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A full-term SGA baby was born as a first twin to
consanguinous parents with parchment-like membrane
over the whole body, ectropion, eclabium, flat nose,
and ear and restricted joint movements. The membrane
started breaking on the second day of life in different
parts of the body along with oozing of the blood. The
diagnosis of Collodion Baby was made (Figure 1 & 2).
The other twin born was normal.

Fig.1: Showing a Neonate with Collodion Membrane.

Fig.2: Showing a Neonate with Ectropion and
Eclabium.
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Infants born with a thick “saran- wrap” covering of
skin (Collodion membrane) are referred to as Collodion
babies. It is a rare congenital disorder with incidence
of 1 in 300,000 live births'. Collodion baby is usually a
manifestation of congenital ichthyosiform erythroderma
or lamellar ichthyosis®. It may be a manifestation of
various other conditions like trichothiodystrophy,
Sjogren-Larsson  syndrome, Conradi-Hunerman
syndrome, Gaucher’s diasease (Type IIB) and Refsum
disease 3. The membrane in the early neonatal period can
cause respiratory distress, painful cracks and fissures,
temperature and fluid instability. The membrane sheds
over a period of 2 to 4 weeks. Supportive treatment
like humidified environment, application of emollients,
intravenous fluids and prophylactic antibiotics is
frequently required to prevent mortality.
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