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The urban geographer looks at communities as the spatial expression
of the city’s social characteristics Perhaps the very important task which
confronts urban geographers in the 1970’s is the need for more thorough
and systematic work on the life styles of distinctive groups. We know
very little about the minority groups and their differences in language,
religion, home background and other social aliributes. As suggested by
Berry*. this is an important topic for urban geographers to know more
about the people who live in what places and to know something of the
characteristics of the people who live at differential densities. Rex and
Moore? argued that ethnic conflicts in the ‘twilight’ areas of British cities
were primarily the result of competition for housing among people whose
posilion in the market could be understood in terms of several compeling
housing classes. Most of the coloured immigrants seitled near the sources of
unskitled employment. The central business districts in (he beginning, seemed
to provide the Iurgest source of unskiiled employment opportunities and many
of the adjacent resid:ntial areas bad been abandoned by their original residents
{ because of centrifugal movement and decentralisation ), sothat the majority
of the new comers tend to concentratc in these areas and thus pressure on the
lower end of the housing scale is increased. Also due to their different culture,
custom, language, religion, socio-economic & home background, and due to
their different perception of residential areas, they tend to settle in different
concentrations in different parts of the British cities. Thus spatial distribution
of thé minority group in a British city seems to be more interesting,

¥ Dr, Sheela Shrivastava - is a lecturer in Geography in the Tribhuvan
University

L. BJ. L. Berry and F. E. Horton— Geographic Perspectives on Urban
Systems, (New Jercey Prentice Hall 1970}, p 306.

2. J. Rex and R. Moore-Race, Community and Conflict, A Study of Spark-
brook {Loudon: o.u.p,, 1967), pp 19-41.



2 The Himatayan Review

Literature

{mmigration seems to have become a relevant subject for urban research,
Although a number of studies* on immigration has been accumulated, impos-
tant literature on the coloured immigrants in Britain only became available after
1960, In United Kingdom some valuable work had been done by sociologists
but they had tended to concentrate largely on problem residential areas, using
an intensive case study, social anthropological approach almost exclusively.
Ruck’s' study is based largely on an analysis of enquirics mide by Citizen
Advice Bureaux and casework offices. It was, therclore, primarily a study of
the problems of immigrants tuking no account of the immigrants whe did not
need to resort to any social welfare agencies at all. R Glass® had also worked
on West Indians and had used records collected in the Migrant Service Divi-
sion of the West Indies Commission but had apparcntly not followed this up
by any form of interviewing among the immigrants themselves on a systematic
basis.

Glasgow Problem

Although studies have been made in some other areas in Britain, Glasgow
situation seemed not to have been intensively rescarched. It seems that the
sum of information concerning the population of Glaspow is incomplete
without some analysis of th= Asiaa population and the general planning prob-
lems of the city can not be fully analysed withoat a detail information con-
cerning immigrants in Glasgow,
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The present study aimed to investigate the Asian Community in the city
of Glasgow. Besides the obvious advantage in choosing a local city, there were
other good points which made Glasgow’s immigrant community particularly
intercsting Glasgow is exceptional among major DBritish cities in that a very
high proportion of its immigrant population is Indian and Pakistani, with
the expected West Indian population notably abseut. The overall proportion
of immigrants is quite low, with an estimated population of 12,000 repre-
senting about 1.3% of the total population of the present city of Glasgow.

1n recent years Glasgow has received an influx of coloured immigrants an
experience which it shares with most other major British cities. As elsewhere,
they havescttied in a few small areas, where they [orm a distinctive sub-group
within the urban population. In doing so, they have given rise fo a set of
spec’fic planning problems particularly within the ficlds of housing and edu-
cation. Inevitably, the planner’s response will be conditioned by the spatial
extension of the immigrant community, and it is the purpose of this study to
describe the spatial evofution that has taken place in the past, to examine
their pres.nt distribution in the city, and (o attempt to recognise the major pro-
cesses involved so that one might reasonably speculate about the future.

In the case of immigrant communities, it is often assumed that they will
endeavow to-attain goals and emulate life-styles that are concomitant with
those of the host socicty through a process of centrilugal dilfusion Where this
is not taking place one is tempted to look for explanations involving some form
of discrimination, lowly economic status or some other form of social jnjus-
tice. In such case thz role of the plaanar is perceived as one which promaotes
integration and assists the fulfilment of essentially BEuropean residential and
societal goals, through some manipuwlation of the urban system Studies of the
Negro ghettos of North America® have emphasised the element of compulsive
segregation that is to be found, and have sought to model the outward
mobility of the Negro population in terms of white aspirations and life-siyles
by the use of, for example, Monte Carlo simulation and Markov Chains ¥

For a number of reasons such studies seem inappropriate in the case of
Glaszow's Asian community, and one is fed to believe that their response to
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the environment and society within which they lind themselves is substantially
different to that of the American Negro or Commonwealith citizens of Negro
origins. Of fundamental importance to this issue is the immigrant’s own per-
ception of his role and status within the host socicty. Just as the American
Negro considers himself to be a fully fiedged citizen identifying with that
society’s goals, so does the West Indian immigrant hope to be accepted by
British society. Asians, however, remain conscious of their vastly different
cultural background, and appear to regard Britain as a place of work where
they might settle for a while, and whence they remit substantial sums of money
to families to whont they intend ultimately to return. Living in self segregated
communities, they tend 10 retain as much of their way of life as possible, and
rot to value social integration, The prediction of patterns of spatial evolution
is further complicated by the fuct that the Asian population is itsell sharply
differentiated along national, religious and class lines, each sub-group aof
which 1s capable of exhibiting an individual environmental response.

For the above veasons it was felt that the spatial evolution of the Asian
community in Glasgow merited investigation,

Data Base
Unavailabil -ty of adequate data appears to have heen one of the main
causes which hindered reseurch on the immigrant groups of British cities.

In the beginning great difficulties were encountered in this study, since no
records have been kept by the Census Olfice about the details of immigrant
in Glasgow. The 1961 Census was the first to publish statistics on the number
of rmmigrants based on birthplace. Uuafortunately, there are a oumber of
problems which result in the census being of litile use for this kind of research

work.

So in the absense of precise census data the dilficultics of estimating Asian
immigrants in Glasgow are considerable, Unlike the West Tudian Gowt., the
Indian and Pakistani Governments have issued no figures of emigrants from
their countries to the United Kingdom. The British Govt, has not published

8, The majority of the coloured immigrants in  Glasgow are Indians
and Pakmstanis, so this work is mainly concentrated on the study
of these groups. For the convenience of discussion the term * Asian
Community™ has been used in the context for both lndians and
Pakistanis,
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records of actual migrants from these countrics cither. However, the infor-
mation gathered from diffeient Indian and Pakistani associations and the
concrned High Commissions in Glasgow in 1972 indicates the size of the
Pakistani Community as about 7,000 and the Indian about 5000, giving a total
of 12,000 Asians altogether.

After estimating the size of the Astan commuaity in Glasgow ong can
proceed to further investigation. A properly constituted field survey was the
only effective means of obtaining reasonably reliable detailed information
about the Indians and Pakistanis in the city, so that the primary rescarch
technique in this study was a sample survey, The basic instrument used was
the personal interview,” conducted by means of a structured questionnaire
with persons chosen according to random sampling. fhere were many advan-
tages in the use of the inlerview survey as a researcn method, especially in the
casz of Asians. Ths interviewer could :nake sure that an Asian respondent
fully understood the nature of the nformation that he or she was being asked
to give. Other advantages which were felt wilth the Asians were that the
interview generally yiclded a hugh response, either because people were usuully
willing to co-operate when approached personilly, or for the negative reason
that they did not wish to appzar uncooperative,  Also the interviewer could
obtain supalementary information about the respondent and could discuss
subigcts about which the respondent was likely to be sensitive,

The lirst requirement for this kind of survey is a complele Hst of persons
belonging to the Indian und Pakistani groups, so that an appropriate sample
can be sstected for an intensive study. This sampling frame presented problems
since there is no aviilable st of names and addresses. The telephone directory
recards kept by the Health O ficer, lists available from the different associa-
tions of the Aspin comumunity were all consulted, but none of them seemed to
be of any yse.

Simiturly the “snowball method” where in one proceeds fromt an inilial
conteet to others nominated by him, and ‘points of contacl’ method, where in
one consults organised bodies, mentioncd by Rowley in the L. B, G. con-
fevence in Birmingham 1972 did not appear to be very helpful in the city like
Glaspow with 12,000 Asian immigrants,

o

Although there are many ways of identifying the general present day

9. C.A. Moser and G. Kalton, Survey Methods in Social Investigation,
{London: Helnemann, 1971), p 270,
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Iocation of the Asian community, when enc attempls to carry the investigation
into the past the number of available sources is sharply reduced. Inevitably
ong is obliged to consult documentary evidence, ol which the most useful is
the annual Register of Elcctors. Unlike the census it provides an  annual
riather than decennial record, and provides mlormation on individual house-
holds, so that a high levet of locationa! precision is possible, [tis the best
available source to be used for the purposes of sample frame aand general
location, apnd thus the distribution of electors at a number of dates has been
mupped. And then for the more detailed information, it has been followed by
a questionnaire survey of 10% of all households in the main concentrations of
Asian inhabitance, and also in suburbs to inciude the people from different
suciu-economic status, and the opportunity was taken to check the locational
pirtterns revealed by the electoral register, which »roved to be surprisingly
accurate throughout. Euch houschold was asked a range of questions  concer-
ning demographic structure, housing condition, residential mobility, employ-
ment and education. To overcome the imitation of the closcd-questions and
1o avoid the loss of spontaneity most questions were open-ended” in order {o
obtain more d:twled & qualitative informations. The replies were  spont-
aneous, free and in respondent’s own words,

The Evolving Spatial Patiern- -

The distribution of Astan electors was mapoed for three different periods
sinee 19531, and oun this basis four areas of main Asian concentration, two on
the north of River Clyde and the other two in the South, were identified.
Figure 1 shows the locationof Asian electors in 1951, It scems that main
concentration of residences was in the Gorbals, the slum  area of Glasgow,
Particutariy noticeable is {he extreme concentraticn in Nicholson Street. Other
locations were similar to the Gorbais in that they, too, were close to the city
centre. At that time Asians were normally to be found working in poorly -paid
jobs with irregular hours, such asin transportation, ia ware housing or uas
waiters and washers-up in central restaurants, where they aquired skills that
have since given rise to numerous Asian restaurants throughout cential Glas-
gow. [n such jobs, easy access to their place of work was clearly  impertant.
Fqually important was their demand for cheap rented accomodation, and like
many other incoming groups, they found thisin the twilight zone around the
central business district,

Continuing immigration through the 19305 rajsed the Asian population (o
around 3,000 by 1961. Tt was becoming increasinuly obvious that, in the near
future, Britain was likely to impose controls on imumigration, so that by the
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Fip. 1—TThe Distribution of Asians in 1951,

end of this period the flow of immigrants increased, especially #s heads of
households secured their entry. Their locations in 1961 depicted in Fig 2,
seem to be the result of diffusion from the nuclear areas already identified.
The primary nucleus of the Gorbals appears to have extended to areas of
newer tenement housing in Polloc! shields and Govanhill, Many of the Asians
moving in at this time enjoyed & higher status than did the earlier arrivals. In
general they came from a more aflluent backprounds, had a better education
& had often owned small business prior to their. emigration, Accordingly at
this time, a new occupational structure began to cmerpe with a shift from
fairly menial employment towards the establishment of small family businesses,

To the north of the River Clyde a similar set of movements took place
from Garnethill to the more substantial properties of Woodside, A few leaders
went as far as Hillhead, which, although in decline to a certain extent, still
contained substantial property, and which was used to the rental Marketas a
result of the proximity of the university. Elsewhere, the declining dockland
areas attracted a few arrivals,
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From 196! to 1971 the locational patiern was once more extended, as is
shown in Figure 3. During this peried the Gorbals were more or less eva-
cuated, partly through voluntary migration and pactly because  of the exten-
sive demolition then going on in that arca.

. o

T

strzhuation of Asians 1o 1961,

In the Souch of the ¢ity one of the most distinctive features was a massive
accumuiation in Pollockshields East. This is an oarea of tencment buwildings
formerty  associnted with the Corporation tramworks, the gas-works and a
vartety of industrial activities, most of which have now disappeared, These
tndusirind zones, both funciioning and  derelict, continve to provide a per-
celved barrter to capansion in the North and East. Further barier of high-cust
vilia housing effcctively present outward diifusion in the South and Wet,
so that tite erea of Asien occupance s very  muclt isolated and spatially

coitsliiiied.

An extensive arca of tenemcnt housing in Govanhiil provides the second
nucieits angd lins proved most attractive i the Jast Len vears, particularly to the
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Pakistani population. New sources of accomodation have bzen taoped in the
last ten years & the Asians are now to be found following the main westward

ToLt2s,

In the North, apparent diffusion in a North-westerly direction came up
against the virtually impenetrable barrier  of high cost, high status Kelvindale,
and split into two main directions. One ran duc northwards along the line of
Mary hill Rd; again in tenement property, while the second ran south of Kelvin-
dale past the university and on to Partick. Only in a4 very few cases have Asians
moved to the suburbs or even out of grey sandstone tenements, although
recently a number of families have been able to acquire much more substan-
tial red sandstone’® flats in the relatively newer and more prestigious area of

10. Red sandstones is usually harder than grey and is thus
motc difficult to work, and because it has been much less corroded
and weathered than the latter, it is in very good condition in most
cases. In  Glasgow a red sandstone tenement is believed to be
indicative of a higher socjal status than a grey.
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Hyndland. Pakistani polarisation is discovered in the south of the river
where as Hindus are mainly located in the North.

The Processes of Residential Mobility —

The patterns of movement thus described appeared to accord well with
the concept of centrifugal difusivn, in that the spatial expansion of the Asian
community has been away from the city centre in an axial pattern. Fig 3.
particularfy, gives the impression that this is being carricd out at a consider-
able speed. The specific process involved would seem  to be one of uncontested
filtering rather than aggresive invasion and succession, for only in a few
limited areas Asian households form morc than 40% of the total.

The channels along which the dilffusion has taken place reflect nothing
more {han the occupance of a particular buiding type, the grev sandstone
tensments. These were huilt along the main routeways of the eity, especially
in the years before 1880, Normally thase tenement avcas ¢losest to the city
centre are the most hewvily occupicd  while these [urthest away  have
hardly been reached as yet. The barrier elfect of high cost, high stutus
housing has already been noted, while at the other end of the housing
zcale, local authority housing covers cxtensive tracts from which Asians
are debarred by residential qualifications and their extrome reluctance to

rent  property.

The situation thus seems to be one where in it would be relatively
simple to predict future trends through the simulation  of the processes
described ™. However, when one exiamines the residential goals revealed in
the questionnaire survey, it becomes apparcnt that the position is by no
means as simple as it nught seem. 90%, of those terviewed, either
indicated that they did not wish to change their address at all or else
nominated location within  the major Asian concentraiions  This  latier
choice was particularly capressed by those lamilies who were living  at
the periphery of the cluster or who were locuted at the apparent wave--
front of the diffusion. Detailed snalysis of indwvidual bousekold moves and
their motives for residential change, recorded in the questionnaire suevey
shows that past brhaviour has accord.d closzly with declired intensions,
Not only it coatradicts the assanption ol outward diffusion  but also
coafirms the process of conzentration wherein a newly formed household

Pl In this context it s particularly  tempting to attempt simulition
through the wse of dMonte Cuarlo methods,
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moves to a peripheral location in a cluster only lo relocale more cen-
trally as soon as the opportunity arises.

Conclusion

The majority of iodividual movements within the sample areas
did not  support the concept of outward diffusion from a nucleus
arca. The distribution of Asian households appears to indicate just such
a process, bul this szems fo bz lurgely illusory and onc does not scem
to be justified in imagining that a sectoral distribulion pattern implies a
scctoral exoaunsion process. In this cass there is no direct relation between
process and pattern, except that group expansion contrasts with indivj-
dual concentration. Since the grey sandstone lhousing has traditionally
been the solc type of housing available to Asians in  terms of cost,
location and vacancy, it is hardly surpising that there should be a high
tevel of coincidence in their respective distributions and  that of the
Asiuns should thus replicate the pattern of centrifugal linear expansion,
The analysis of individual moves confirms that the majority of reloca-
tions are c-ntripetal to the city as a whole and virtually all are centri-
petal to the main Asian residenial concentrations which have become
establishod self segresated clusters. A great deal of work remains to be
done here beciuse housing availability invelves the study of the rate at
which the housing comes into the market within specific arcas, the
pattern of social areas within the city, Asian perceplions and images of
these and the pattern of information {lows within the Asian communi-
ty, search behaviour and is a topic which merits further investigation,

The intensity of this syndrome appears to vary by cthnic group &
social class. Within the Indian population in particular, a proportion
of the community have adopted middle-class British residential goals,
nominating ideal addresses in those suburbs which are generally perceij-
ved as having a high environmental quality, Those who have achicved
such goals tend to be profesejonal men, especially doctors & teachers &
these people tend to leave the concentraled areas as soon  as possible
& move directly to the suburb without stopping at a temporary point
on the way. But a very small minority is considered as a professional
class, and cven in suburbs they tend to concentrate in particular areas.

Oun the basis ol the above study some speciiic planning problems
seem to be secogrisadle in the field of education and housing.
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Glasgow has adopted a policy of Area comprehensive in the field
ol education, so it is apparent that the proportion of Asian children
will rise very considerably in a limited number of schools. Already
propesitions of up to 2/3 may be seen in the primary schools in
Glasgow, while large number of children have yet to reach school age.
Although the effects of high concentrution on the Glasgew school system
are diflicult to forcast at the moment, there seem lo be a language problem,
a comparatively tow performance of the Asian pupils and problems
raised by different parental attitudes.

A second major problem is rclated with housing. A considerable
proportion of Asian property is marked for eventual demoliton in the
redevelopment plan. With their deep-seated aversion to renting  property
except as a very temporary expedient, and with quite low te-housing
priority, it seems likely that the Asian populalion will suffer considera-
ble disruption as a result of redevelopment,

What is felt very essential is the need of systematic statistical
records. Some people argue that to differentiate people by colour and
racial origin is discriminatory, but statistics are needed to measure the
extent of the specific cducational, housing and other preblems of the
Asians in the city, otherwise proper planning will be impossible.
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