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Sheikh Hasina's exit has altered Bangladesh's political landscape and its strategic 

relationships with China and India. The new government is marked by nationalist 

and Islamist-populist tendencies and prioritizes sovereignty, economic equality, 

and a variety of international links. This shift has strategic implications: China's 

economic investments through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) remain crucial, 

while India must contend with bilateral disputes and escalating security worries. 

The incoming government of Bangladesh is likely to take a balanced stance, 

striving for economic pragmatism, strategic neutrality, and regional cooperation. 

This recalibration will alter the balance of power in South Asia, and India will have 

to adopt a calculated approach to offset China's growing sway. The study examines 

these shifts and shows how they impact strategic alliances and regional stability. 
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Introduction 

With Sheikh Hasina's departure, Bangladesh is at a turning 

point in its foreign policy. Her government had strong ties 

with India and also had a lot of interaction with China, 

particularly through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

economic projects. A variety of ideologies, from Islamist-

populist groups to nationalist-conservative groups, are 

represented in the political dynamics that have emerged 

since Hasina. Each of these factions has its own unique 

foreign policy viewpoints. Nationalist groups emphasize 

national independence while focusing on reducing reliance 

on any one foreign power and expanding economic 

partnerships. However, Islamist-populist organizations may 

be more inclined to fortify their connections with China, 

drawn by Beijing's economic opportunities and non-
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intrusive approach. Bangladesh's strategic orientation in the 

triangular interaction between China, India, and Bangladesh 

is shaped by these ideological inclinations. China has 

emerged as Bangladesh's principal economic partner, 

particularly in the fields of defense and infrastructure. 

However, India's historical and geographic significance 

presents both opportunities and difficulties for regional 

cooperation, trade, and security. This essay examines how 

Hasina's successor will handle this triangle connection in 

Bangladesh. The study highlights the changing power 

dynamics and their broader consequences for South Asian 

stability by looking at changes in ideology, economic 

requirements, and strategic choices.  

Methodology 

Bangladesh's post-Hasina strategic position within the 

triangular dynamics involving China, India, and 

Bangladesh is examined in this study using a qualitative 

methodology that combines descriptive and analytical 

methodologies. Secondary sources, including scholarly 

journals, policy documents, official publications, and media 

stories, form the basis of the analysis. The primary areas of 

attention consist of: Ideological Analysis: Examining 

nationalist and Islamist-populist organizations' foreign 

policy inclinations. Economic Interaction: Examining how 

Chinese and Indian investments affect Bangladesh's 

commerce and infrastructure sectors. Strategic 

Implications: Assessing Bangladesh's balancing approach 

in its dealings with China and India. 

Post-Hasina Strategic Scenario in Bangladesh-China-

India Triangular Relations 

The triangle relationship between Bangladesh, China, and 

India has taken on new dimensions as a result of the political 

shifts that followed Sheikh Hasina's departure. The 

ideological stances of the recently formed political parties 

and potential strategic alliances have an impact on this shift, 

which has implications for power dynamics and regional 

stability. 

1. Ideological Realignment and Strategic Disposition of 

Dominant Forces 

With the prevailing forces in Bangladesh embracing 

nationalist-conservative and Islamist-populist ideologies, 

the post-Sheikh Hasina era represents a dramatic 

ideological realignment (Riaz, 2023). Despite their 

differences, these groups share fundamental beliefs in 

economic justice, cultural identity, and national 

sovereignty. They frequently defend themselves against 

perceived external domination, such as dependence on 

foreign governments or supranational institutions. This 

change in philosophy calls for a reevaluation of 

Bangladesh's foreign and domestic policy objectives. 

One of the main themes of these forces is national 

sovereignty, which shows up as a more assertive approach 

to regional issues including trade, border disputes, and 

water sharing. Alongside initiatives to create coalitions that 

lessen reliance on established allies, skepticism regarding 

India's regional domination is expected to increase. In terms 

of the economy, these organizations promote greater justice 

by highlighting rural development, industrialization, and 

assistance for small and medium-sized businesses as means 

of achieving self-reliance. Their cultural narrative, which 

aims to give Bangladeshi identity precedence over outside 

cultural influences, is consistent with this (Rahman, 2023). 

The new administration may pursue a multi-vector foreign 

strategy in terms of strategic alignment, reevaluating 

Bangladesh's interactions with Western institutions and 

utilizing alliances with rising countries like China. As a 

counterbalance to India and the United States, their strategy 

may involve a cautious welcome of Chinese investments 

under the Belt and Road Initiative. Although the goal of this 

diversification is to preserve sovereignty, it can intensify 

South Asian geopolitical rivalry (Ahmed, 2022). A pivotal 

period in Bangladesh's political and geopolitical view is 

highlighted by the interaction between ideological 

predispositions and strategic recalibration, which has 

changed the country's role both inside and outside of the 

region. 

• Nationalist and Sovereignty-Oriented Forces in 

Post-Hasina Bangladesh: A Balancing Approach 

to China-India Relations 

In the aftermath of Sheikh Hasina’s exit, nationalist and 

sovereignty-oriented forces in Bangladesh are likely to 

reshape the country's foreign policy to ensure autonomy in 

its dealings with both China and India (Alam, 2024). These 

groups advocate for reducing dependency on any single 

external power and promoting diversified foreign relations 

to safeguard national interests. 

A balancing strategy will likely emerge as a cornerstone of 

this policy. Bangladesh is expected to continue welcoming 

China's economic and infrastructure investments, which 

have been pivotal in areas such as energy, connectivity, and 

industrial development. However, these forces are wary of 

becoming overly reliant on Beijing, mindful of concerns 

about debt sustainability and China's growing strategic 

influence in South Asia. Simultaneously, maintaining 

critical ties with India will remain a priority. India’s 

proximity, historical ties, and influence in Bangladesh’s 

politics and security cannot be overlooked. These groups 

are expected to advocate for greater engagement with India 

on trade, border management, and security while resisting 

any perceived dominance in domestic affairs. 

Furthermore, these forces are likely to push for a renewed 

focus on multilateral forums. Platforms such as the Bay of 

Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association (IORA) offer opportunities for 
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Bangladesh to engage multiple stakeholders, reducing the 

risks associated with bilateral dependencies (Rahman, 

2022). By actively participating in these forums, 

Bangladesh can position itself as a critical player in regional 

geopolitics, leveraging its strategic location in the Bay of 

Bengal (Khan, 2023). 

This approach underscores a pragmatic recognition of the 

need to balance between China and India while pursuing 

policies aligned with Bangladesh’s sovereignty and 

developmental aspirations. The nationalist and sovereignty-

oriented forces aim to transform the triangular dynamics 

into an opportunity for strategic gains, rather than a zero-

sum game dominated by either of the two powers. 

• Islamist-Populist Groups 

Islamist-Populist Groups and China 

In a post-Hasina scenario, Islamist-populist groups may 

gravitate toward China. Beijing’s policy of non-interference 

in domestic governance, coupled with its substantial 

investments in Bangladesh’s infrastructure and energy 

sectors, aligns with the priorities of these groups. For 

instance, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has been a 

major driver of connectivity projects in Bangladesh, 

including the construction of power plants and bridges. 

These investments are seen as a counterweight to Western 

and Indian influence, particularly as Islamist factions often 

frame India’s role in Bangladesh in a negative light due to 

historical tensions. 

Skepticism Toward India 

Relations with India may face further challenges, as 

Islamist-populist groups remain critical of New Delhi’s role 

in Rohingya crisis, water-sharing disputes (e.g., Teesta 

River), and India's internal policy, particularly the 

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the National 

Register of Citizens (NRC). The rise of Hindu nationalist 

politics in India under the BJP has exacerbated these 

tensions, creating an ideological divide that Islamist groups 

are likely to exploit for political gains. 

In recent years, the strengthening of strategic connections 

between China and Bangladesh has complicated India-

Bangladesh relations, which were formerly solid. While it 

is premature to declare a clear schism between Dhaka and 

Delhi, there has been a noticeable shift in India's diplomatic 

strategy. The continuing Rohingya refugee crisis is a major 

contributing cause to this trend. The recent deal between 

Bangladesh and Myanmar on the repatriation of Rohingya 

refugees, which was purportedly helped by Chinese 

intervention, has forced India to reconsider its own position. 

Whereas India formerly supported Myanmar, it is now 

prioritizing Bangladesh's concerns on the matter. This 

recalibration is considered as part of a larger shift in India's 

foreign policy toward Bangladesh, with observers seeing 

parallels with India's diplomatic relations with Nepal (The 

Diplomat, October 2020). As Bangladesh's connections 

with China strengthen, the issue arises if this shift in 

dynamics will enable Bangladesh to use its position to 

resolve other long-standing problems with India, 

particularly over the Teesta River. The Teesta water-sharing 

arrangement remains a source of disagreement between the 

two neighbors, and Bangladesh may seek to leverage its 

strategic alliance with China to win concessions from India 

on this subject. Bangladesh's bargaining strength has 

increased in tandem with its strategic importance in the 

region, owing mostly to its ties with China (Masum Billah, 

2020).  

However, the ongoing Rohingya situation continues to 

present complications. After Sheikh Hasina's government 

falls, a prospective successor administration may take a less 

cooperative approach toward India. Such a government may 

seek more aggressive international support, thereby 

reducing India's regional importance (Sikder, 2023). This 

shifting dynamic affects India's position in South Asia, 

especially as Bangladesh seeks larger international 

partnerships to solve domestic and geopolitical concerns.  

Recent advances in India's internal policy, particularly the 

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the National 

Register of Citizens (NRC), have caused serious concerns 

in Bangladesh (Singh, 2021). These practices have caused 

concern among Bangladeshis, fueling fears of possible 

deportations of Bengali Muslims and other marginalized 

groups, thereby straining bilateral relations (Raghavan, 

2013). If Bangladesh's political landscape evolves toward a 

government less willing to preserve strong connections with 

India, we may see a more hardline approach to these 

difficult topics, perhaps worsening tensions. In contrast, 

China-Bangladesh ties have improved, with increased 

cooperation and strategic alliances. A change in leadership 

could cause Bangladesh to rethink its foreign policy goals, 

favoring closer connections with China, especially if 

internal mood moves toward skepticism about India's 

intentions and actions. 

Strategic Implications for China-India Rivalry 

China is likely to strengthen its foothold in Bangladesh, 

leveraging its economic clout to maintain influence (Zhang, 

2023). However, India will remain a key player due to 

historical, cultural, and geographic ties. New Delhi may 

recalibrate its approach, focusing on people-to-people 

connections, trade, and development assistance to counter 

China's growing presence. 

For Bangladesh, navigating this triangular relationship will 

be complex. While Chinese investments promise economic 

growth, maintaining balanced ties with India is crucial for 

regional stability. Bangladesh's participation in regional 

programs like BIMSTEC and SAARC, where China and 

India have strategic interests, may potentially be impacted 

by the change in political dynamics (Bhattacharyya, 2022). 
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China and India will probably compete more fiercely in 

Bangladesh after Hasina, and Islamist-populist 

organizations will likely have an impact on the country's 

strategic orientation. To maintain Bangladesh's sovereignty 

and development objectives, managing this balance would 

call for delicate diplomacy. 

2. Strategic Implications for Post-Hasina China-

Bangladesh Relations 

The transition from Sheikh Hasina’s leadership marks a 

critical juncture for Bangladesh’s foreign policy, 

particularly regarding its relations with China. As one of 

Bangladesh's key development partners, China has 

significantly influenced the country's economic, 

infrastructural, and geopolitical trajectory. In the post-

Hasina era, these ties are expected to persist, albeit with 

nuanced shifts reflecting the priorities of the new 

government. 

• China-Bangladesh Economic Dependency and 

Infrastructure Development 

Bangladesh's growth plan has been heavily influenced by 

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which has 

established the nation as a hub for regional transportation 

and trade. This long-standing collaboration is demonstrated 

by significant infrastructure projects including the Payra 

Deep Sea Port, the Karnaphuli Tunnel, and the Padma 

Bridge rail link. As Bangladesh aims to move from a least-

developed country (LDC) to a middle-income country, 

these initiatives have greatly increased its economic 

potential and connections 

Bilateral relations have greatly increased since China and 

Bangladesh upgraded their relationship to a "strategic 

partnership of cooperation" in 2016. This economic 

convergence is demonstrated by the fact that China has been 

Bangladesh's biggest trading partner since 2015 (Karim & 

Liton, 2016). As seen by Alipay's 20% ownership of bKash 

and its sponsorship of the Info-Sarker and digital 

connection projects, Chinese investments have expanded 

beyond infrastructure to include industries like finance and 

technology (Karim & Liton, 2016). Despite some doubts 

about their viability, plans for additional projects, such as a 

metro rail system and a "Smart City" in Chattogram, further 

highlight China's expanding economic influence in 

Bangladesh (Hasan et al., 2022). 

Bangladesh is of strategic and economic relevance to China. 

The nation is a perfect partner under the BRI framework 

because of its geostrategic location and infrastructure 

requirements. As an illustration of Bangladesh's 

geopolitical significance, Chinese participation in the 

Teesta River's management has increased regional tensions, 

especially for India. China's interest in the now-canceled 

Sonadia Deep Sea Port and its access to important seaports 

like Chittagong and Mongla are examples of a larger plan 

to increase its regional power (Kabir, 2017).  

• Business Partnership and Trade Dynamics 

The economic relationship between Bangladesh and China 

has evolved dramatically since the early 2000s. Bilateral 

trade grew exponentially, with Bangladesh’s imports from 

China surpassing $64 million in 2002 and increasing 

significantly by the mid-2000s (Islam, Ailian & Jie, 2018). 

By 2005, China had overtaken India as Bangladesh’s 

primary source of imports, a trend that has continued to 

deepen over the years. Bilateral trade reached $4.58 billion 

by 2008, and by 2010–2011, it fluctuated between $7 billion 

and $8 billion (Ihtesham & Mahabubur, 2005). Following 

the introduction of the "One Belt, One Road" (OBOR) 

program, China's economic participation increased, and 

Bangladesh became a crucial ally in Beijing's endeavors to 

increase its economic and geopolitical might 

(Ramachandran, 2019). 

A significant trade imbalance is still an issue in spite of 

these advancements. Bangladesh’s exports to China are 

relatively small compared to its imports, creating a trade 

deficit exceeding $15 billion (Islam, 2012). While China 

has taken steps to address this imbalance—such as granting 

97% of Bangladeshi exports duty-free access in 2020—

analysts argue that further measures, including a free trade 

agreement (FTA), are necessary (Hasib, 2019). By lowering 

the trade deficit and exempting more Bangladeshi goods 

from tariffs, such an agreement might promote a more 

equitable partnership.  

• China’s role in Bangladesh’s power sector: 

China's investments in Bangladesh’s energy sector are 

pivotal to the country’s development goals. Chinese 

financing has supported major coal-fired power plants and 

renewable energy initiatives, reflecting a diversified 

approach. A notable example is China’s contribution to 

Bangladesh’s largest power project, where three 1,320-

megawatt units, costing $4.5 billion, are currently under 

construction (Xinhua, 2019). These projects are part of a 

broader strategy to meet Bangladesh’s growing energy 

demands through twelve dual-fuel power plants. China has 

also demonstrated a commitment to renewable energy. A 

$400 million joint venture for a 500-megawatt renewable 

energy complex marks a significant shift towards 

sustainability (Raju, 2019. These investments align with 

Bangladesh’s goal of expanding its renewable energy 

capacity while balancing its reliance on conventional 

energy sources. 

• Economic Dependency and Future Prospects 

Bangladesh’s economic reliance on China is deeply 

embedded in its infrastructure and development trajectory. 

Chinese financial and technical assistance remains critical 
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for Bangladesh to manage external debt, secure 

investments, and address infrastructural deficits. As the 

country approaches middle-income status, the importance 

of sustainable financing becomes paramount. Critics have 

raised concerns over the risk of “debt trap diplomacy” often 

associated with Chinese loans. However, a recalibration of 

terms—rather than severance of ties—appears more 

practical for any post-Hasina government. 

Future administrations may prioritize negotiating better 

terms for Chinese investments while seeking to diversify 

economic partnerships to mitigate dependency. 

Nonetheless, China’s role in Bangladesh’s energy, trade, 

and infrastructure sectors will remain indispensable in the 

foreseeable future. 

• Geopolitical Alignment and Strategic 

Engagement 

Bangladesh’s geopolitical stance under a new 

administration is likely to reflect a strategic balancing act 

between major powers. While a neutral or non-aligned 

approach may be ideal, economic and strategic imperatives 

could bring Dhaka closer to Beijing. 

China’s maritime access objectives in the Indian Ocean and 

Bay of Bengal aim to strengthen its geopolitical influence, 

particularly as these regions are vital maritime corridors 

connecting Asia, Europe, Africa, and Oceania. The Indian 

Ocean carries approximately one-fifth of global marine 

traffic (Jiacheng, 2017), with energy imports being a critical 

component of China’s economic growth. Over 80% of 

China’s imported energy, primarily from West Asia and 

Africa, transits the Indian Ocean and the Strait of Malacca 

(Len, 2015). Given this dependency, China’s maritime 

strategy focuses on securing trade routes, investments, and 

energy supplies. 

Bangladesh’s strategic location at the mouth of the Bay of 

Bengal enhances its geopolitical significance as a gateway 

to South and Southeast Asia, providing proximity to key 

nations like India and Myanmar. This positioning aligns 

with China’s broader "Maritime Silk Road" (MSR) 

initiative under its Belt and Road framework, aimed at 

strengthening economic and maritime connectivity 

(Aoyama, 2016). While China frames MSR as an economic 

venture, many analysts suggest it also serves strategic and 

military objectives, often described as a "String of Pearls"—

a network of ports and facilities across the Indian Ocean 

(Brewster, 2017). Key Bangladeshi locations such as 

Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar are significant for China’s 

maritime ambitions (Datta, 2022). Establishing basing 

rights in these areas would enhance China’s naval reach and 

geopolitical influence, enabling it to better secure energy 

routes and challenge regional competitors. Thus, 

Bangladesh’s geographical positioning is pivotal to China’s 

maritime strategy in the Indian Ocean. 

• Military Cooperation 

A key component of their strategic partnership is their 

defense cooperation, with China being Bangladesh's biggest 

supplier of military equipment such as fighter jets, 

submarines, and frigates. It is anticipated that this 

collaboration would go further to include technological 

transfers and cooperative training initiatives. While these 

developments reinforce Bangladesh’s defense capabilities, 

they also heighten India’s security concerns, given its 

strategic rivalry with China and ongoing border disputes. 

China’s role in Bangladesh’s defense landscape has evolved 

significantly over the years. The provision of military 

equipment and training for Bangladeshi armed forces 

highlights the depth of their bilateral ties (Kapila, 2003). 

Key milestones include the 2006 shipments of surveillance 

equipment and fighter planes (People's Daily, 2006). Today, 

Chinese arms account for a substantial portion of 

Bangladesh's military arsenal (Wiseman et al., 2020). The 

affordability of Chinese military equipment, coupled with 

the availability of soft loans, further enhances China’s 

appeal as a defense partner. 

Beyond arms trade, bilateral cooperation extends to law 

enforcement. A 2018 mutual aid treaty between the two 

countries fostered collaboration between their police forces 

(Bangladesh Protidin, 2018). Such agreements demonstrate 

Bangladesh’s strategy of balancing its relationships with 

China and India. While some analysts view China’s 

influence in Bangladesh as part of a broader "shadow war" 

in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) aimed at countering 

India’s dominance (Pattanaik, 2006), Bangladesh perceives 

this partnership as essential for mitigating Indian influence 

and securing its own strategic interests. 

Additionally, joint military training exercises and 

infrastructure projects further strengthen China-Bangladesh 

ties. Despite regional concerns, Bangladesh continues to 

deepen its engagement with China, underscoring its 

pragmatic approach to ensuring national security and 

development (Xinhua, 2021). This strategic collaboration 

reflects Bangladesh’s effort to navigate complex regional 

dynamics while safeguarding its sovereignty. 

• Implications for Regional Dynamics 

The post-Hasina government’s approach to China will have 

broader implications for South Asian geopolitics. India, 

wary of China's growing influence in its neighborhood, may 

intensify its diplomatic and economic engagements with 

Dhaka to counterbalance Beijing’s sway (Baruah, D. M. 

(2023). Similarly, the United States may seek to leverage its 

Indo-Pacific strategy to strengthen ties with Bangladesh, 

emphasizing democratic values and human rights as 

counterweights to China’s economic allure. 
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However, Bangladesh’s pragmatism is likely to guide its 

foreign policy decisions. While maintaining strong ties with 

China, Dhaka may also seek to reassure India and the West 

by diversifying its partnerships (Rahman, 2023). This 

balancing act will be crucial for sustaining regional stability 

and advancing Bangladesh’s national interests. 

3.Strategic Implications for India-Bangladesh Relations 

Given the new regime's foreign policy orientation and 

ideological position, the political transition in Bangladesh 

after Sheikh Hasina's exit has important ramifications for 

India-Bangladesh relations. Readjusting its diplomatic, 

security, and economic priorities in the area to take 

advantage of new opportunities and challenges would be the 

focus of India's strategic response. 

• Shift in Diplomatic Strategy 

Bangladesh and India had a somewhat stable bilateral 

relationship under Sheikh Hasina, marked by reciprocal 

economic endeavors and security collaboration. A regime 

shift, though, might upset this balance. New leadership may 

try to challenge India's perceived domination in bilateral 

relations by claiming more autonomy, especially if they 

have a more nationalist or Islamist slant. 

The trade imbalance is a major point of dispute because 

India sells much more to Bangladesh than it imports, which 

inflames animosity among Bangladeshi stakeholders. A 

new administration might insist on renegotiating trade 

agreements or work to improve Bangladeshi products' 

access to Indian markets. Similar to this, a leadership 

looking to show its dedication to safeguarding national 

resources would give importance to long-standing water 

issues, especially those involving the Teesta River. Delays 

in resolving the Teesta issue might strain relations between 

Bangladesh and India, despite the fact that various water-

sharing deals have advanced under Hasina. Future 

negotiations may become more difficult if an administration 

with a nationalist leaning takes a tougher stand. 

• Security Concerns 

India’s security concerns are set to escalate in the post-

Hasina era, marked by shifting political alignments and the 

potential rise of Islamist or nationalist groups in Bangladesh 

(FT, 2024). These developments could create a fertile 

ground for cross-border militancy and illicit migration, 

particularly along the porous 4,096-km India-Bangladesh 

border, which has historically been a flashpoint for 

insurgent activity. The northeastern states of India, already 

vulnerable to separatist movements, may experience 

increased instability due to the potential reactivation of 

militant networks with cross-border linkages (Ahmed, 

2021). A less India-friendly government in Dhaka could 

deprioritize long-standing security frameworks like 

intelligence sharing and counter-terrorism cooperation, 

which were critical under Sheikh Hasina's leadership. 

China’s expanding influence in Bangladesh, particularly 

through BRI, adds a layer of complexity to India’s security 

calculus and China’s regional footprint (TBS News, 2024). 

A pro-China regime in Dhaka could pave the way for 

Beijing to gain strategic access to the Bay of Bengal, 

amplifying India’s concerns over Chinese encirclement in 

South Asia. Such developments may weaken India’s 

maritime dominance and complicate its Act East policy 

aimed at strengthening ties with Southeast Asia. (Rahman, 

2022). 

The rapid growth of Bangladesh-China relations has 

broader implications for South Asian security. Enhanced 

Chinese influence in Bangladesh could trigger a regional 

arms race and heighten strategic competition between India 

and China. Pakistan, another key Chinese ally in South 

Asia, may exploit this situation to further its anti-India 

agenda. The trilateral alignment of China, Bangladesh, and 

Pakistan could significantly challenge India’s regional 

leadership and destabilize the geopolitical balance in South 

Asia (AP News, 2024). 

In order to counter China's increasing influence in its 

backyard, improve border security, and improve relations 

with its neighbors, India will need to reevaluate its policies 

as part of its strategic response. 

• Economic Outreach 

India can try to use more effective economic diplomacy to 

offset these difficulties. To encourage regional integration 

and thwart China's infrastructure-driven diplomacy, 

projects like the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) 

connectivity project might be given top priority. In an effort 

to resolve complaints about trade imbalances and fortify 

economic connections, India may potentially suggest 

concessional trade agreements. Anti-India sentiment might 

be lessened, for example, by giving Bangladesh better 

conditions under the South Asian Free Trade Agreement 

(SAFTA) or increasing duty-free access for Bangladeshi 

goods. In order to strengthen economic interdependence, 

India may also increase its investments in Bangladesh's 

infrastructure and energy sectors. India might strengthen its 

own regional influence and lessen Bangladesh's 

dependency on Chinese funding by emphasizing the shared 

economic benefits. 

• Navigating the Way Forward 

Following Sheikh Hasina's resignation, India will need to 

respond to Bangladesh's changing political climate with 

pragmatism and strategy. Regardless of political 

developments, India may promote goodwill among the 

Bangladeshi people by bolstering people-to-people 

relations, cultural exchanges, and grassroots projects. 
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Additionally, continuing to interact with Bangladesh's 

important political players would guarantee that India 

continues to play a crucial part in the nation's strategic 

thinking.  

Addressing the dissemination of false information via the 

media and social media is crucial to enhancing India-

Bangladesh ties. Political leaders need to be careful with 

their language; disparaging remarks, like Amit Shah's call 

for Bangladeshi immigrants to be "termites," erode 

confidence and increase mistrust. Fostering polite discourse 

and factual accounts can improve understanding between 

parties and strengthen bilateral relations (The Hindu, 2019). 

Although the Dhaka regime shift brings difficulties, it also 

gives India the chance to rethink how it interacts with 

Bangladesh. India can adjust to the changing circumstances 

and fortify this vital bilateral relationship by tackling long-

standing problems including economic imbalances and 

water conflicts, aggressively thwarting security threats, and 

controlling China's expanding influence (Singh, 2023). 

4.Bangladesh’s Balancing Act: Strategic Choices in the 

Triangular Relation 

Dhaka faces a complex foreign policy dilemma as a result 

of Bangladesh's political shift after Sheikh Hasina's 

administration fell in 2024. Bangladesh is a major 

participant in the region due to its geopolitical importance 

as a link between South and Southeast Asia and the strategic 

competition between China and India. Following Hasina, 

Dhaka is probably going to take a multipronged approach to 

managing its triangle relationship with China and India 

while preserving its independence and fostering economic 

expansion. This essay examines three possible strategic 

trajectories for Bangladesh: enhancing regional 

collaboration, maintaining strategic neutrality, and adopting 

an economic pragmatic approach. 

1) Economic Pragmatism: Leveraging Opportunities 

Bangladesh's foreign policy has always placed a strong 

emphasis on economic pragmatism. Dhaka is anticipated to 

maintain its economic ties with China and India while 

maintaining equilibrium to prevent reliance on either, given 

its quickly expanding economy and aspirational 

development objectives. 

• Chinese Investments and Indian Trade Ties 

Bangladesh has benefited greatly from China's Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI), which has brought in large 

investments in energy, technology, and infrastructure. 

Bangladesh's economic potential has been reinforced by 

important developments like the Payra Port and the Padma 

Bridge Rail Link. Dhaka is expected to keep these 

connections beyond Hasina, but diversify its foreign 

investments to lessen its undue dependence on Beijing. 

With strong historical and cultural ties, India continues to 

be Bangladesh's second-largest commercial partner. Dhaka 

is expected to expand its trade with India, focusing on 

reducing trade imbalances and ensuring equitable access to 

markets. Strategic partnerships with Western nations and 

Japan may also be pursued to diversify economic 

opportunities and avoid falling into a Sino-centric orbit. 

Balancing economic ties with India and China involves 

risks like debt-trap concerns and sensitive bilateral issues. 

A pragmatic approach can help Bangladesh maximize 

benefits while preserving sovereignty and strategic 

autonomy. 

2) Strategic Neutrality: Emphasizing Geopolitical 

Position 

Bangladesh’s geostrategic location makes it a pivotal hub 

for connectivity and trade. A neutral stance in the India-

China rivalry could enhance Dhaka’s role as a bridge for 

regional integration (Roy, 2022). 

Balancing Regional Powers 

Neutrality involves maintaining equal distance from both 

Beijing and New Delhi, avoiding alignment with either in 

their regional power struggle (Islam, 2023). Bangladesh 

could position itself as a mediator in Indo-China tensions, 

advocating for peaceful dialogue and cooperation. This 

strategy aligns with Dhaka’s broader goals of regional 

stability and economic growth. While strategic neutrality 

offers opportunities, it is fraught with challenges. China’s 

influence through BRI projects and India's historical ties 

and geographic proximity create pressure on Dhaka to align 

more closely with one of the powers. Furthermore, 

maintaining neutrality requires a strong and cohesive 

domestic political front, which may prove difficult in a post-

Hasina transition period. 

3) Strengthening Regional Cooperation: Collective 

Solutions 

In an era of increasing transnational challenges, Bangladesh 

may prioritize regional cooperation to address common 

issues such as climate change, migration, and trade 

imbalances. This approach may reduce dependency on 

individual powers. 

With the help of China, India, and other countries, 

Bangladesh, a country particularly vulnerable to climate 

change, can foster regional collaboration on disaster 

management and adaptation. Migration issues and tensions 

with India can be resolved by using SAARC or BIMSTEC 

(UNDP, 2023). Economic resilience is increased by 

fortifying regional trade agreements and BBIN activities. 

Funding and experience for strong institutional processes 

are guaranteed by partnerships with the World Bank and 

ADB.  
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Conclusion 

With the rise of nationalist and Islamist-populist groups, 

Bangladesh's post-Hasina political environment marks a 

dramatic rebalancing of the nation's ties with China and 

India. Moving away from overt reliance on any one state, 

these new actors place a higher priority on economic 

pragmatism, sovereignty, and diversification of 

international partnerships. China continues to play a vital 

role as Bangladesh's economic partner through BRI efforts, 

with anticipated increases in defense and infrastructure 

spending. India's physical closeness and cultural 

connections also guarantee its ongoing strategic 

significance, even though the new government may 

encounter more opposition to its hegemony in bilateral 

relations. In order to avoid becoming involved in Indo-

China rivalry, Bangladesh is likely to seek strategic 

neutrality while utilizing economic opportunities from both 

sides. Bangladesh's sovereignty will be strengthened and 

dependency reduced with a focus on international 

collaboration in trade, climate change, and regional 

stability. A revised strategy that strikes a balance between 

collaboration and competitiveness is necessary for India 

given the changing dynamics. To combat China's expanding 

influence in Bangladesh, it will be essential to fortify 

economic relations, resolve bilateral issues, and maintain 

regional stability. Thus, the post-Hasina age offers both 

chances and difficulties, highlighting Bangladesh's 

significance as a major player in the strategic destiny of 

South Asia. 
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