Thessaloniki, 26/7/2015
Dear Editor, 

In our manuscript entitled 'Evaluation of Four –Variable Screening Tool in a European population for assessing Obstructive Sleep Apnea Syndrome.' we make an attempt to assess the utility of the Four –Variable Screening Tool  that was developed and validated in Asian population for identifying moderate to severe OSAHS in European population visiting a sleep clinic. As many patients visit sleep clinics, it is essential to have effective screening tools in order to prioritize patients at higher risk for OSAHS. The Four –Variable Screening Tool was evaluated in Asian population but not in the setting of a sleep clinic in Caucasian population. We believe that our manuscript will help the readers of Asian Journal of Medical Sciences to understand the utility of the Four –Variable Screening Tool in this setting as it had low sensitivity and NPV, fair specificity and PPV and did not differ significantly between mild and moderate OSAHS. In Caucasian population, 4-V could identify patients with severe OSAHS but could miss patients as NPV was around 45% for moderate to severe OSAHS .
Upon acceptance by Asian Journal of Medical Sciences, all copyright ownership for the article is transferred to Asian Journal of Medical Sciences. We, the undersigned co-authors of this article, have contributed significantly to and share in the responsibility for above. The undersigned stipulate that the material submitted to Asian Journal of Medical Sciences is new, original and has not been submitted to another publication for concurrent consideration. We also attest that any human and /or animal studies undertaken as part of the research from which this manuscript was derived are in compliance with regulation of our institution(s) and with generally accepted guidelines governing such work. We further attest that we have herein disclosed any and all financial or other relationships which could be construed as a conflict of interest and that all sources of financial support for this study have been disclosed and are indicated in the acknowledgement. The manuscript has been seen and approved by all authors
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