility of nocturnal Stone @w$ in Kurukshetra
certainly points towards its distracted, disturbed, fragew scarce habitat so as
to compel it to take shelter beside walls in a most urstate. The present studies
hint towards the fact that, they are summer migratory cféem between April to
September but certainly not in November, DecemberJamdiary. They shuttle
between different spot in a given area indicatindpébitat range up to 1 to 3 km
or so. They are facing difficult circumstances dudoss of habitat; so much so,
their feeding spots are not traceable at all. This stuolyeg that the scattered and
isolated groups of a nocturnal bird like Stone Curlew @mpelled to retire in
full view of one and all during daytime and hence @nenensely vulnerable.
Their survival is threatened. Given the continuancpre$ent adverse conditions,
they will no more be seen in the next 10-15 years iny&fex, specially in
Kurukshetra.
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Introduction

Stone Curlew is a bird of tropical, sub-curlews are found in Europe, North Africa,
tropical areas with open grassy grounds. It iand south western Asia including India.
also known as Dikkops, Thick-Knees, andStone curlew is placed in RED-LIST of
Thick Knee Bustard (Ali, 1996; Grimmet threatened species of IUCN. This peculiar,
al., 1998). Actually it is a medium size uncommon, threatened and extremely
wader bird, now often seen only in grassnystical bird has not been explored earlier
habitats. Its beak has a strong yellow anth Haryana and hence the present studies.
black color; eyes are yellow and large irHowever, considerable work in field of
size. Its most distinctive feature is its crypticornithology has been carried out in Zoology
plumage. Stone curlew birds produces department of Kurukshetra University
characteristic wailing sound during night(Gupta and Kaushik, 2010 a, b, c; Gupta
time which resemble the sound of trueal., 2010 a, b). The present studies have
curlews and hence its name Stone CurleWween focused on Eurasian Stone Curlew to
(Ali, 1996; Grimmetet al., 1998). In so far generate information on its depleted
as its global distribution is concerned, stonepopulation status and highly deteriorated
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and fragmented habitat. Results and discussion
Popular species of Stone Curlews are
Materials and methods Eurasian  Stone  Curlew Bgrhinus

Kurukshetra is a historical place in Indiaoedicnemus), Senegal Thick kne@urhinus
and world. It is located at a distance of 153enegalensis), Water Dikkop (Burhinus
km from New Delhi on NH- I. The vermiculatus), Spotted Dikkop (Burhinus
geographical position of Kurukshetracapensis), Double-striped thick-knee
district lies between latitude 29°52' to(Burhinus bistriatus), Peruvian thick Knee
30°12" and longitude 76°26' to 77°04'. It is(Burhinus superciliaris), Bush Stone
basically an agriculture area popular foicCurlew (Burhinus grallarius), Greatthick
production of Basmati rice. There are nd<nee (Esacus recurvirostris), Breach Stone
mountains, no rivers and no natural lakesCurlew (Esacus giganteus).
However, religious Sarovars are available  However, various subspecies of Stone
throughout the districts which are muteCurlew  @urhinus oedicnemus) are
witness of the 4000 years old MahabharatBurhinus oedicnemus distinctus
war. The entire area is dotted with smal(Bannerman, 1914)Burhinus oedicnemus
rainy puddles on roadsides in rural andarterti, Burhinus oedicnemus indicus
semi-urban surroundings. (salvadori, 1865), Burhinus oedicnemus
Eurasian Stone Curlew was spotted imsularum  (Sassi,  1908), Burhinus
various places in very isolated small groupgedicnemusoedicnemus  (Linnaeus, 1758)
in villages like Umri, Ghura, Amin, and Burhinus oedicnemus saharae
Dyangla, dugari, Kharkali, Mehra, in (Reichnow, 1894).
Kurukshetra (Fig. 1). Moreover the Stone  The present observations hints towards
Curlews were spotted in newly developedhe fact that stone curlew remain in Rest
cities like Sushant city, Ansal Harmans andviood and stationary mode during the day
sectror- 4 and sector- 8 in Kurukshetra (Figtime (Plate 1). Due to total encompassing of
1). land for agriculture, highways, roads, new
The area surveyed is approximatehhuman inhabitations, there is a scanty
100 knf (10x10) spread over Thanesarproper foraging ground in Haryana for a
Ladwa, Nilokheri and Karnal Tehsil in nocturnal bird like Stone Curlews. There are
Kurukshetra and Karnal Districts inno previous records available for stone
Haryana. Visits were made in the morninggcurlews from Haryana.
forenoon, noon, afternoon and evening and It is pertinent to mention that Stone
as per convenience, within the constraints d€urlew is very sensitive bird. When
time and other limitations beginning fromalarmed, a Stone Curlew usually squats with
April 2009-september 2010. Observationdbody pressed to ground and stretches its
of data purely in the form of photographsneck when its coloration affords perfect
have been done with the help of Zenitrcamouflage (Ali, 1996; Green and Taylor,
camera with 200 m tele-lens. Stone Curlevt995).
was identified with the help of reference Even a cursorial survey confirms Stone
books like Ali (1996) and Grimmedt al. Curlews in Haryana have a distinct
(1998). Vulnerable Population Status. Our studies
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Figure 1. Showing the various sites in Kurukshetra environdanyana where scattered groups of Stone
Curlews were observed during April, 2009-Septemb@t 12

=

Fig.7
Plate 1. Figures showing Stone Curlews in Kurukshetra (Indi@jirons, observed on grassy ground, in the
midst of tall grass and never in water or nearby water.
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reveal that it's, so called very small groupghese served as its food. The most important
are available in few hidden spots that to@and significant findings of the present
10-15 places in a 100 Kmrea (Tab. 1). Our observations concern two facii., (i) the
observations hint towards the totallyavailable groups of Stone Curlews are few
obliterated habitat in the last 40 years haand far between and do consist of miniscule
100% depleted the sensitive roosting sites aiumber of birds and are certainly extremely
a nocturnal bird like Stone Curlew. Thethreatened in Haryana State; (ii) Stone
direct interference is certainly due to eveCurlews are facing difficult circumstances
expanding agriculture practice and humadue to 100% loss of habitat, so much so,
inhabitations in a fast growing Haryanatheir feeding spots are not traceable at all. It
state. Given, this scenario, sooner thawas observed that during day time, these
latter, Stone Curlew will be totally wiped birds were seen in motionless mode facing
out from Haryana (India). disturbances and adverse conditions.

_ To prevent extinction of stone curlew
Table 1. Showing the scattered groups of Stong, Haryana and adjoining areas a technique

Curlews observed in Kurukshetra district in Haryana
y namely SCARE (Stone Curlew Access

(|ns<:\|la) — Nomber of Eurasan Response Evaluator) may be applied to
Stone Curlews effectively evaluate feature trends and
1 Sector-4 20-25 development of habitat creation measures in
2 Sector-8 25-30 context of this precious and near extinction
3 Sushant City 8-10 of avian peculiarity. Based upon present
g S';ffi"Harma“S 3.54:7 field observations, it is recommended
6 AMIn 78 specially in context of Haryana state,
7 Gudha 35 HUDA (Haryana Urban Development
8 Dyangla 6-8 authority) must necessarily create “Bio-
9 Dagari 2 Diversity Cradles” or “Bio-Diversity
10  Kharkali 7-8 Corners” as isolated pockets of space in the
11 Mehra 6-7 accompaniment of present practice of
12 Bakali 34 having “Parks” and “Green Belts”. These

) _ . “"Zones” should have a mixture of landscape
~ The present studies reveal that within geatures having shallow water pools rich in
given area say present site of studies i.@mall fish populationsAcacia arabica, tree-
Ayurvedic College and Sushant city inpjantations, grass-ladden mounds and
Kurul_<shetra, inclgding a cluster of Vi"agesdepressions. Stone Curlew being a ground
mentioned  previously, Stone Curlewsyreeder, the above suggested measures
shuttle between different spot indicating itsyoy1d supplement the conservation efforts
habitat range upto 1 to 3 kms or so onlynot only for stone curlew but far other
Green and Taylor (1995) reported that Stongcgres of other birds. From the evolutionary
curlews were nocturnal and travelled up oint of view, the present observations
about 3 km from their nest to forage. Thangicate distinctly the Stone Curlew in
adjoining accumulated fresh water pool Wa$iaryana was always found stationed in a
rich in variety of amphibians (frogs, toads)yjig grass strewn courts of buildings and
and small reptiles and rodents. Perhapgytstretches of agriculture fields in villages
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and never in familiar habit of mud flats atcent-percent habitat loss due to expansion of
the shallow shores of pools, ponds etagriculture practices and ever and very rapid
hence, its status as a wader-bird need to legpansion of human habitats in cities, towns
rediscovered and re-determined. In additiorand even villages and so called Deras. The
these birds could not be ever traced isituation can be retrieved by executed few
winter season of 2010-11. As such, it ismeaningful plans targeting avifauna
argued that just as in Africa and other partsonservation in consonance with habitat
of south western Asia, stone Curlews inmprovement.

Haryana (India) are summer migratory.

Reportedly, it winters in Africa. If in Acknowledgements
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