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Abstract

Biratnagar sub-metropolis is a good habitat for smvgird species but
in the past three decades drastic changes have fakee in the
environment of this place because of anthropogeciiities. Several
commonly visible birds’ species do not turn oupegsent. Habitats of
birds have shrunk here in such a way that verytdichgpecies of birds
have become successful to show representativesisn situation.

Considering gradual loss of habitats and their iithats, an attempt
was made to study the present bird status. In bisergation of seven
months, seventy two species of birds belonginghidyt two families

were recorded. The birds recorded, were residefsl %), winter

visitors (23.59%) and summer visitors (4.16%).
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I ntroduction

Biratnagar (26°26'N to 087°16'E) is the second dargity situated in the eastern
region of Nepal. Sub-tropical type of climate priés/aere. The vegetation is of mixed

type and planted trees are in scattered state.eTduwer wetlands, rivers, man-made
ponds for the habitats of both aquatic and tenegdbirds. Birds are more glorious

animal of recreational value than others. They haways been sources of recreation
for human beings. Their attractive beautiful plumagelodious songs and artistic
behaviour never fail to make the nature fascinatBigds have been close friends of
human beings in varied ways. They play many imponales to keep the ecosystem
balanced. 865 species of birds have been recondgdpal.

The present study is focused on preparation ofezldist of birds and their present
status. The work also encompasses the study ofogadenic impacts on birds
habitats and their feeding grounds. The presemrtépthe outcome of seven months
(Oct, 2011-March, 2011) regular observations. SeEwamnithologists have contributed
to the bird of Nepal, among them, Ali and Riplep§8-74), Fleminget al. (1984),
Subba (1994), Grimmett al. (2000), Shrestha (2001), Baral and Inskipp (2G01)
Baral (2005) are cited here.

Sudy site

Five main sites Tintolia- Balwahi (26°26'32.4" N8718'09.4" E), Baijnathpur,
Ginaghat (26°29'59.8" N, 087°17'53.2" E), Keshdh@a (26°27'00" N, 087°14.4"'
48.5" E), Dudhfarm (26°29'57.6" N, 087°16'44.5"df)d Old airport (26°25'40.8" N,
087°16'34.3" E) were selected for the study. Tla@edhe main places in Biratnagar to
watch birds.
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M ethodol ogy

Birds were observed starting from 6.00 a.m. to &0f. using binocular (8x42),
Canon digital camera and GPS (etrex). Direct cogntmethod was applied.
Identification of the birds was done with the helpavailable books and literature
(Flemminget al., 1984; Ali & Rapley, 1987; Grimett al., 2000).

Results and Discussion

Altogether seventy two species of birds belongm@2 families were recorded (Table
1). Among them Muscicapidae had the highest nunadfespecies representatives
(eight) followed by Corvidae and Passeridae witve frepresentatives. Similarly
Columbridae, Ardeidae, Cuculidae, Scolopacidae Sgtviidae lied in the third
position, each family represented by four specsrnidae had three representatives.
Hirundinide, Phalacrocoracidae, Pycnonotidae, ldaeij Psittacidae and Ciconidae
were represented by two species. Rhalidae, Cerdidg®, Alcedinidae
Megalaimidae, Picidae, Accipitridae, Alaudidae, didiae, Apopidae, Charadriidae,
Coraciidae, Upupidae, Nectariniidae, Threskiordifi®, and Anatidae had least
number of representatives. Among seventy two specfebirds recorded, 72.17%
were resident, 23.59% winter visitor and 4.16% seamwisitor. Similarly on the basis
of population, 56.90% were common, 31.92% fairlynooon and 11.10% uncommon
(Figs. 1-2).

Up to three decades back, in Biratnagar, bird b&bivere almost safe. Here, one
could observe more than fifty species of birdsvim thours bird watching in any
season. Subba (1994) recorded 93 species of rtds®eisame locality and time but
this year only 72 species were recorded on reguldgervations. Many species like
Leptoptilos dubius, Ciconia episcopus, Gypus indicus, Gyps fulvus, Milvus
migrans,Circus melanoleucos, Charadrius dubius, Tringa nebularia, Burhinus
oedicnemus, Capella gallinago, Athene brama, Apus affinis. Alcedo meninting,
Pelargopsis capensis, Alcedo atthis, Emberiza aureola, Ploceus philippinus,
Megalaima haemacephala, Dendrocopus nanus did not turn outhis time. This is due
to either habitat shrinkage or anthropogenic imgpamt may be because of both
reasons. Within one decade urbanization has toutteegeak here. Marshy lands
have been encroached almost completely. River wi@re become polluted and are
not suitable for wetland birds. People are reapgthy for the conservation of bird
habitat and their nesting and feeding sites. Thrujadion of each and every species of
bird has been declining markly. If birds safeguactivities will not be made popular
in time and made people realize why birds have doptotected there lies every
possibility of declining birds population as wel apecies. If conservation of birds
will remain restricted to slogan only then time neyme once when it will be too late
for safeguard of birds.

Table 1. Checklist of Birds.

SN Family Scientific name Common name Status Remar k
1 Rhalidat Amaurornisphoenicurus ~ White breasted Waterh R C
2 Corvidas Corvus splendens House Crou R FC
Dendrocitta vagabunda Indian Treepi R C
Corvus macrohynchos Jungle Cron R FC
Dicrurus macrocerus Black Drongt R FC
Aegithina tiphia Common lor: R C
3 Columbida Sreptopelia chinensis Spotted Dov R FC
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Columba livia Pigeor R FC
Sreptopelia decaoto Indian Ring Dov R FC
Sreptopelia tranquebarica Rec-collared Dowv: R C
4 Pycnonototidae  Pycnonotus cafer Redvented Bulbi R FC
Pycnonotus jacosus Red whiskered Bulb R FC
5 Laniida¢ Lanius cristatus Brown Strike Y C
Lanius schach Long tailed Shrik wv C
6 Sturnida Acridotherestristis Common Myni R FC
Surnus contra Pied Myn: R FC
Acridotheres ginginianus  Bank Myng R FC
7 Ardeidac Bubulcusibis Cattle Egre R FC
Ardeola grayii Indian pond Hern R FC
Mesophoyx intermedia Intemediate Egr R C
Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Nightherc R C
8 Muscicapida Rhipidura albicollis White throated Fainta R C
Flycatcher
Culicicapa ceylonesis Grey headed Flycatct WV C
Ficedula parva Red throated Flycatch WV C
Phoeni curus ochuros Black red Sta R C
Luscinia pectoralis White tailed Rubythroi R C
Saxicola torquata Collard Bushch: WM C
Turdusruficollisatrogularis Black thrusl wv uc
Copsychus saularis Oriental Magpie lobin R FC
9 Cuculidat Eudynamys scol opacea Asian koe R FC
Clamator jacobines Pied crested cock SV C
Cuculus canorus Eurasian Cuckc SV C
Cuculus micropterus Indian Cuckor SV C
10 Centropodida  Centropus sinensus Great Cauci R FC
11 Alcedinidae Halcyon smyrnensis White breated Kingfishi R C
Cerylerudis Lesser pied Kingfish R ucC
12 Megalaimida  Megalaima asiatica Blue throated Barb R C
13 Picidas Dinopium benghalense Lesser golden backe R C
Woodpecker
14 Accipitridae Accipiter niscus Eurasian sparrow hax WV C
15 Alaudidas Mirafra assamica Lark Y C
16 Oriolidae Oriolus xanthornus Black headed Orio R C
17 Passeride Anthus rufulus Paddyfield Pipi R C
Motacilla alba ducunensis Grey headed Wagte R C
(blackbacked form)
Motacilla cinerea Pied Wagtalil (Gre R C
backed form)
Passer domesticus House Sparro R FC
Motacilla muderaspatensis White browed Wagte R C
18 Phalacrocoracidi:Phalacrocorax niger Little Cormoran R ucC
Phalacrocorax carbo Great Cormoral R uc
18 Apodidas Cypriurusbalasiensis Palm swif R C
20 Charadriida Vandlus indicus Redwattled Lapwin R C
21 Meropidat Merops orientalis Green Bee eat wv C
Merops philippinus Bluetailed Bee eat wWv C
22 Hirundinidag Ripariariparia Sand Martii R C
Delichon nipalensis Nepal Martir R C
23 Scolopacida Calidris minuta Little Stint wWv C
Calidris temminckii Temminck’s Stin wv C
Tringa terek Terreck Sandpip: wv C
Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpip WV C
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24 Coraciidas Coracias benghalensis Indian Rolle R uc
25 Upupidat Upupa epops Hoopoe R C
26 Psittacida Psittacula himalayana Slatyheaded Parak: R uc
Psittacula krameri Rose ring Parake R uc
27 Nectariniidau Nectarinia asiatica Purple Sunbir R FC
28 Sylviidae Phylloscopus fuscatus Dusky Warble WV C
Turdoides striatus Jungle Babble R FC
Orthotomus suctorius Tailor Bird R FC
Phylloscopus trochiloides  Greenish warble WV C
28 Therskiornithida Pseudibis papillosa Black Ibis R C
30 Ciconiidac Anastomus oscitans Asian Ogenbill R FC
Leptoptilos javani cus Lesser Adjutar R FC
31 Anatidas Dendrocygna javanica Lesser whistling teal R FC
32 Accipitridae -aliaeetus leucoryphus Pallas’s fishinceagle wv  UC

R= Residental, WV= Winter visitor, FC= Fairly commd.C= Local resident, SV= Summer
visitor, UC= Uncommon

11.10%

Resident

Common

0 Winter \isitor Fairly common

Summer \isitor 0 Uncommon

31.92% Ny 56.90%
72.17%
Figure 1. Behavior of birds. Figure 2. Population status of birds
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