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There 13 no denying that the cconomy of 3 country is highly dynamic, In
this sense, Nepalese economy in no way stands as an exception to this general
rule Virtually spesimg, the degrec of dyramisa hinges basically or the
nature of plans, pregrammes and po'icies formulated and executed  during dif-
ferent periods. The present work by Dr. Shrestha is designed to depict  the
prominent features pertaining to diverse aspects of Nepalese cconomy. His
treatise s divided into 19 chapters dealing with all the vital facets of Nepalese
economy. It containsa myriad of statistical tables reflecting the dimensions
and trends of growth processcss.,

Bince the economy of Nepal has abways been found to be influenced to a
large mezsure by coological environments, the writer has batially gndeavoured
i introduce the broad geographic [features of the country. The approach he
adopted is really appreciabie. But this performance is found to be set with
& number of inexcusable shoricamings.

To begin with, he states that the length of Nepal in an cast-west dire-
ction is 842 Km, The Tarai and inner Tarai represent 2147 hills 44.2%; and
Himalaya 34.4"7 of the total aren of the country. In actuality, their figures n
round numbers must be $85Km, 237 531%7 and 257 respectively, [n his ver.
sicn, Nepul gets rain from 5. W, monsoon: and in winter western  Nepal re-
ceives rain trom N. B monsoon (pp 1-2), In {uct. the summer monsson blows
to Nepal from S, 16 direction and during winter rain is cunsed not by N. F.
monsoon, but by westerly cyclones. To continue further, he speaks o’ Chure
Mountuin. Really speaking, it is a hill not a mouniain. It should have been
stated as Chure Hilior Chure Range. Ip reckoning iemperature the scale
most widely and poputarly used in these dJays is centigrade. But the avihor
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préscnts it here in fahrenheit scale (p 2). Inregard to the nomenclatore of
development regions of Nepal as well, the Mid-western  Development Region
{ 4th region ) has been mistermed as the Far Western Development  Region
(pp. 3-4), According 1o him, there are two Far Western Development Regions
in Nepal, Itis quite absurd. Further, he refers the  taraj region as tropical.
zoue, On the basis of Iatitudinal extent, it should have been stated as sub-
tropical zone. To add more, be has frequently used the neme of Malaya in
lieu of Malaysia. He is unaware that Malaya as a state docs not  exast at all,
In the chapter on mincral resources too, outdated terms iike East No. 1 and
West No. | have been employed. Instead of these obsolete terms, he should
have mentioned the name of districts. As regards the total area of Nepal, he
has prescated 147,881 sq. km. (p. 1) and 54362 sq. miles {p.48). These figures
are disimilar not only in terms of the unit of mcasurcment, butalso in the
actual area of the country, The factual erroes enuvmersted ahove are encuch
to seffect in the author the lack of even the broad seographic apprehiension of
the country he lives [

5o

Though written by an eminent economist, the book preseots a number of
vague or meaningless statements such as the following .. students taking the
examinations{p. 43), Tt conveys opposite sense, It should have been stated as
“students appearing in examinations, ... Navianws alwa with ;p. 51). [U is
meaningless

Where the rates of interest charged varied from 10 to 150 percent (p. 63)
This sentence looks odd and incomplete.... .. were reduced to almost all dye
to merger of ... (p. 100}, It is abslutely inexplicit,

He has used the term *Kilomile (p. 51), Who can interpret it ?

In addition, the book, though widely recognised as an authoritative one,
abounds in grammatical errors pertaining to syntax, punctuation, etc. A few

instances presented below would support it ... .. another seven rivers ( p. 2 ),

Seti, and Mahakali, zenes (p. 4); Nepal now have five development regions
(p. 4); the reserve are { p. 21 ); Literature Population ( p. 44 ): 300 qualified
doctors (p. 46), Here the word *‘qualified” is superfluous ...... Tt make ...
(p- 85); There was no laws (p. 106); all of those tax (p. 125); trade directions
has changed (p. 170); measures of stabilize (p. 178); There is, however no, [p.
219]; As matter of fact [p. 271 ]; in order for [p. 273]; 3394 crore [p. 265]; run-
way to the extended [p., 54]. It should be “runway to be extended.
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Still more numerous are the  mis-spelt words all of which cannot beac-

cepted as pross aaistakes, A fow evidences ure as follows; ‘Marsyandi® flar
Marsyangdi (p. 21 “capeets” forexperts o po 19 ) -MDangady” tfor Dhangadhiqp.
A0y seusse’ for guoge (p. SLi, -weather’ for whether (p. 331, Toot tracts” for
foot tracks [ p. 50), rcumimuajeation” for communication [ p. 54 |, ~eusil® for
casily [p. 53] Pipartar” for Pigsiwr {p. 67), *Kgher!” for Khagevi [p. 67, ‘Tan-
hay for Tanahu (p. 67), <Jadishpur’ for Jagadishpur [p 67), by’ for be [p.102].
‘queniying” for quarring [p. 105], ‘competetion’ for compelition [p. 115}, *we-
re” for were [p. 141, ‘Bhairawha’ for Bhairahawa [p. 139]. *boras’ for borax [p.
144}, <boarder” for border [p. 154], *terpentine’ for tarpentine {p.263} andsoon.

Although the book is of 1981 edition, most of the facts and figures prese-
nted therein are outdated, Morcover, entirely diverse data havc been presen-
ted for the same phenomenon in dilferent pages. For example, hydel power
production fiom the Kosi Project has been prerented as 10,000 Kw. [ p. 713
7,500 Kw. [p. 10] and 6800 Kw. [ p. 11 |. The agricultural employment of the
total active popalation has been indicated as 92 7% [ p. 59 1and 90% [p. 37 1.
Likewise, the per capita arable fand has been shown as 0.18 hectares | p. 411
and 0,19 hectares [ p, 60 ]. Such a varistion in data is bound to cause much

confusion among readers on one side and may also alleviate the popularity of
the text.

Ancther amazing asvect in the presentation of data is the extreme devii-
tiou fram those estehlished and accepted widely  The hydro-powsr patential
of Nepal his been estimuted 10 be 83,000 Mw, But the book  shows itas 8 300
Mw [ p. 13 1. Ftis obviously a colossal differcince of ten times. Similarly, the
GNP whichis 4 3% per annum  hay been presented as 4300 1 expiicitly re-
veals the utrer carclessness on the part of the anther. The hieracy pereentage
shown in the book §s 33490 in 1979800 Te s only 24 590 even  in later yuar,
1981, The toiwel active population enpaged in sopcuifute is 9 buat the book.
as indicaed priviously it as 92770 The total foresi arca wivel now hus been
computed (o be 29% of the total arew of Nepal has been shown here as 34,200
1t s the estimatien made before W79

Stifl more gloomy picture s the exlreme voriation inihe unis of measy-
ment. Ina master beok like this, the oot of measurement which v widely
acceplible s melric unit, Buton the contrary, the measurement units  used
herein are various. ¢, g., acres, ropanies, hectares, miles, kilometres, feet, mic-
ires, maunds, seers, hilograms, murics, pathies, bushels, etc. Such a random
use ol measgrement units is sure to scale down the academic valuz of the book
umdler review.
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Amnong the existing natural resources of Nepal soilis also vary sigmfi-
cant inasmuczh as it exerts tremendous impact on  agricultural  preductivily.
But the buck dees not deal anvthing on this valuable resource. Likewise, tou-
rist industry which now is deep-rooted in the economy of Nepal sheould have
been elaberated upon to an adequate extent. But it has been totally ignored.
One of the massive hydel projects under exccution and also near completion
in Nepal is the Kulekhani Hydro Project. But the book docs nol mention
even its name, On the other band, a minor project irrigating just 32 hectarcs
of land has heen listed in the table of major jrrigation projects. treully fooms
quite queer. In addition, one of the burning topics in Nepal at present is hu-
man migration. But the text in its population chapter dees not spaye any
space for such a vital point.

As fur as the anproach is concerned, the treatment of subject-matter
seems Lo be Lighly critical and analytical. Moreover, mosé chapters are prece-
ded by leagthy historical hackground and the chapter on “Economic Planning
and Development™ has been made unduly lengthy. Most of the pages under
the chapter have been devoted to earlier plans, while the treatment of the
sixth plan which is far more significant has not been elaborated upon to an
adequate length, The conciuding chapter “Planning through Panchayal™” de-
serves, however, ample appreciation. To continue further, there is witer lack
of consistency in expression. Ftis quite still in some pages. As such, the bovk,
though exceilent for teachuers and scholars, may not he so helpful to average
sludents as it was supposed to be. As a matter of fact, the target group ought
to be the studenis thomselves.

On the whole, the trealise, not withstanding the aforementioned weakne-
sses, is. | think, a master piece in the domain of Nepalese Economy. Its print
is quite ting and get-up atiractive. It is a valuible treatise, which, [ deem, is,
worth reading as well as possessing by all those interested in Nepalese Lcono-
my. Al the same time, due care ought to be taken in subscquent editions for
keeping up the good name of the book intuct,

S. H. Shresiha®

* Mr. S. H. Shrestha, is now a Reader in Geography, Geography [nstruction
Committee, Kirtipur Multiple Campus, Tribhuvan University.
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